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8 MINUTES Ol.i' THE 

ABSTRACT 
OP 

DAILY PROCEEDINGS. 

CHAMPLAIN CONFERENCE 
FORTY-FOURTH ANNUAL SESSION. 

FIRST DAY. 
Ol'li:NINO ~ESSION. 

The Champlain Annual Conference, of the \i\' esleyan 
Methodist Connection, convened in their Forty-fourth 
session, in the \Vesleyan Methodist Church at Forest
dale, Vt., on Tuesday evening, A})l'i] 28th. 1885, at 7 
o'clock, P. 1\L. 

The opening sermon was preached by Rev. 'r. W. 
Jackson, from Hebrews 9th chapter and 14th verse. 

At the closing of the sermon, the President, Rev. R. 
E. Johnson, ga,·e a short exhortation, aCter which he 
announced that the O})eniug business session would 
commence at 9 A. ) J. . to-morrow morning. 
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'rhe services were then concluded with t.he benedic
tion by the President . 

SECON D DAY . 

. ,rnnNING SESSION. 

Conference convened at 9 o'clock. 
Devotional services w<>re conducted by the Presi

dent. 
Roll called anc.l conec;ted. 
The Chair appointed as Uommittee on Credentials, 

J. Blanchard and C. E. Larabee. 
While the Committee were preparing their report in 

order to our orgm1izaLiou, the Conference were edifi ed 
and entertained b.,· spiritual songs. 

The Committee then reportell the names of .J. G. 
Myers, J. J. Shedd, .Tason Ellis, A. C. Cook, C. L. 
Riggs, \V. Booth, C. E. Larabee, S. H. :Miller, J. \ Ves
cott, ::M. Southworth, .J. D. Russel , 0 . E. Boyden, 
Mrs. C. W. Howe, G. Boice, Mrs. Hnrriet \Vetmore, 
C. C. Chmehill, Lay-delegates. 

The report was adoptecl , :ind their narn <->s ol'd.ered on 
the roll. 

On motion, it was ordered that tit<-> fo urth t,ier of 
slips be the bal' of the Conference. 

The following hretlu·en were then presented to the 
Conference and receivecl its greeting: Revs. D. P. 
Rathbun, of the Syracuse Conference, and K Trow
briclge, of the .M. P . Chm ch. 

Brother Tro"·briclge brough1 cre<lenfoils fron1 1'.iHid 
body with a dew of uniting with the Conference. 

On motion, the cre<lentials of E. Trowbritlge wece 
referred to the following CommitteP : J. Qnay a.nd 
C. E. Larabee. 



10 MINUTES OF 'fHE 

Conference c,1·<le1·ed tha.t all c}u·istians who are in 
sympathy with om book of 1)il';cipline, be invited to 
honorary seats. 

On motion, i t mlti onleretl t,hat the morning session 
shall commence at 8 :80 o'clock A. :\r., a.ncl close at 
11 :BO o·elock A. ·"· 

Voted, that wt> hnvt> an afternoon session c·ornmeuc
ing at J ::30 1'. )I. 

On motion it was ordered t.hat the committees usual
ly fill ed by the Presiclf'nt, be ngain refen ed to the 
Chair. 

The Committee on the credent ials o l' brot.her Trnw
bridge reported. On motion , it was orden-•d that his 
credentials be accepted. :mo he rt><·PiTed a:, a mPmber 
of the Conference. 

A paper from t he church at Uhitteuden was offered, 
1·ecommencling G. "\V. Newman to elcle1·s' orders. 

On motion, snid paper was rel'e1·1·ed t,o t,h f' 0ornmit -
1ee on Itinera,cy and Orders. 

Also a. similm.· paper was presented .from the South 
Wanensburgh Circuit recommending W. L. Combs to 
elders' orders, which. by vote. was referred to the 
above CommitteP. 

Also a paper ii:om the Thurman church recommend
ing J. D. Russel to e]clers' ordPl'S. which was referred 
as above. 

'rhe Chail- added the names of sisters C. W. Howe 
and H. vV. ,v etrnore to the Comndttee on Jtineracy 
and Order ·. 

On motion, E. :.\fatthews wa~ appointed a commit
tee to cone::;poncl with Licentiates in the Conference 
wHh n viPw of aiding t h em in their HtudieK 
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Conference now proceeded to the examirn1tion of 
character. .T. Blancfoud wa callecl. 

'rhe Chair appointed as Committee on Statistics. 
C. G. Bnck, E. Trowbridge and J. J. Shedd. 

The character of J. Blanchru:d was passed. 
The following brethren were also called and their 

characters passed: J. Bartman, C. G. Bnck and C. 
Conger. 

The Chair itppointed as Committee on Religious 
Services, J. F. \.Vright, .T . .T. Shedd and Haniet. W. 
Wetmore. 

R es1m1ed exu.minaJ,ion of cha1·acte1·. K B. Curtis 
and R DeLHrm called and their charac:ters passed. 

Brother DeLnrm is in failing health, and l1as been 
com1Jelled to retire from acth"e labor. 

A touching letter from sister D. was read, ~peaking 
of onr brothe1·' s christian hope ancl resignation, and 
asking t.he prayers of t,he Conference. 

A few brief remarks were made by the President, 
expressive of sympath y with our dear brother ancl his 
family after which the Conference united in earnest. 
pmyer tu God on his behalf. 

The .following brethren were callecl and their char
acters 1mssed : G. ,V. gnis, T. ,V. J ackson, 0 . Jaquith, 
R E. J ohnson, D. T. Monroe. 

Confe1·ence appointed as the 01·der of the day, for 
9 o'clock to-morrow morning, the election of perma
nent officers. 

Adjourned by lindtation or timf'. 
Benediction by ,J. Lazarns. 

AF'l'EHNOON 'EtlHlON. 

Uonference convened at 1 :30 o'clock. 
DPvotional servkes wen'l conducted by E. K Cui·tis. 



-

12 MINUTES OF 'l'BE 

Roll called. 
Minutes read :mcl approrncl. 
Examination of characters was resumed. 
The names of 0 . F. Putnam, J. Quay, J. F. Wright, 

.J. 'l'ripp, J . B. Whitney, F. L. Wright, B. W . Sher
wood, E. Trowbridge and \V. H. Flansburgb were 
called, and passed. 

Voted, to adjourn this session at 4 :30 l'. M. 

The examination of character was resumed, and the 
following names were called anrl passed: 0. Newton, 
L. Prindle, J. Scott, M. Siseo, II. -\Y. Stewart, S. S. 
B1·own, J. A . Gibson, A. TI. Hancock, E. Robbins, 
M. N. Lord, C. \V. Lord, \V. L. Combs, J. D. Rm:;sel, 
S. C. Fox, G. '\V. N e,~rman, W. S. Hathaway. 

Adjourned by limitation. 
Benedict.ion by the President. 

THIRD DAY. 

~IORNING RERRC0N . 

Confernnce convened at 8 :30 A. ~1. 

The President in the chair. 
DeYotionnl PxercisP~ were c·0111.l11cteu by B. W. 8her-

wood. 
Roll e.illPC1. 
:Miuntcs 1·ead, cc>LTectt>cl and approvecl. 
The ol'c1er of the day \\ " · c·.illAcl for, and Conference 

prnceetl<•ll to the election or penn.rnent officers. 
N. \Vardner anrl .J. F. \\'rig-ht werP appointed tell

ers. 
On the fourth ballot for Prnsident, R .K ,Johnson 

was declared elected. 
On motion, N. Wardller was instructed to cast one 
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vote for E . Matthews as Secretary, after ,...- hicb for
mality his election was declared. 

On motion, 'f. W. Jackson was appointed Assistant 
Secretary. 

A collection of 84.1-1 was then taken for the benefit 
of the Secretary, which was duly acknowledged. 

Rev. , V. J . Houghton, agent for the W . M. Semi
nary, at Houghton, was presented to the Conference 
and receivec1 its greeting. 

A motion was made, proYiding that the order of the 
day for 9 A. )r. , to-morrow, be the 1·eport of brother 
Hough ton. 

An amendment was finally voted fixing 2 :80 P . J\f . , 

to-morrow, as the hour of this order, and also that if 
Rev. D. S. Kinney, onr Connectional Agent, he pres
ent at that time, his report shall immediately precede 
that of brother Houghton. 

On motion, H was ordered that tMs a,fternoon ::;es
sion shall commence immediately after the funeral 
services to be held in this church, commencing at 1 :80 
I'. ],J. 

The Committee on Reforms reported. (See report 
No. 2). 

A motion was made looking to its adoption. 
Brethren Rathbun, Wardner and others made ad

dresses on the report . 
P ending its cliscussion, a motion to adjourn was car

ried. 
N. W ardner had the floor at the adjournment. 
Benediction hy N. Wa1·dner . 

AF '£ERN OON SE SSION . 

Conference convened at 2 :25 P . M. 



--

14 MINUTE8 OF THE 

Devotional exercises were conducted by W. S. 
Hathaway. 

Roll called. 
Minutes read and approved. 
ReY. U. D. Lath1·01), of the Illinois Conferenue, a.ud 

agent of the ,v. M. Semj1uiry at ,,vheaton, was intro
duced to the Conference and recei ,ed its greeting. 

On motion, it was ordered that brother Lathrop 
have time to present the interestf, of \YhPaton at 1 o :30 
A. i'I., to-morrow. 

N. \V'ardner then took the floor and continued his 
speech in reference to the report on refonrn,. 

On motion, the report was adopted. 
It was then Yotecl to adjonm th~ present ses~ion a.t 

4 :30 P. 11. 

A resolution was offered by K Matthewi,; providing 
that Rev. N. "\"\Tardner be a committee to draft resolu
tions touching the so-called "freedom of worship"' bill 
now before the New York State. Legislahue. ( 'ee 
resolution No. 1). 

The resolution was adopted. 
On motion, it was orclered that a CO!)Y of said i-e-<,o

lutions he forwarded to the said Legislatnre. 
Adjourned by limitation. 
Benediction by 0. Newton. • 

FOURTH DAY. 

MORNING HESSI ON . 

Conference com·ened at 8 :30 A . M. 

Devotional services were conducted by C. G. Buck. 
On motion, a former report of the Committee on 

Credentials in relation to the name of S. H. Miller, of 
Lake George Charge, was reconsidered. 
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Said Uommittee then reported the names of J. Smith, 
from Creek Center, and H. Rising, from Lake George. 

The report was adopted, and their names entered on 
tbe roll. 

Roll called. 
Minutes r ead and app1·0\·ed. 
Rev. J .. Lev"ington. EYangelist of the Michigan Uon

ference, was p resen tecl. and P.xeb:mp:ecl greetings with 
the Conference. 

On motion, bretlu·t->n LeYi ngton and Lath1·0]! were 
specially invited tn 1>.11-ticipntt> in thf\ dt>libe1-ations of 
the Conference. 

On motion, E. Mat thew::; ww, a.vpointed a commit
tee to take steps in d ew of p11blishing tlw ~l i1rntes of 
this annual Conferenn•. 

'L'he Committfle 0 11 1~d,wation i-epo1·tecl. ( i:)t:'t:' report 
No. 2). 

After mo,ing ifa auo1it io11. :-;p1·p1·;1 I sp f•eclw;-; werP 
made to the question p ending its tlisc:ussio11. 

rrhe ol'der of the day fo1· 10 :30 was called fo1·, viz : 
the reJ)Ol't of tl1e agent of V•lheaton Theological Semi
nary. 

Brot her Lathrop, said agent, immediately took the 
tlool' and made an earnest and f01·cible aJ)p eal on 
behalf of the Seminary , ::in<'L opened ~, s ubscription in 
its interest. 

A motion was now made providing for an aftel'l10on 
session at H o'clock. 

Voted, as an amendruen t, that om· a Her noon session 
commence at 2 o'clock. 

Adjourned by limitation. 
Benediction by Rev. U. D. LatbroJ>. 



16 MINUTES OF THE 

AFTERNOON i:mssION . 

Uonference convened at 2 o'clock. 
Devotional exel'cises were conducted by Rev. W . .J. 

Houghton. 
Conference clispensetl with calling the roll. 
On motion, it was ordered that 9 A . ::ir ., to-mon ow, 

be the time for holding the :rnmrnl meeting of the 
S. P. R. .Association . 

On motion, E . i\Iatt,hews was continued as the agent 
of the Tracy legacy. 

The houl' of 2 ::30 having anfred, agreenble to previ
ous motion, Rev. D. S. Kinney. Connectional Agent, 
macle his repol't . 

In his opening remarks, brothel' Kinney refeued, 
in touching language, to the sad affliction of sister 
Kinney, who is now suffering from a painful and fatal 
disease ; yet he spok e of h er Christian hoJ)e and 
resignation, as also of the divine benefits of affliction. 
Spealdng of the cause of missions, be regretted that 
we, as a Conference, hacl done so little for th at glori
ous and worthy en terprise : ancl he also stated that 
new openings for mission work are continually occur
ring in the east as well as the west-even in the great 
business centres and eastern cities. He also warmly 
advocated the immediate establishment of a foteign 
mission in Africa. He then nrged the importance and 
consistency of exclusively pa.trnnizing our own Pub
lishing House in purchasing our Sunday-school sup
plies and other publications. He then stated that our 
subscription list for the v\TEsLEY.A.N M wrunmsT was 
growing, and also that severnl lrnndreds of dollars 
were in the t reasury, and he hoped that as better 
times should come, all branches of our business would 
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be marked by healthy inerP..tSI-'. I IP too k a c·olle<:tio11 
ou behalf of the D o nat io n F1111cl , whereby, he sa.icl, 
ser ernl poor wi clows and otl1t·1· indigE:'n1 fri P11dH of thP 
CclllS(:' wel'e getting tlll-' \\r E:-0: 1. EY .\ • .MJ-:' l' flOJ)f :--'I' [J'f'P. 

In closing his 1·E:'po1·t. hrothp1· Kim, c•y s poke of his 
en rl y return ho111P on ,1<·r·on 11 I o[ ltii- clll111esti1J .-1 lfliction, 
and begged tlw Jll'll_YNs of flH· C'o nfPH-'11r1, 011 hPhalf 
of bi s family. 

R eY . N. "\Varduer t ht ' Ll offp J·Ptl a i-t->solut ion expres
sive o f onr sympathy witl1 dP:11· h1·otber Ki11ney and 
his family, (:-;pp Rt~s. No. '21 whi r:11 was :idopf Pcl by n 
dsin ~ ,·ot<'. 

Tlw c·er-1i liC'atP of ~- <'l <it l1ie1·. fnrn1 till ' Uorintl1 
C' h.irge was r eac1 ancl his 1wn1e ordered on the ro]I. 

Brother \\'. ,J. JJ 011gltt-on tlt P.n t oo k tlte floor and 
presented th e inte rests of our· sen1in:1 ry al llo11ghto11, 
and openod a s ul>s l'l'ipt,ion on ils ht->lwlf. 

Uon fe rE:'1we no"· 01·de rPtl to ,Hljo11rn. and tl11· PrPsi
<lent· p1·onornwP<L t lH~ Ben Pi! ir·ti()fl . 

FIFTH DAY . 
. \I OH:'\' I X (; :-. J-;S:-\ I O l'\. 

Uo11f'erence eo.u,·enecl a t 8 :;i() A. ) I. 

De n>tioual sen ·i<·Ps we1·p eonclucted Ly \V. His t. 
Rol l uall ed. J\fin11tE:'s re:1d nnd approved. 
'l'l1 e time having anfred . Uonference adjo urned to 

give JllHce to tl1p nmtll:tl lll<'C'tinµ· of the S. P. H. Asso
cfat.ion. 

Conference was call ed to 01·rle1· b.,· t,he Peesident ann 
ordinary business re:·rnmed . 

The discussion of th e report on Bc.lucat ion, which 
was pending on the adjournment of .vesterday morn
ing' s session, was continued. 



18 .MINUTES OF TBE 

TLe Uommit1Pe :1c1·pp1ed somP crit.i<:isms. and thP. 
report was nclopted. 

On motion , Confe1·enC'e ol'dered tltcLt t lt e name of 
II. C. Ilntchins. of :\f ooel':'l. N. Y ., he suggested to the 
,Judge of t1w l '0111·1 o( P1·ohat1•. of tlte Dist1frt of Chit
tenden, Vt., as a lrnsll--'e of tl11• Tr:wy lt>ga1· .,· in the 
phtcP or X . . \ 1·1101d. (1 le<'l'll'iPd )· 

On 111otion, i t was rec0111rnp11d,,<L l"lmt Oll the Jfrst 
8ahlmth of .January, 18< u. a1l pastors of this ()onJer
ence ta k_t., r·ollPctions for 1 hP r·anse of mission ; al o, 
t.hat tlte Jirst ~ahb:ith of Octoht> r, 188.i. be the time for 
takin g 1·0J]pc·1 io11s fo1· rht• :-,_ P. R. A .. of this Uonfo r
P.11<'e. 

Tt w:1s snggPsted. i11 1·01111p1·tion with the fo regoing 
motions, font th f' 1·t•sppc·1iv1J f:Pc·i·r fnri PH of tlrnse aRRO
cintions writP 1101icc>s th el'Pof to the \YJ,:sr.KYA N 

Mwm oDl:--T a Jew \\l'Pks pn~Yio11s, calling att,mti.on of 
pa ~tors to these onlers. 

Voted, that l1 erea l'tPr the characll-'l's of those minis
tc>rs wbo Rlrnll l1 av<> f'ai lc>d fo tak.P a co llection durinl-?' 
the yeal' for . 11penrnnnatPcl ministers, (when passed) 
such rninistns shall h1• repl'imancled hy the President, 
unless a reasonahle Pxcu P be giv,,n. 

On motion, t !Je hour o f th1·pp, t hi s afte rnoon was 
given to tlie ( 'om111 itteP on tllf, Pnlilit'ation of the 
Minutes of this C'onf PrenC'e. 

Uon Cerence proceeded to th e examination oi charac
ter. The fo)]owing hl'ethren were ca.lled and their 
characters vassed :- N. "\Vardnel', K )fatt]wws. 

0. L. DooJi t,tlt-', jr., was called. 
Uonference passed the following motion, viz : That 

the case of brotbPr Doolittle be l <>ft in th e h ands of 
tht> President fol' rhe yassage of hi. eharacter. when 
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he shall be assured that brother Doolittle f-ulfills the 
terms of a written agreement to cease the use of 
tobacco, signed by bjm and entered upon the ,JournaJ 
of the Conference. 

A communication from the Vermont Bible Society 
being read, the Conference voted unanimously as fol
lows :-We receive with pleasure the communication 
from Rev. L. H. Elliot, secretary and agent of the 
Vermont Bible Society, and tender him and the Amer
ican Bible Society our sympathy ancl suppor t in the 
work in which t]H,y are engaged; and we give assur
a.nee that our clmrches are open for Bible society 
agents wlle11evel' it shall be their pleasure to visit our 
charges. 

On motion, it was ordered that ReR. No. 8 of our 
last Conference be re-affirmed. 

Examination of characters resumed. 
The following names were called and passed:-

S. Bills, J. Lazarus, R. Shaw, S. B. Town. 
The Committee on Itineracy and Orders repor ted. 

(See Report No. 4). Pending the repor t we were ad
journed by limi tation. 

Benediction by J. G. Hull. 

.\FTBRNOON ~Jt~::HON . 

Conference convened at 1 :30 o'clock. 
Devotional exercises were conducted by J. G. Hull. 
On motion, the calling of the roll was dispensed 

with. 
·The Minutes were read and approved. 
The Presiden t appointed the following committees, 

viz: To elect a President in case of vacancy, T. ,Y/i/ . 
,Jackson, E. Matthews, N. E. J enkins, A. C. Cook. 



20 MINUTES OF 'l'Rl!: 

C. E. Larnbee ; On ()amp MePtings, tl. A. \V urn er , 
sistel' ll. C. Phelps, . B . Town. 

The repott of the Uornrnittee on Itinerac.,· and 
Ol'ders was tnken np. Voted. that speeches to this 
r eport be lirnit<>< I 10 two 10inntes Pach. 

Two ln-ethn-'n who "·ere candidates for onli11atio11 
were reqnested to gh-e 1 o the Conference n written 
assur .. mte tbnt tbey would h<>neeforth foren:1· abstain 
from tlH• use of tobacco, ,vhich the_v Imel predously 

used. 
On mo ti 011. t hP l'e port wa~ atluptnl. ( ~ee HPpol't 

No. 4). 
TI1e folJowiug motion was pa::-sPJ n11,111irnously :

'l'hat. all pa1-t.ies r ecommentlf'd to this Conft>rence to be 
receiYecl on trial or for ordinatiou, who sh all np to 
t.hal" time h a.Ye m;ed tobacco, shall he required to siµ·n 
a writte11 pledge to c·ease the usP t,hereof from that 

time forw:ird. 
On motion. t.hP St-><Tetary was instn1cted to publish 

t,lw Minutes of tlw Conff\rence. 
A resolution on thP Pntertai1111H:'lll o[ tht> Confer 

ence was offel'ec1 hy E. E. Cm1is. (Bee Res. No. 3). 
1'he 1·eso]ntion was atlopted by a rk ing Y0te. 

The Committee 011 Sabbath-schools rep01-tf'd. (SeP 
RPp01·t, No. 0). '!'he 1·eport was atlopted. 

The ComrnittPP on Missions i-PportPcl (8ee Revoi-t 
No. G). Report was adopted. 

On motion, N. \ Vardner was appointed u committee 
to tlisbmse cmTPnt, funus of the S. P. R A. 

'l'he Committee on Pastoral Relations reported. (Bee 
Report No. 7). The report was adopted. 

On motion. thf' Tuestlay nenrf'st to May 1st, 1886, 
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was api,ointecl as tl1f' timP or holcling cmr npxt ~~nnnal 
Conference. 

On motion, the ,,-. :i\I. Uhttn·h at Lisbou, N. Y., 
was appointed ns t.lw placf' of holding our next, 
Ann na l Conference. 

E. Trow·bridge was electetl a me1uhe1· of the Commit
tee on [tineracy and OrderH ( i11 thP plact' of' R. E. 
,Johnson\ for three years. 

On motion, E. Matthe"·s \\':ts appointed to preach 
the opening serm on at. our lll'Xt .\ nnun l Conferen<'!:' 
and N. E. Jenkini; his altern;ite. 

N. \Vardner offered the following resolntion,·. which 
were adopted h:r the Conft>rmwe :- 1. ln rt>ference to 
the -risit of brt'tlll'en LevjT).gton, Lathrop and Hough
ton. (See Res. No. 4). 2. In reference to the senice:
of the President. ancl Secretary. (See Res. No. 5). 

J. Blanchard offered a resolution in rpference to the 
se,,ere a:Hiicti.on of sister \Valton of the chmch at 
Forestdalf'. (Sef' RE's. No. ti). Thr resolntion was 
adopted. 

The Committee on Statistics reported. l~ee Report 
No. 8). On motion, the 1·0port wns lc-rft in the lrnnds 
of the Secretar_v for completion. 

N. \Yanlner ofl.'ert>d a i-esolntion in i-eforenee to the 
death of the widow of thP late Rev. ,J. Croker, fonn
erly oJ: this Conferencie. which w,1s adopted. (Sef' 
Res. 7). 

C. G. Buck ofl'ered a resolution in refereuce to our 
new IIymnnJ , wbich wns adopted. (Se0 Res. 8). 

N. "\Vardner offered a resolution in reference' to the 
death of the late G. G. Niles an<l bis wife, wbo were 
member<; of thf' church in this pface: brother Niles 
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having been a local preacher. The resolution was 
adopted. (See Res. No. 9). 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered to the re
spective railroad companies for their favors to the 
Conference, and the Secretary instructed to forward 
these expressions to these Companies. 

Minutes we1·e rnad and approved. 
On motion, Conference adjourned subject to a. call 

from the Chair. 
Benediction hy the President. 

R. E. JOHNSON, President. 
E. MA'l"l'HEWS, Secretary. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 
No. 1.-Be it rt::soh-ed, that Rev. K Wardner, editor of the 

WESLEYAN METHODIST, be a committee to draft resolutions ex
pressing the sentiments of this Conference in reference to the 
-~o-called Freedom of Worship bill, now before the New York 
State Legislature. 

No. 2.-That we, as a Conference, deeply sympathize with 
Rev. D. S. Kinney, our Connectional Agent. in the deep affiiction 
through which he is called to pass, in the sad aud protracted illness 
of his faithful and devoted wife. We most devoutly pray that espe
cial grace may be given him in this hour of severest trial. 

No. 3.-That the thanks of this Conference arc due, and are 
hereby tendered to the people of Forestdale and ,·icinity for their 
liberal hospitality and kind attention to us during our sessions. 

No. 4-.-That it has been a source of much pleasure and profit 
to this Conference that we have had the privilege of a visit from 
Re,·s. J. Lc,·ington, U. D. Lathrop. D. P. Rathbun and W. J. 
Houghton. \Vt:: highly appreciate their presence and counsel, and 
devoutly pray that the choicest blessings of I-l caven may rest 
upon them in their several relations of duty and labor. 

No. 5.-That we arc greatly indebted to the officers of this 
Conference-our beloved President, Rev. R. E. Johnson, and 
.E. i.\Iatthews, Secrt::tary-for the able manner in which they have 
discharged their respective duties. We hereby tender them our 
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grateful appreciations, and pray the benedictions of H eaven upon 
them. 

No. 6.-That we, the Champlain Conference of the W. M 
Connection, convened at Forestdale. Vt., do deeply sympathize 
with our beloved sister Walton in the severe affliction through 
which she has been callecl to pass in the recent death of her hu;;
band and daughter. 

No. 7.-That we learn with stricken hearts that sister Croker. 
the widow of Rev. John Croker. who was so long a loved and 
venerated member of this Conference-is dead. Precious to our 
memories is the life devotion and labor of the veterans who have 
finished their work and gone on before. \Ve render all surv1vmg 

kindred and friends our warmest sympathies. 
No. 8.-That it is the sense of this Conference that our 

churches owe it to our Publishing Association to buy and use in 
their church services our new Hymnal. and that speedily. 

No. 9.-That since our last annual gathering, Rev. G. G. Niles 
and wife have passed 1 )eath's flowing river and stand to-day upon 
the shining shore. We are stricken in our spirits and warned that 
life is uncertain, and we consecrate ourselves anew to the cause 
that so enlisted the hearts ancl hands of our dear brother and 
sister. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
REPORT NO. 1.-CREDENTTALS-(See Roll). 

REPORT NO. 2.-RF.FORi\fS. 

To reforn1 is to change or make over. The only object of re
form is to make better. To reform that which cannot be made 
better would be unwise; it is equally so to allow that which can 
be to remain as it is if the benefit is commensurate to the expense. 

In a moral sense, to reform i~ to change that which is morally 
wrong to that which is morally I i!-(ht. f n financial matters we 
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may change for the better at too great a sacrifice, but morally 
speaking, no sacrifice is too great as to make reform unwise. 

As \Vesleyan Methodists. we claim to be reformers; if we fall 
below this, our professed standard, there is no need of our con
tinued existence as a denomination. We stand out to the world 
as opposed to secret conclaves and association5. We are on record 
as opposed to the use of tobacco in any form ; but, as reformers, 
we need to reform. We believe our book of discipline to be the 
best rule of faith and practice ever given outside the Bible, but 
we regret to say that we are sadly deficient in carrying out its 
principles. We regret the growing tendency to superfluities in 
dress-both with the laity, the ministry and their families ;-also 
the failing to keep our principles on secret societies, tobacco, 
plainness of dress, etc., m the foreground. We lament the grow
ing tendency to Sabbath desecration, even among our own church 
members. \Ve regard the patronage of butter and cheese factor

ies on the Sabbath a.<; inconsistent and opposed to the Fourth 
Commandment, and enter our earnest protest against our mem
bers taking milk to such factories on God's holy Sabbath day: 
We regret the withdrawal of the candidate of the American party, 
in the late Presidential campaign, in favor of those favoring secret 
societies. and the voting for one great evil in order to combat an
other unwise ; and while we favor the strongest opposition against 
intemperance by voice, vote or influence, we advise our members 
to withhold their votes from those who belong to or favor secret 
societies. 

Finally. we re-affirm and re-pledge our strongest opposition to 
sin of every form, whether in Church or State, whether in secret 
or in open daylight. 

E. E. CURTIS, Committee. 

REPORT NO. 3.-F.DUCATlON. 

Education is the drawing forth and cultivation of the human 
faculties, and includes the whole course of training,-Moral Physi
cal and Intellectual. Since the theme is inexhaustible, we shall 
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offer only a iew principal suggestions, as they present themselves, 
from a Christian stand-point. 

While convinced, as never before, of the absolute necessity of 
education, in order to the fullest development of these faculties, 
we are also persuaded that much that passes for education is com
paratively worthless, if not absolutely injurious; especially, when 

the moral and physical branches are so neglected, and pupils so 
exposed by pernicious association that only moral excrescences 
and physical wastes follow, as they do in too many instances. 

One of the inspired writers said: "Get wisdom;" yet we have 
already learned that few passages are more perverted than this 
one. In order to a better understanding of the:: subject, we will 
notice, brieAy, what is ,iot education. 

First, then, a mere knowledge of the rudimentary branches is 
not education ; neither is a smattering of French and music, with, 
perhaps, a little German and. physiology, in the fullest sense, edu
cation. One may have all these, and even a diploma from some 
college, and still be sadly defective in the superior branches. 
"What shall we, then, say to these things?'" Surely, we are forced 
to this conclusion, viz: That all education which neglects the 
moral and physical nature of the pupil is dangerous, having nei
ther foundation, beginning nor end; for it is written, "The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom," and "The conclusion of 
the whole matter" is "Fear God and keep his commandments." 
We may not conclude without lifting our voice in warning and 
exhortation, fit:st, to gospel teachers. Do not get less in the 
heart than in the head. Experience in your own soul a ll you 
attempt to teach others. A mere head theory will never reach 
souls, which, to save should be your one business. Secondly, your 
commission enjoins "the perfecting of the saints." Tn order to 
this, you must yourself be perfect in heart, in love, and according 
to the Word of God. Lastly, we notice that a blow has been 
struck at our national system of education, which renders it unsafe, 
viz: The exclusion of the Bible, to a large:: extent, from our schools. 
Thus the moral education of our youth is neglected, and the pas-. 

.. 
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s1ons become a prey to many popular vices. As a remedy, we 
would earnestly exhort every follower of our Lord J esus to see to 
it, so much as in them lies, that Christian teachers, who will read 
and pray with and for the children, a re employed in the public 
schools. 

But, furthermore, we need distinctive Christian schools that are 
such in very deed. These we have, to a limited extent, in our 
own denomination; and we praise the Lord for Wasioja, Wheaton, 
Purdy and Houghton. Having observed the methods of the lat
ter school, we desire to bear personal testimony to the fact that 

-. teachings are made a specialty there which would ha,·e saved us 
hours of pain and remone could we have had this blessed privi
lege in our youth. 

Let all who love our Lord Jesus Christ, and appreciate superior 
education for our youth, do all in their power to sustain these emi
nently Christian schools by their prayers, their children and their 
money. 

C. G. BucK. Committee. 

REPORT NO. 4. - ITINERACY AND ORDERS. 

Your Committee, to whom was intrusted the examination of 
candidates for Elders' orders, also to travel under the direction of 
the Conference, respectfully submit the following report: 

1. Upon careful examination, we consider the following breth
ren fit persons to be ordained Elders in the Church of God, viz:
G. \V. Newman, J. D. Russel, W. L. Combs and S. C. Fox. 

2. We also recommend W. Bills to be admitted on trial in the 
Conference. 

R. E. J OHNSON, l 
T. W. JACKSON, 

J. BLANCHARD, j Com. 
c. W. H owE, 
H. W. VhTMORE. 
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REPORT NO. 5.-SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

i\1R. PRESIDENT: - Your Committee on Sabbath Schools beg 
leave to report the following as their views on this important sub
ject: 

We deeply regret the almost universal neglect, on the part of 
parents and others having charge of children, of the all-important 

duty of instructing them in the truths of the Word of God. And 
this universal neglect has left a large majority of the children 
destitute of any religious training : e\·en in Christion families this 
is true to an alarming extent. 

To meet this want, it has pleased God to inspire His Church to 
establish the Sabbath-school. and the blessing of Cod has so 
rewarded the labor of the earnest teacher that we have come to 
recognize it a.<; truly the nursery of th.: Church. through which 
thousands of earnest, intelligent men and women ha,·c become 
successful workers in the Church. Therefore, it is the belief of 
your Committ~e, that the ministers and members of every Wes
leyan Church should seek to advance the interests of the Sabbath
school. 

1st, By giving it their en.rnest labor. time and thought. 
211d, By placing such inrlucements before the chilrlren as to 

stimulate them to constant attendance. 
_3rd, By giving them sound. healthful reading to counteract the 

baneful literature of the times. 
4th, By earnest. :i.ffectionate entreaty and example to win 

them to Christ. 
This, in the belief of your Committee, is the great object of the 

Sabbath-school; and we are thankful to Almighty God for the 
general prosperity of the Sabbath-schools of the Wesleyan Con
nection especially. Anti we, the minister~ and delegates forming 
this Conference, do pledge ourselves lo encourage and support. to 
the extent of our ability, every department of this institution. 

All of which is rcspctfully submitted to your indulgent consider

ation. 
JOHN Bt.A:-ICHARD. Committee. 

J 
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RF.PORT NO. 7.- PASTORAL RELATIONS. 

Albany, South, Vt., J. F. Wright. 
Barrowsville, Mass., left in the hands of the President. 
Brandon and Goshen, Vt , \V. S. Hathaway. 
Brasher, N. Y., supplied from Stockholm. 
Chateaugay and Burke, N. \' ., S. A. Warner. 
Chester and H oricon, N. Y., S. H. Town. 
Chittenden, Vt., G. \\'. Newman. 
Corinth, N. Y .. H1pplicd from Hadlq. 
Creek Centre, N. Y., n. 'l' . . Monroe and W. Rist. 
Crown Point and Hammondville, N. Y .. J . Lazarus. 
Dickenson. N. Y., to be supplied. 
Ellenburgh, N. V .. supplied from Chateaugay. 
Fort Covington and Westville, N. V., J. G. Hull. 
Fowlers Mission. 1 • Y., to be supplied. 
The Glen, N. \' .. I. Tripp. 

Hadley and Edinburgh. :-: . \" .. D. T. .\1onroe and W. Rist. 
J ohnsburgh, N. Y., J. Blanchard. 
Lake George, N. Y., J. Quay. 
Lewis and North Hudson, N. Y., D. Fish. 
Lisbon, N. Y., T. W. Jackson. 
Long Lake, N. Y., left in hands of the President. 
Mooers, N. Y., E. Matthews. 
Morley. N. Y., N. E. Jenkins. 
Morristown and Macomb, N. Y. , 0. L. Doolittle. 
Newcomb, N. Y., to be supplied. 
North Elba. N. Y. , to be supplied. 
Parishville, N. Y., S. C. Fox. 
Readsboro, Vt. , E. Trowbridge. 
Stockholm, N. Y., E. E. Curtis. 
Spragues Corners, N. Y., to be supplied. 
Sheffield, Vt., to be supplied. 
Thurman, N. Y., J. D. Russel. 
Vermontville, N. Y., M. Sisco. 
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Warren, Vt .. J. 13. Whitney. 
West Chazy, N. Y., supplied under direction of President. 
West Plattsburgh, N. Y., R. E. Johnson. 
Wilmington, N. Y., to be supplied. · 
Weybridge, Vt., F. L. Wright. 
South Warrensburgh, N. Y., W. L. Combs. 
Transferred to New York Conference-C. G. Buck. 
Connectional Editor-N. Wardner. 
Left without an Appointment at their own Request-J. Bart

man, 0. Jaquith, S. Bi:Js, 0. F. Putnam, G. W. Ellis, R. Shaw 
and B. W. Sherwood. 

Superannuated Elders-J. Dayton, R. DeLarm, W. H. Flans
burg, L. Prindle, J. Scott, 0. Newton and H. W. Stewart. 

Unstationed Elders-S. S. Brown, C. Conger, J. A. Gibson. 
0. H. Han cock and E. Robbins. 

Licentiates-M. N. Lord, C. W. Lord and W. Rist. 
Received on Trial-W. Rist. 
Received by ordination-S. C. Fox, W. L. Combs, J. D. Rus

sel and G. W. Newman. 
Received by letter from the M. P. Church-E. TrowbriJge. 
Expelled-}. H. Morris. 

R. E. JOHNSON, 
D. T. MONROE, 
G. BOICE, 
F. L. WRIGHT, 
W. S. HATHAWAY, 

C. E. LARABEE. 

C. C. CHURCH ILT., 
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