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THE RELIGIOUS SERVICES

The committee on religious services provided a f{ull pro-
gram for the Conference session, which was interrupted
only by calling extra business meetings. The great volume
-of business to be attended to on the occasion of the Gen-
-eral Conference made this change quite necessary, yet a
‘large place was left for the more strictly religious part of
the conference work.

The General Conference was prefaced by a fellowship
‘meeting which was a time of rejoicing and thanksgiving to
all who participated. Each meeting throughout the entire
session of the conference was introduced with devotional
sservices. In all these the presence of the Spirit was mani-
fest.

Brother C. L. Williams, of Miltonvale, Kansas, directed
the singing. His ability as a leader of song is of a high
«lass. His work was enjoyed by all and added much te
the success of all our meetings.

The Sabbath day was wholly devoted to religious services.
“The love feast opened at 9:30 o’clock and for one hour
and a half, God’s children testified amidst tears of rejoicing
to the wonderful love and grace of the Saviour. This
season of refreshing was followed by a most excellent ser-
‘mon preached by Rev. J. S. Willett. Hearts touched into
tenderness by the Spirit bowed at the altar.

Rev. P. B. Campbell, president of the Allegheny Confer-
ence, preached a very practical and helpful sermon in the
afternoon. After the sermon several sought the Lord, and
claimied victory before the service closed.

The sermon was preached Sunday evening by Rev. C. H.
Dow, pastor of the church at Miltonvale, Kansas. All
were greatly benefited by this service, as the message was
clear, logical, forceful, and of a high spiritual character.
At the close of this day all felt assured that it had been
a day of exceptional privilege and great profit.

The reports of the General Conference committees and
officers of the connection which are printed in this journal
jndicate in a most effective way, our position on some of
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the vital questions of the day, and also our prosperous
condition. Qur publishing interests, educational work, and
missionary enterprises at home are in a fine growing con-
dition. The foreign work, on account of the war is greatlv
hindered, but the interest in this work is intensified, as may
be seen by examining the reports of the missionary secre-
tary, the committee on missions, and the W. H. & F. M.
Society. Special missionary and educational rallies were
held when various important topics, bearing upon these
departments of the work were ably presented. These
were occasions of seed-sowing, but the harvest time wili
surely come.

Those competent to judge declared this to be one of the
best quadrennial sessions ever held by our Church. To God
be all the glorry.

We trust the Holy Spirit will lead us onward into a more
perfect unity and fellowship with Himself, that when the
King comes He may find us WATCHING.

E. F. McCarty, Secretary.
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JOURNAL OF DAILY PROCEEDINGS.
First Meeting,

Opening.—The nineteenth quadrennial session of the
General Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection
(or Church) of America, convened in the chapel of Hough-
ton, Wesleyan Methodist Seminary, Houghton, N. Y., Wed-
nesday, June 23rd, 1915, at 2 o’clock P. M., with the Presi-
dent, Rev. E. Teter in the chair.

Praise Service—A praise service of mich profit and bless-
ing had been conducted in the forenoon by the Rev. J.
Hester, of the Indiana Conference. This service was
characterized by clear testimonies to full salvation and
much freedom.

Devotional Services.—The opening devorional services of
the first sitting were conducted by Rev. W. Pinkney, P. B.
Campbell and W. M. Lee. Rev. P. B. Campbell read the
Scriptures, all leading in prayer, singing being conducted
by Rev. D. H. Scott.

Enrolment.—The chairman appointed J. H. Lawrence and
E. D. Carpenter a committee on enrolment to receive cre-
dentials of all delegates to the conference. The committee
made a partial report, and the following delegates were
accepted as members of the General Conference: F. A.
Butterfield, E. D. Carpenter, S. W. Wright, A. D. Osborn,
Arthur W. Smith, Wm. Pinkney, W. J. Seekins, J. O. Baker,
W. L. Thompson, Jacob Hester, H. T. Hawkins, T. P.
Baker, E. Teter, J. S. Willett, M. E. Warburton, L. L.
Folger, J. M. Hancock, J. A, Wood, E. L. Henderson, A.
E. Belk, E. W. Jones, H. W. Hawkins, F. M. Roberts, G.
H. Clarke, Wesley Markee, S. A, Manwell, E. A. Boyd,
W. M. Lee, P. B. Campbell, I. F. McLiester, Charles
Sicard, H. W. McDowell, L. H. McMillan, O. N. Carna-
han, Emma Fall, O. J. Davis, J. S. Luckey, George Rager,
O. H. P. Woolbright, C. H. Boggs, N. M. Bales, W. L.
Thurber, Mrs. A. E. Belk, O. S. Ballinger, Mrs. Mary
P. Manwell, C. V. Black, Glen W. Hall, J. Lawrence, F.
A. Lewis, C. P. Rank, J. E. Smiley, R. C. Smith, J. L.
Rigsbee, Jasper Hester, D. L. Shidler, I. F. Prouty, C. B.
Armstrong.
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Remarks by the President—The President made ap-
propriate remarks, introducing the work of the Conference,
urging the necessity of adherence to the will of God, of
sufficient breadth in planning for our future work, and of
co-operation in order to the best success.

Professor J. S. Luckey in behalf of the Literary Soc1ety
of Houghton Seminary, presented the President with a
gavel brought from Jerusalem.

Committee on Religious Services.—The chair stated that
he had appointed Revs. J. J. Coleman and H. W. McDowell
a committee on Religious Services for this session of the
General Confgrence, and asked the Confererice to fill out
the committee.

Upon motion of P. B. Campbell, Rev. J. Hester was
added to the committee.

The Conference Bar Fixed.—By vote of conference -the
first five seats in front of the rostrum was constituted the
conference bar.

Order of Business.—The committee elected to arrange an
order of business for this session of the General Confer-
ence made the following report, which was adopted:

I. Calendar of Business for Each Meeting.

. Devotional Service.
. Roll call.
. Reading and adopting minutes.
. Presenting credentials of delegates.
. Unfinished business. :
6. Presentation of amendments to the Discipline, petitions,
memorials or resolutions.
7. Special orders.
8. Reports of Committees.
9. Miscellaneous business.
18. Adjournment.

[ N N

II. Calendar of Special Orders.
1. Wednesday, Preliminary organization.
2. Thursday, report of Missionary Secretary.

3. Friday, election of conference officers.

10
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4, Saturday, report of Connectional Treasurer.
” at 2 P. M., Eduacational Meeting.

5. Monday, Editor’s Report and Election of Connectional
Officials.

6. Tuesday Report of the Board of Review.
” at 2 P. M. Missionary Rally.

7. It is recommended that, only when otherwise provided
by the conference, there shall be one regular meeting of the
conference per day; from 8 o’clock A. M. to 11:30 A. M.

8. No recommendations for changes in the Discipline
shall be received later than Saturday, the fourth day of the
conference,

9. Recommendations of revision shall be read at three
separate sittings before a vote is taken.
J. J. Coleman,
E. G. Dietrich,
J. Lawrence,
Committee.

Nominating Committee.—The conference endorsed the
action of the President in appointing the chairman of the
various committees, and elected the following committee to
nominate the other members of said committees: W. J.
Seekins, J. S. Willett, E. L. Henderson, C. V. Black and
W. L. Thurber.

Assistant Secretary.—The secretary nominated, and con-
ference elected Mrs. A. E. Belk, of North Carolina, as as-
sistant secretary.

Preliminary organization being completed, the President

stated that it was proper to proceed with the regzular busi-
ness.

Memorials Referred to Committee on Revision.—Rev. H.
W. Hawkins presented a memorial to the General Confer-
ence to amend the Discipline so as to give licentiates who
are pastors the right to vote for conference officers and
General Conference delegates. It was moved to refer this
recommendation and all like memorials to the committee
on revision, without further motion.

Committee on Revision Reports.—The committee on Re-
vision presented a memorial from persons in the bounds
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of the former Miami Conference, asking the General Con-
ference to rescind former action, whereby it constituted
the Ohio Conference, by uniting the Miami and Central
Ohio Conference, which petition was by vote of conference,
referred to the committee on Boundaries.

The committee on Revision presented a further action by
said committee, in which they report the rejection of a pe-
tition from the Indiana Conference, on the question of mak-
ing the use of tobacco a test of membership.

The committee on Revision reported that they did not
recommend a petition from the same conference which was
to the effect that the Connectional Editor, Connectional
Agent and Treasurer, and teachers in connectional schools
shall not be eligible to election as members of the Book
Committee. Upon motion conference adjourned.

The Lord’s Supper Celebrated.—According to previous
arrangements by the Committee on Religious Services the
congregation proceeded to celebrate the Il.ord’s Supper.
This service was conducted by the Rev. S. A. Manwell,
President of the Michigan Conference, and the delegates
and visitors bowed at the table of the Lord in humble
acknowledgement of their faith in the Saviour’s atoning
blood.

Benediction was pronounced by the Rev. C. B. Whittaker.

Second Meeting.—June 24th, 1915.

Opening.—Devotional services were conducted by the
Rev. E. A. Boyd, who read a part of Colossians, third
chapter, and led the conference in prayer. Brother C. L.
Williams conducted the singing, and all joined in singing
hymns Nos. 45 and 423 in the Wesleyan Hymnal.

Roll Call-—The roll was called, and the minutes of the
previous meeting were read and approved.

Committee on Enrolment Reports.—The committee on
enrolment made a further report, and the following names
were read and added to the roll: D. T. Perrine, C. H.
Dow, P. A. Miller, Carl C. Conrad, Miss Cleo Young,
Elmer D. Cheney, C. L. Williams, Ruby Helen Paine,
Frank Ballou, Charles Ries, and F. W. Dreyer.
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Cemmunications Read.—A communication was received
from F. M. Graham of the North Georgia Conference,
stating that though he was a delegate from said conference,
he would not be present, and expressing his interest
in the welfare of the conference. His name was ordered
placed on the roll. ‘

India Mission Conference.—The Missionary Secretary pre-
sented a petition from our mission workers in India, con-
sisting of Albert E. Ashton, Bessie Ashton, Stella Wouod,
John Reed, and Mrs. John Reed, requesting to be received
and constituted the India Mission Conference of the Wes-
leyan Methodist Connection of America. The Missionary
Board having endorsed the request, it was by vote of the
conference accepted.

Committee on Revision Reports.—The secretary of the
committee on Revision made a farther partial report, read-
ing items No. 24, 2B, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17 and 19. It was moved to consider the report item by
item in order to any discussion that may be desired. The
motion was carried.

ThHe committee on Enrolment presented the names of

E. G. Dietrich, and 1. A. Grise, which were added to the
roll.

Committee on Constitutional Law Reports.—The com-
mittee elected at the last General Conference to determine
what was constitutional and what was statutory law stated
that they were ready to make a report in view of its pro-
bable bearing upon questions that might arise, the com-
mittee was permitted to make its report. It was moved
that the report be adopted. It was then determined to con-
sider it item by item. It was moved to amend items four
and five, bearing upon the question of eligibility to interpret
them as meaning statutory law instead of constitutional
law. A motion to adjourn was lost. Moved to lay the
question under discussion upon the table. The motion
prevailed.

Committee on Nominations made its report. The report
was adopted. See report No. 1.

Conference adjourned by limitation.
Benediction by Rev. A. E. Belk.
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Third Meeting,~—June 25th, 1915. A

Opening.—The conference convened at 8 o’clock A. M.
Devotional services were conducted by Rev. A. W. Smith,
of the Ohio Conference.

The roll was called.

Minutes of the previcus mieeting were read and approved..

The committee on Enrollment made a {urther report,
presenting the names of delegates, C. K. Thompson, Stella
Wood, Aaron Worth, and J. B. Douglass, which were added
to the roll.

Committee on Courtesies.—Charles Sicard and J. O. Baker
were elected a committee on Courtesies.

General Conference Reporter—Professor S. W. Bond was.
elected Conference Reporter.

By request of the Woman’s Missionary Conference it was
voted to change the special order of meetings, appointing
the Missionary Rally for Saturday afternoon, and the Edu-
cational Meeting for Tuesday afternoon.

Election to Fill Vacancy.—The resignation of L. L. Folger
as a member of the committe on Boundaries was accepted,
and I. F. McLiester was elected to fill the vacancy.

Fraternal Greetings Arranged for.—Notice being given
that a fraternal delegate from the Free Methodist Church.
would visit the Conference, Rev. A. Worth was elected
to respond to the fraternal address that would be given.

Report of Committee on Constitutional Law Considered—
Upon motion of Brother Pinkney, the report of the Com-
mittee on Constitutional law was taken from the table.
The report was amended by referring items four and five
to a committee which shall be elected, to report upon the
same at the next session of the General Conference.
Items six and seven were considered. No objections were
offered. It was moved to amend paragraph four of item
eight, making new laws binding after the new Disciplines
are published. Item nine was considered. The report as
amended was adopted. See report No. 2.

Introductions.—Mrs. Anna Boardman Smith, returned
missionary from Africa, formerly in the employ of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church, more recently under the
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employment of the United Brethren Church, was introduced
to the conference.

Conference Officers Elected.—The special order of the
day was called—the election of conference officers. The
chair appointed A. E. Belk, C. L. Williams, J. Lawrence,
and J. S. Willett as tellers. For General Conference Presi-
dent, Rev. E. Teter received a majority of all votes cast on
the first ballot, and was declared elected. Upon second bal-
lot for Ministerial Vice-President, Rev. E. D. Carpenter re-
ceived a majority of all votes cast, and was declared elected.

Introductions—The Rev. M. A. Parker, a minister of the
Free Methodist denomination, of Perry, N. Y., was intro-
duced to the Conference, and presented a resolution from
the General Conference of the Free Methodist Church, now
in session in Chicago, relating to the disfranchisement of
many of our ministry, consequent upon our itinerary sys-
tem, and asking that our General Conference arrange to
co-operate with them in an effort to secure civil legis-
lation concerning it. It was moved that when we adjourn
we adjourn to meet at 2 o’clock P. M.

Election of Conference Officers Concluded.—Upon second
ballot for lay Vice-President, Mr. J. Lawrence received a
majority of all votes cast, and was declared elected. Upon
the third ballot for General Conference Secretary, Rev. E,
‘F. McCarty received the majority vote, and was declared
elected. These brethren made appropriate remarks in
accepting the obligations of their respective offices, and
conference was declared adjourned by limitation.

Benediction by Rev. E. W. Bruce.

Fourth Meeting.—2 P. M., June 25th, 1915,

Opening.—Conference convened as per adjournment, at
2 o'clock P. M.

Devotions were conducted by Rev. E. W. Bruce, of the
Michigan Conference.

The roll was called, and the minutes of the previous
meeting read, corrected and approved.

Memorial Service Arranged For.—It was moved thati a
commiittee be appointed to arrange for a memorial service
for the Rev. A. T. Jennings, and that suitable resolutions be
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drafted, and that H. W. McDowell be chairman of said
committee. P. B. Campbell and J. S. Luckey were added
to the committee.

Miscellaneous Business.—A motion was carried that a
committee be elected to draft a uniform statistical blank
and present it to this body. Charles Sicard, H. W. Hawkins
and A. E. Belk were elected as such committee.

Unfinished business was taken up by the conference, and
the newly elected secretary took his place after makmg 3
few remarks in which he accepted of the office.

It was voted that Sister A. E. Belk be continued as as-
sistant secretary.

The committee on revision of the Discipline offered a
partial report, in which they read items Nos. 22, 23 and
24, for the first time. No discussion followed.

Committee on Budget Reports.—The committee on the
Budget made its report. A motion prevailed to adopt that
part of their report that does not effect the revision of
the Discipline. (See report No. 3.) By a previous motion,
the part referring to revision was referred back to the com-
mittec.

The Committee on Sunday Schools Reports.—That part
of their report that does not effect the revision of the Dis-
cipline was adopted. (See report No. 4.)

The report of the committee on the State of the Church,
was offered and adopted. (See report No. 5.)

Missionary Secretary Reports.—The Vice-President was
asked to.take the chair, and Rev. E. Teter, the Missionary
Secretary, gave an abbreviated report of the general con-
ditions of our missionary work at the present time. He
affirmed that additional information would be furnished the
conference on the occasion of the Missionary Rally. His
report was adopted. (See report No. 6.)

Memorial from W. H. & F. M. Society.—Mrs. Mary P.
Manwell read a memorial from the W. H. & F. M. Society
to the General Conference, recommending changes in their
eonstitution. (See resolution No. 1.) The rules were sus-
pended and the report was adopted.

Committee on Revision Reports.—The committee on re-
vision gave a szecond reading of items Nos. 2 and-3. A
moticn was carried that the recommendation of the Book
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‘Committee concerning item No. 3 be adopted by this body,
thus referring said petition to the Educational Society and
to the Trustees of the Indiana Conference, for {urther
.consideration. Item No. 4 was read the second time, but
was not recommended by the committee. Item No. 5 was
not approved, but a substitute was offered by the committee
on Revision. This was its second reading. The following
items were given a second reading: Nos. 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19.

TUpon motion conference adjourned. The doxology was
sung, and the benediction was pronounced by Rev. L. L
Folger.

Fifth Meeting.—8 o’clock A. M., June 26th, 1915,

Opening.—Conference opened with the devotional exer-
cises conducted by Rev. W. R: Emerson, President of the
Iowa Conference.

In the absence of the roll, the minutes were read, cor-
rected and approved. The roll was called.

Miscellaneous Business.—Rev. Aaron Worth offered his
resignation as the speaker to answer the fraternal dele-
gate from the Free Methodist Conference. J. S. Willett
was elected to fill the vacancy.

Amendments Nos. 25, 26 and 27 received their first read-
ing, and were referred to the committee on revision.

A resolution was offered stating that it was the seunse of
this General Conference that all delegates should remain
until the final adjournment, and no excuse will be granted
except for sickneSs or death. The resolution was adopted

Committee on Missions Reports.—The committee on Mis-
sions offered its report. H. W. Hawkins gave a general
report. The work was divided among other members of
the committee as follows: F. M. Roberts reported on
Tennessee and Alabama; Stella Wood on India and G. H.
Clarke on Africa. A motion prevailed to adopt the re-
ports with the exception of the recommendations, which
were referred to the Missionary Society for further con-
sideration. See report No. 8.

Connectional Treasurer’s Report.—The orders of the day
were called for, and the Connectional Treasurer gave his

17
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report. A motion prevailed to defer the adoption of this
report until the Monday morning meeting.

Seventy Years Ago Fund.—The Treasurer proceeded to
take pledges to liquidate the balance of the Seventy Years
Ago Fund. More than the necessary amount was raised.

The conference arose, sung the doxology and the Presi-
dent pronounced the benediction.

Sixth Meeting—2 P. M.

Opening.—The special missionary rally arranged for by
the Committee on Program was given, and was greatly ap-
preciated by the audience. The free-will offering amounted
to $105.10. The audience was dismissed, and the President
called the conference to order for business.

Miscellaneous Business,—The motion was carried to re-
fer to the Committee on Thanks the matter of drafting our
sentiments of appreciation for the faithful services of our
former secretary.

It was moved that all committee reports be gotten up
in good shape before being handed to the secretary.

The Committee on the State of the Country and Pro-
hibition made its report, which was adopted. (See report
No. 9.)

The Committee on the Societies of the World reported.
The report was adopted. (See report No. 22.)

Introductions.—The following were introduced to the
conference: F. S. Lee, William Clow, S. Bedford, S. W.
Jennings, F. L. Presley, of the Rochester Conference; W.
R. Emerson, of the Iowa Conference; E. W. Bruce and
Jennie Ayers, of the Michigan Conference; J. E. Tiffany,
H. J. Bullock, C. W. Smith, W. Readett, H. C. Bedford,
D. S. Bedford, J. R. Babcock and C. B. Whitaker, of the
Lockport Conference; A. E. Moses, .A. C. Dow, of the
Champlain Conference; G. W. Calhoun and Della Osborn,
of the Ohio Conference; P. D. Cutshall and Mary E.
Buell, of the Allegheny Conference; and Belle McClure,
of the Indiana Conference, all of whom made fitting
temarks.

A motion prevailed to grant all who were introduced to
the conference honorary seats.

18
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Agent’s Request Granted.—The Agent rcquested that
after devotional exercises Monday morning time be granted
him to finish his work on the Seventy Years Ago Fund
and to burn the certificates. By motion his request was
granted.

On motion the President declared the conference ad-
journed until 8 o’clock Monday morning.

Benediction by H. W. Hawkins.
Seventh Meeting.— 8 A. M., June 28th, 1915,

Opening.—The seventh meeting of the General Con-
ference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of America con-
vened at 8 o’clock A. M., with the President in the chair.
After singing, Rev. P. D. Cutshall led the devotional exer-
cises, reading and giving a brief exposition of the 9lst
Psalm.

The roll was called. The minutes were read and ap-
proved.

A motion was carried, requesting the secretary to care-
fully report the religious services during the conference,
and insert them in a prominent place in the journal.

Burning of the Certificates—J]. S. Willett, with a few
fitting remarks, proceeded to carry out the order of the
day, which was to burn the paid-up certificates of the
Seventy Years Ago Fund. The conference united in singing
“Blest Be The Tie That Binds” and other appropriate
stanzas of songs while they were burning. An occasional
“Praise the Lord” from appreciative hearts broke the still-
ness. This part of the morning service was concluded by
standing and singing “Praise God, From Whom AIll Bless-
ings Flow,” and Brother Willett offered a most earnest
and touching prayer, giving thanks to Almighty God for
removing these financial burdens, and graciously filling the
treasury of the Seventy Years Ago Fund full and over-
flowing.

Fraternal Relations Considered.—A motion was carried
that the members of our joint commission, viz., W. J.
Seekins, E. Teter, P. B. Campbell and J. S. Willett be
authorized to confer with the fraternal delegate of the
Free Methodist Church to consider items of fraternal re-
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Jations as stated in the Free Methodist General Conference
Daily.

Treasurer’s Report adopted.—The report of the Connec-
tional Treasurer was adopted. (See report No. 10.)

Editor’s Report.—The order of the day was called for and
the editor gave his report, which was adopted. (See re-
port No. 11.)

Sunday School Secretary’s Report.—The report oi the
.Sunday School Secretary was made and adopted. (See re-
port No. 12.)

Election of Connectional Officials.—The special order
-of the day was called for—the election of the Connectional
Officials. The chairman appointed the following tellers:
A. E. Belk, C. L. Williams, J. Lawrence and Charles Si-
-card.

F. A. Butterfield having received a majority of all votes
.cast, upon the first ballot, was declared elected to the
office of Connectional Editor. For Connectional Agent,
J. S. Willett received a majority of all the votes cast, upon
the first ballot, and was declared elected. For Connec-
tional Missionary Secretary, E. Teter received a majority
of all the votes cast, upon the first ballot, and was de-
clared elected.

Districting the Connection.—The Committee on dis-
tricting the Connection submitted its report. Upon motion
the report was referred back to the committee with in-
structions to make the districting and distribution of mem-
bers of the Book Committee on the basis of twelve, and
that the three Connectional officials be members ex-
‘officio, or members at large.

Committee on Revision Reports.—The committee on
Revision gave a second reading of the following items:
‘Nos. 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27. Item No. 25 was amended
by changing the word “require” to “recommend.” A mo-
tion prevailed to extend the time for the secound reading
of items Nos. 28 and 29. These items were then read.

The President declared the conference adjourned by
limitation of time.

Benediction by Rev. L.. L. Folger.
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Eighth Meeting—2 o’clock P. M., June 28th, 1915.

Memorial Service.—The special memorial service pro--
vided for by the conference opened at 2 o’clock. The
service was introduced with song. H. W. McDowell, chair-
man of the Committee on the Memorial Service, offered
a few suitable remarks, after which he presented four differ-
ent speakers, who in turn ably mentioned many of the ex-
cellent qualities possessed by our brother A. T. Jennings,
in whose memory the service was held. Steps were taken
to raise a fund for the purchase of a suitable monument.
for his grave, as an expression of the high esteem in which
the man was held by the Connection.

After dismissing the audience, the President called the-
conference to order for business.

The committee on districting the Connection submitted
its report, which was adopted. (See report No. 13.)

Catechism Ordered Revised and Published.—A motion:
prevailed that the Editor and Agent constitute a committee
to edit a revised edition of the Catechism, by Jennings.

Conference Records.—The committee on Conference re--
cords gave its report. It was adopted. (See report No. 14.)

A motion carried requesting the Editor to supply the
lacking statistics caused by the absence of some conference:
records, the same to be entered on the journal and shown
in the published report.

A motion prevailed that the committee on records formu-
late a standard of excellence for our annual and General
Conference secretaries for keeping our records.

Course of Study.—The committee on the Course of Study
reported. A motion was carried to give it a second read--
ing before adoption.

Memorial Servicee—A motion prevailed that the resolu-
tions read by the committee on memorial services be:
adopted, and spread upon the minutes. (See report No.15)

Committee to Purchase Tomb Stone.—A motion was car-
ried, electing a committee to purchase a tomb stone for
the grave of Rev. A. T. Jennings, and H. W. McDowell
was made chairman of said committee. J. S. Willett and J..
S. Luckey were added to the committee.
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Boundaries.—A motion carried to refer the question on
the boundary of the South Ohio Conference to the Com-
mittee .on Boundaries,

Annual Conference Records.—A motion prevailed that
the secretary of the General Conference be instructed to
notify the secretaries of the Annual Conferences at least
sixty days before the General Conference convenes to
send the records of their annual conferences to the seat
of the General Conference in time for use by the Committee
on Conference Records.

Questions on Course of Study.—A motion was carried
to elect a committee to prepare questions on the Course of
Study, and J. J. Coleman was made chairman. J. O. Baker,
F. C. Hill and H. C. Bedford were added to the committee,

Location of Next General Conference.—A motion pre-
vailed that the place for the next General Conference be
referred to the Book Committee. :

Committee on Constitutional and Statutory Law..—A mo-
tion was carried that the former members of the com-
mittee on Constitutional and Statutory Law be con-
tinued in office. Charles Sicard was added to the com-
mittee.

Adjourned by vote. Benediction by W. L. Thompson
Ninth Meeting.—8 o’clock A. M., June 29th, 1915.

Opening.—The devotions were conducted by E. L.
Henderson, of the North Carolina Conference. The roll
was called. Minutes of the two previous sittings were
read and adopted.

Introductions.—Rev. H. A. Baldwin, of the Free Metho-
dist- Church, and Rev. S. D. Wilcox, of the Rochester
Conference, were introduced.

Resolutions Offered.—Resolutions were offered to the
effect that it is the judgment of this General Conference
that the following provisions shall from this date consti-
tute a part of the unwritten law of the Wesleyan Methodist
Connection of America. (1) That no elder shall be elected
to the office of Conference President for more than four
consecutive terms. (2) That the General Conference Presi-
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dent, Connectional Officials, and members of the Book
Committee shall not be elected to the same office for
more than two terms in succession. These resolutions
were laid on the table by vote of 34 to 29.

Standard of Excellence.— Committee on Records re-
ported their standard of excellence for conference records.
The majority report of the committee was adopted. (See
report No. 19.)

Miscellaneous Business.—The committee on the Course of
Study gave their report a second reading.

A. E. Belk was elected to fill the vacancy in the com-
mittee on Statistics, made by J. M. Hancock being com-
pelled to leave on account of sickness.

Extension of Time for Licentiates.—It was moved to
increase the time for finishing the course of study, and
enjoy the rights of a licentiate, from five to seven years.
The rule was suspended, and the motion carried.

Licentiates Privileges Extended.—The authorization to
administer the sacrament was amended to read “appointed
to definite, active work,” instead of “pastoral work.”

Previous Question.—The previous question was called
for, and the motion was carried.

Ttem 29 was given a third reading. This item was
adopted.

Nominations for Book Committee.—The nominations of
the various districts as provided for, were made, which
were as follows: Qhio, South Ohio and Tennessee, lay, L.
H. McMillan; Michigan and North Michigan, ministerial
S. A. Manwell; Lockport, ministerial, H. W. McDowell;
Canada, Champlain and Rochester, ministerial, E. D.
Carpenter, lay, E. G. Dietrich; Allegheny, lay, Fleming
Perrine;' Kansas, Oklahoma and Willamette. ministerial,
P. A. Miller; Tndiana and Illinois, ministerial, William
Pinkney, lay, Jasper Hester; Jowa, Wisconsin and Dakota,
lay, O. S. Ballinger; North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, North Georgia and Alabama, ministerial, L. L.
Folger, lay, Joe Lawrence. These members were elected
to the Book Committee, whom with F. A. Butterfield,
Editor, J. S. Willett, Agent, and E. Teter, Missionary
Secretary, constitute the full Book Committee.
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Report on Records Adopted.—The committee on Records.
gave its final report which. was adopted. (See report
No. 14.)

Report on Book Concern~The Committee on Book
Concern made its report. It was adopted. (See report
No. 16.)

Adoption of Report on Boundaries.—Committee on
Boundaries reported. It was considered item by item, and
was adopted. (See report No. 17.)

Educational Report Adopted.—The committee on Edu-
catian gave its report, which was adopted. (See report
No. 18)

Uniform Statistical Blanks.-—The committee on Uniform
Statistical Blanks reported. The consideration of the re-
port was deferred for lack of time,

Adjourned by limitation.
Benediction by S. D. Wilcox.

Tenth Meeting.—2 P. M., June 29th, 1915.

Opening.—The tenth meeting opened at 2 o'clock, with
the Vice-President in the chair. Devotions were conducted
by F. S. Lee. The meeting was then turned over to H.
W. McDowell, chairman of the special educational rally,
previously arranged for.

Educational Rally.—He presented seven different speakers.
who discussed various important phases of the educational
work of our Connection. These services were highly ap-
preciated by the audience and undoubtedly will prove
effectual in awakening an increased interest in the educa-
tional work of our Connection.

A motion prevailed that when we adjourn we adjourn
to meet at 7:30 o'clock today.

Uniform Statistical Blanks.—The report of the com-
mittee on the uniform statistical blanks was adopted (See
report No. 20.)

A motion was carried that this committee be authorized
to edit these blanks. A motion prevailed that each confer-
ence secretary notify the Agent as to the number of
blanks needed and pay for those ordered.
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Board of Trustees—A motion was carried that the secre-
tary of the conference be instructed to cast the ballot
of this body for Edward G. Dietrich, as first member on
the Board of Trustees. The ballot was cast and Edward
G Dietrich was declared elected. Ballots were cast for
the four following members of the Board of Trustees, and
they were declared elected: Edward D. Carpenter, John S.
Willett, Frank A. Butterfield, and Howard W. McDowell.

Board of Review.—The nominations for the Board of
Review were as follows: William Pinkney, H. W. Mec-
Dowell, L. L. Folger, Fleming Perrine and J. Lawrence,
all of whom were unanimously elected for the next four
years.

Course of Study.—The committee on the Course of Study
gave its report a third reading, which was adopted. (See
Ttem No. 18 Revised Course of Study in Discipline.) (See
report No. 23.)

Committee on Thanks.——The Committee on Thanks sub-
mitted its report, which was adopted. (See report No. 21.)
A resolution was offered, discussed and left as unfinished
business.

Adjourned to meet at 7:30 o’clock.

Benediction by C. K. Thompson.
Eleventh Meeting.—7:30 P. M., June 29th, 1915.

Opening.—The President called the meeting to order and
Aaron Worth led in prayer.

Unfinished Business.—The resolution presented in the
former ineeting was taken up as unfinished business and
adopted. (See resolution No. 2.)

The motion was made and carried to adjourn at 3:15.

Proposed Tobacco Amendment, 3rd reading.—The third
reading was given to item No. 1. It was discussed until
the President declared the conference adjourned by
limitation.

Benediction by Aaron Worth.

25



GENERAL CONFERENCE MINUTES.
Twelfth Meeting.—8 o’clock A, M., June 30th, 1915,

Opening.—W. L. Thompson, of Indiana, conducted the
religious services. reading Isaiah 62. The roll was called.
The minutes were read and approved.

A

Offering for the Secretary.—A f{ree-will offering was
taken for the secretary—amount $13.75

Vacancy in Book Committee—A motion prevailed that
where a member of the Book Committee moves from the
district from which he was chosen, that shall forfeit his
membership on the committee, and the necessary steps be
taken to elect his successor.

The motion was made that when a vacancy occurs in the
Book Committee, it be the duty of the chairman of the
Book Committee to notify the Presidents of the respective
conferences in the district where the vacancy occurs, and
that they nominate a new member of the committee.

Tobacco Amendment Considered.—The unfinished busi-
ness was taken up and the discussion of item No. 1 con-
tinued. '

A motion was made to substitute a resolution for the
original amendment in item No. 1, making the use, culti-
vation and sale of tobacco objectionable, requiring a three-
fourths vote to admit members into our churches. This
resolution was laid on the table.

Before the above resolution was tabled the motion pre-
vailed that the further discussion of this item be deferred
until the President give his decision as to whether the reso-
lution offered would be substituted for the amendment be-
fore this body.

Reading of Proposed Amendments.—Item No. 2 was
given a third reading and referred to the committee on
Constitutional and Statutory Law.

Item No. 2, sub-paragraph “A” was read and adopted.

Item No. 2, sub-paragraph “B” was read and adopted.

Item No. 4 was read and referred to the committee on
Constitutional and Statutory Law.

Item No. 5 was read. The original item was amended
an-! the substitute was adopted.
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A Standing Committee on Course of Study.—The motion
was carried that the present committee on Course of Study
be constituted the standing committee on Course of Study.

Vote on the Proposed Tobacco Amendment—The pre-
vious question was called for touching the discussion of
Item No. 1, which had been under consideration. It was
carried.

The yea and nay vote was taken on Item No. l—a pro-
posed ‘amendment to the Discipline. )

The whole number of votes cast, 70—55 yeas; 15 nays.
The amendment was declared carried. .

A motion prevailed to extend the time to give opportunity
to those voting to state why they voted as they did.

Adjourned by vote until 1:30 o’clock.

Benediction by J. S. Willett.

Thirteenth Meeting.—1:30 P. M., June 30th, 1915.

Opening.—The devotional exercises were led by G. H.
Clarke. The roll was called and the minutes were read and
approved. ‘

Introductions.—L. W. Strong, of the Allegheny Confer-
ence, was introduced.

Greetings Ordered Sent.—A motion prevailed that our
greetings be extended to all conferences not represented in
this bhody.

General Conference  Minutes.—A motion was carried
that our Connectional Editor, Agent and General Confer-
ence Secretary be authorized to edit and publish the
General Conference minutes.

The Discipline—The motion was made that our Connec-
tional Editor and Agent be authorized to edit and publish
the new book of Discipline and put it on sale. Also, that
they are hereby instructed to make a better grouping of
paragraphs where needed, and to give an enlarged, or
cross-reference index.

Denominational Year Book.—A resolution was passed
recommending that the Book Committee be instructed to
.consider the preparation of a denominational year book.
(See resolution No. 3.)
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Discussion on Tobacco Amendment Continued.—The un-
finished business was then taken up, and reasons were
given by different members of the conference for voting
as they did on item No. 1, making tobacco a test of mem-
bership in our churches.

A motion carried that the summary of the yea and nay
votes on the above question be published in our minutes,
omitting the names of the voters.

It was moved that the Presidents of the various con-
ferences shall notify pastors of their conference of the
general conference action, and instruct the pastors and
churches to take the vote on the tobacco amendment, also
take the vote of the conferences, and report said action to
the General Conference President by January lst, 1917.

Pay for Services of Secretary.—A resolution was offered
recommending that it be the sense of this General Confer-
ence that our secretary be allowed $50.00 for services dur-
ing the session of the General Conference and in the pre-
paration of the minutes for publication, also copying the .
records in the journal; that the assistant secretary be
allowed $15.00 for services during the session of the Gen-
eral Conference, and that these amounts be paid from the
treasuries of the active incorporate societies of our Con-
nection,

The W. H. & F. M. Society Reports.—The W. H. &
F. M. Society gave a summary of the treasurer’s report also
a summary of the statistical report. The motion carried
that this report be received and spread upon our confer-
ence minutes. (See report No. 24.)

The W. H. & . M. Society presented a request to the
General Conference, asking it to advise the Executive
Boards of the Annual Conferences to publish the minutes
of the W. H. & F. M. S. and their statistical reports free
of charge, in token of their appreciation of their work.
The request was granted.

Reading of Proposed Amendments Continued.—The fol-
lowing amendments were given third reading and acted
upon: Item No. 7 was amended by striking out the last
paragraph, and then adopted. Item No. 7—it was adopted.
Item No. 8 This amendment was lost. Item No. 9. It
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was adopted. Item No. 10 was adopted. Item No. 11 was
amended so as to read ‘“three” instead of “two” and then
adopted. Item No. 12 was amended so as to read “ex-
cepting trustees.” This item as amended was adopted.
Item No. 13 was read and adopted. Item No. 14 was de-
clared by the President out of order and expunged. Items
No. 15 and No. 16 were adopted. Item No. 17 was amended
by substituting the word “committee” in place of “advis-
ory board” This item was adopted. Items Nos. 18 and 19
were referred to committees. Item No. 22 was amended,
making the requirements the same as for a licentiate to
have and retain the privileges of administering the sacra-
ment. It was adopted. Item No. 28 was read on the
recommendations offered by the Sunday School Committee.
A motion was carried, recommending that the plan as out-
lined by the committee be approved and that it be referred
to the Book Committee for further consideration. The
report was adopted item by item, there. being seven items
in all.

Items Nos. 23, 24, 25 and 26 were given their third read-
ing and adopted item by item.

Statistical Report Adopted.—The report of the committee
on- Statistics was made and adopted. (See report No. 25.)

Authorization to Appoint Chairmen of Committees.—A
motion carried that the President of the General Conference
be authorized to appoint the chairman of all committees,
including the committee to arrange an order of business
for the General Conference.

Business Referred to Book Committee..—A motion pre-
vailed that any business not attended to at this confergnce
will be referred to the Book Committee for settlement.

Auditing and Invoice Committee Elected.—The Auditing
and Invoice Committee were elected as follows: Charles Si-
card, E. D. Carpenter and D. S. Bediord.

J. S. Willett was elected to preach the next General Con-
ference sermon. P. B. Campbell was made reserve.

Fraternal Delegate Introduced.—W. W. Clay, of the
Illinois Conference, was introduced, and given opportunity
to speak as fraternal delegate to the Free Methodist Church.

The following committee was elected to act jointly with
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the commission appointed by the Free Methodist Church,
in the matter of disfranchisement of ministers: Charles
Sicard, F. A. Butterfield and Wm. Pinkney.

Issuing‘ of Sunday School Diplomas.—A motion pre-
vailed that the Sunday School Secretary be authorized to
issue and sign diplomas to those taking the S. S. studies
under the direction of the International Sunday School As-
sociation.

A motion was carried to adjourn until 7:30 P. M.

Benediction by W. W. Clay.
Fourteenth Meeting.—7:30 P. M., June 30th, 1915,

Opening.—The meeting opened with song service, con
ducted by C. L. Williams. D. T. Perrine, of Michigan,
conducted the devotions.

The minutes were read, corrected and approved.

Committee to Confer with like Committee from Free
Methodist Church.—The {raternal delegate, W. W. C(Clay,
reported that the Free Methodist Church requested this
body to elect a committee to act jointly with a like com-
mittee elected by the Free Methodist General Conference.

A motion was carried that this General Conference elect
a committee of three, having in mind, the same thought
that the Free Methodist General Conference acted upon,
that this committee receive its instructions from the Book
Committee as to how far they shall go in contemplated
union of the two churches. The committee elected was J.
S. Willett, F. A. Butterfield and P. B. Campbell.

The minutes of the present sitting were read and approved.

Upon motion by J. S. Willett the conference adjourned
sine die.

The audience arose, sang the doxology and the Presi-
dent, Rev. E. Teter offered prayer, committing the inter-
ests of our beloved Church to the care of Almighty God, and
thus closed the nineteenth quadrennial session of the Gen-
eral Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church.

Eber Teter, President
E. F. McCarty, Secretary.
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REPORTS

Report No. 1.
COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS.

First, Sabbath Schools:—Rev. W. J. Seekins, Chairman;
Rev. H. T. Hawkins, Rev. J. A. Wood, C. P. Rank, and
Frank Ballou.

Second, Districting the Connection for the purpose of
nominating the Book Committee:—Rev. E. D. Carpenter
Chairman; Rev. E. L. Henderson, Rev. A. W. Smith, C. V.
Black, D. L. Shidler, and E. G. Dietrich.

Third, Committee on Boundary:—Rev. E. A. Boyd, Chair-
man; Rev. I. F. McLiester, Rev. P. B. Campbel}, J. E. Smiley,
and N. M. Bales.

Fourth, Committee on State of the Country, including
Prohibition:—Rev. W. L. Thompson, Chairman; Rev. A, E.
Belk, Rev. E. F. McCarty, Rev. A. Worth, W. L. Thurber,
O. S. Ballinger, and E. Cheney.

Fifth, Committee on State of the Church:—Rev. F. A,
Butterfield, Rev. S. A. Manwell, Rev. E. Teter, L. H. Mec-
Millan, O. N. Carnahan, and Rev. J. S. Willett.

Sixth, Education:—Rev. H. W. McDowell, Chairman;
Rev. J. O. Baker, Rev. S. W. Bond, J. S. Luckey, Mary P.
Manwell, and Cart C. Conrad..

Seventh, Committee on Budget:—]J. S. Luckey, Chairman;
Glen W. Hall, Rev. M. E. Warburton, A. D. Osborn, and
I. L. Prouty.

Eighth, Committee on Missions:—Rev. H. W. Hawkins,
Chairman; Rev. J. Hester, Rev. W. M. Lee, J. Lawrence,
Jasper Hester; Africa, G. H. Clarke; India, Stella Wood;
Home Missions, including Mission School in Alabama, Rev.
F. M. Roberts; Oklahoma, Rev. A. D. Bissey, and Rev. E.
Teter.

Ninth, Committee on Societies of the World, including
Secret Societies:—Rev. P. A. Williams, Chairman; Rev. E.
W. Jones, Rev. William Pinkney, J. L. Rigsbee and C. B.
Armstrong.
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Tenth, Committee on Conference Records:—J. Lawrence,
Chairman; S. W. Wright, Wesley Markee, O. H. P. Wool-
bright and Emma Fall.

Eleventh, Committee on Book Concern:—Rev. Charles
Sicard, Chairman; Rev. J. S. Willett, Rev. I. F. McLeister,
Geo. Rager and C. H. Boggs.

Twelfth, Committee on Thanks:—Rev. S. A. Manwell,
Chairman; F. A. Lewis, Mrs. O. J. Davis, R. C. Smith and
Rev. P. B. Campbell.

Thirteen, Committee on Statistics:—Rev. I. A. Grise,
Chairman; Rev. J. M. Hancock, Rev. D. T. Perrine.

Fourteenth, Committee on Course of Study:—Rev. T. P.
Baker, Chairman; Rev. W. L. Thompson, Rev. C. H. Dow,
Rev. E. L. Henderson, Prof. J. S. Luckey and Clarence
Williams.

Respectfully Submitted,

W. J. Seekins, Chairman.
E. L. Henderson,

C. V. Black,

W. L. Thurber,

J. S. Willett..

Report No. 2.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL
AND STATUTORY LAW.

We, the remaining members of your committee appointed
by the last General Conference to report on the above
questions, beg leave to report as follows:

Constitutional.

We define constitutional law to be that part of the policy
of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection, or Church, of Amer-
ica as can only be changed by a vote of the General and
Annual Conferences and membership vote of the churches,
as provided for in Section 35, paragraph 72, of the present
Discipline.

1. All that is mentioned in said paragraph, that can only
be changed as prescribed, is constitutional law.
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2. We believe that the supervision of the Annual Confer-
ences over the ministry and Churches within their bounds,
js a Constitutional right, but is limited by sub-sections Nos.
1, 2, and 3, and that the rights of the churches and min-
istry, as is set forth under said Section 81 and sub-sections
Nos. 1, 2, 3 are constitutional.

3. (a) The right of the Churches to receive and expel
or discontinue members of the same, is constitutional. That
is to say, no pastor or any officer of the church has a
right to receive or discontinue a member of the church. It
must be done by the action of the Church.

(b) The right of the Church to elect all its officers, and
remove the same, is a constitutional right. No pastor or
otlier official has any right to appoint an officer or declare
an office vacant. This right belongs to the Church alone.

4. The rights of the Eldership, as to holding any office
to which elders are eligible, is a constitutional right.

5. The rights of the laity to hold any office to ‘which a
lay member is eligible, is a constitutional right.

6. The conditions of membership is a constitutional right.
No Annual Conference or Church, or the General Confer-
ence, can change said conditions, either by repeal of pres-
ent conditions or adding new conditions, but said changes
must be made by the concurrent action of all three—the
General Conference, Annual Conference and membership of
the churches.

-

7. The Articles of Religion being constitutional as to
change, it will follow that it is unconstitutional to place any
book in the course of study that teaches anything that
contravenes our articles of faith. The Board of Review
shall be the authority to decide on any book called in
question.

8. Any law that destroys the principle of equal repre-
sentation of the ministry and laity, in any of the repre-
sentative bodies of the Church, would be unconstitutional.

Statutory.

1. The General Conference has the right to say who
shall constitute its membership, provided there is main-
tained equal representation as it pertains to the ministry and
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laity, and provided further that no Annual Conference shall
be deprived of representatives.

2. The General Conference has the right to say who-
shall compose the membership of an Annual Conference,
provided it maintains the equality of representation as to
the ministry and laity, and further provided that no church
or charge shall be deprived of representation.

3. The General Conference has the right to legislate as.
to the best methods of conducting the business of the entire
Connection, beginning with the churches, and including the
quarterly and annual conferences, and also the business of’
the General Conference itself. It also has the right to
legislate as to the best methods of carrying on the work of
the Publishing Association, Missionary Society, Educational
Society, and all corporate societies, and all the judiciary de--
partments, whether of churches, quarterly or annual con-
ferences.

4. All statutory laws take effect when the Discipline is.
published upon the adjournment of the General Conference,
unless otherwise specified.

We recommend that as much of this report as is adopted,
be made a separate section of the Discipline, with paragraph
numbers to correspond with same.

Respectfully submitted,

E. Teter,

E. G. Dietrich,

P. B. Campbell,

J. S. Luckey.

(A. T. Jennings deceased.)

Report No. 3.
THE BUDGET.

We, your Committee on Budget, report as follows:

Adequate and business-like financing lies at the heart of
every successful enterprise. This is fundamental and never
incidental. Especially is this true in church activities.
If a church is to be strong, spiritual, aggressive, and wide
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awake, it must have its finances well organized. This is not
all that is necessary for success, but there cannot be success.
without this. The same is prefectly true in regard to the
Connection. While financial prosperity does not necessarily
imply sound spiritual conditions, nevertheless it is true that
lack of financial success does prevent the highest spiritual
efficiency. The work committed to the Church cannot be
done without the developing of proper agencies. The King--
dom must be extended, workers must be trained, and a
loyal laity, the backbone of the Church, must be established
in its doctrines. This cannot be done without the expendi--
ture of money, and God has seen fit to make us co-workers
with Him in this matter. Without doubt He could have
made other provision, but He has made no other plans. He
is truly counting on us. The benevolent institutions of the
denomination depend on her membership for their existence.
The institutions of learning and the agencies for extending
the work in general can accomplish their purpose, serve the
needs of this generation, and meet the requirements resting
upon them, only as they are provided with the necessary
funds. If these funds do not come from the membership,
is it probable that they will come from any other source?
When we consider the average amount per capita that
is needed to support all the denominational interests, the
ability of the Ghurch to support them all is practically self--
evident. When success is not achieved, the reasons are
usually two-fold. In the first place, a definite, well or-
ganized and thoroughly worked financial system is needed
in the denomination, in each conference and in each church.
John Wanamaker says: “Eighty per cent of the churches are
able to care for the interests of the Kingdom and pay their
pastors a good living salary, and will do so when the slip-
shod, spasmodic ways of raising money—are given up and
the Church puts her finances on a business basis, holding
her members to an honest fulfillment of her vows as to
giving.” In the second place, the attitude of many church
members toward the support of the church should be
changed. The author of the “Better Way” says: “The im-
pression has gone abroad that the entire fault has been
with the system, when the facts are that it is in the spirit
and purpose of giving as well as in the system. The fun-
damental idea of Christian giving is, that we are bond-ser-
vants of Jesus Christ, and as such belong to him by a two--
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fold title—creation and redemption. To fail in faithfulness
in rendering unto the Lord that which is His, is sinful if not
criminal. We have allowed ourselves to look upon church
support as a charity. With many the church is regarded as
an organized appeal to charity, and they respond to her
appeals as they do to other charities. This is a great mis-
take. A proper conception as to the true relation of the
Church of Jesus Christ to the social and moral condition of
society will place her appeal for support on an entirely
different basis. An institution that is a necessity to our
well-being must be maintained, and every individual is re-
sponsible for his part of its maintenance.”

There are, however, better times just ahead for our
church affairs if we will but give but a little time to inves-
tigate the system of finance that is now so successfully tak-
ing the place of the old in many of our churches. Many of
us remember the despondency that prevailed a few years
ago when so many used an “if”’ in speaking of our continued
existence. All our interests seemed to be running behind,
debts were accumulating and financial ruin seemed near at
hand unless steps were taken at once to change the situa-
tion. How heavy was the burden on those whose shoulders
were bearing the load, and how mightily was the throne of
‘God besieged for deliverance only eternity can reveal. But
God did hear and already the dawn of a better day seems
to be ushered in. In the midst of this depression, after
very careful and prayerful consideration of the matter, the
“Budget Plan” was adopted by the board, and later on, by
an act of the last General Conference, it was made the
financial system for raising the benevolences of the Connec-
tion. Already it is producing splendid results in our church
work, and with God’s help success seems certain if we do
our share. The plan as given in our Discipline, paragraph
252, page 141, is:

“*The Educational Society and the Missionary Society shall
submit to the Executive Board of the Book Committee, at
its February meeting each year, a budget showing the
amount needed in their respective departments for the en-
suing year. It shall be the duty of the Book Committee to
aggregate the amounts needed in the various departments
of church work into one budget of expense, and from the
budget so gathered apportion to the several conferences the
amount of such apportionment. The Book Committee shall
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take into account the number in the conference and their
ability to pay the share assigned them, and also state the
estimate for each benevolence. It shall be the duty of each
conference at its annual session to apportion the budget of
connectional benevolences assigned to it, to the various
charges of the conference, stating the estimate for each
benevolence. It shall be the duty of the pastor and stew-
ards to see to the faithful collection of the share assigned
their charges, and they shall send all moneys so collected
to the conference treasurer, obtaining his receipts for the
same, provided that if any such money shall be paid to any
of the connectional officials direct, a duplicate receipt of
same shall be furnished the conference treasurer. The
conference treasurer shall remit to the connectional treasury
quarterly.” i

For four years this plan has been in operation and is now
past the experimental stage. It has helped to bring system
out of chaos, to place the finances of the denomination on
a much firmer foundation, and to restore confidence in all
branches of our work. Our greatest opportunity as well as
our greatest duty is to operate the Budget Plan with all
our ability and to make it just as perfect as we possibly
can. Observation and experience indicate that certain prin-
ciples must be considered to bring the highest success, and
we believe that the following thoughts are worthy of our
attention:

In the first place, every department of the Church and
every person in the Church should recognize that we form
a unit, that failure in one branch will bring general failure,
and that no one is free from responsibility. The Board,
the officers in the various departments, the conferences, the
pastors, and the laymen must all recognize their responsi-
bility, work in harmony with the majority, and support with
equal interest and enthusiasm every arm of the Church.
In the second place, there should be the utmost definiteness
and clearness in every particular. Every person who has
any responsibility has a perfect right to know just what
is wanted and just why it is wanted. Hence every one
who is asked to co-operate in operating the Budget Plan
should be given full information concerning every point for
which he is in the least responsible. In the third place.
business methods should be applied in every phase of the
woirk., Our people have a right to demand and they are
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.demanding that the benevolences of the Church shall be
raised and expended in a way that commends itself to sound
business men.

In view of these principles it seems to us that the de-
nominational finances are one of the the foundation stones
of the Church and should receive the most careful consid-
eration by every party involved. In making up the budget,
the Executive Board should receive from the societies item-
ized statements giving very careful estimates of the re-
ceipts and necessary expenditures for the coming year and
should then decide on the total amount to be raised. This
amount should then be apportioned to the conferences, and
we believe that better results would be obtained if it were
definitely stated what the apportionment of each conference
is for Education and what for Missions. To what degree,
‘then, is each conference financially responsible for the suc-
cess of the denomination? Unless the Executive Board has
been unjust or made a mistake it is self evident that each
.conference is responsible at least to the amount of its
apportionment. If our church is to be perpetuated and her
interests maintained, it is absolutely necessary that each
conference shall recognize the responsibility and co-operate
with the whole Connection in carrying out its financial pol-
icy. Having received its apportionment from the Executive
Board, each conference at its annual session should appor-
tion this amount to the various charges. In apportioning
the amount to the various charges, we believe that, as far
as possible, all reference to a per capita apportionment
should be avoided. This was one of the greatest defects of
the “Dollar Plan,” for it does not properly emphasize or
encourage proportionate giving, which is the basis of tith-
ing and Paul’s injunction in 1 Cor. 16:2. Of course mem-
bership must be an important factor in determining the
apportionment of a charge, but this is not the only factor,
and it will be difficult to make a financial plan fully suc-
ceed that does not take into consideration the ability of a
charge to pay, as well as the number of its membership.
‘The responsibility now rests with the pastor and stewards
to operate a definite financial plan on the charge, and the
members are responsible for co-operating and raising their
quota.

In no sense should the General Conference or the Board
dictate the method by which a conference or a charge shall
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raise its budget; but if the voice of the denomination is not
wrong, it has a right to ask that each conference shall turn
.over to the connectional treasurer its apportionment in fwll
for each benevolence. Therefore, for a conference or a
church to be perfectly successful in raising its budget it must
turn over to the proper authorities the full amount for both
benevolences, missions and education.

Of course a conference or a church is not fully successful
if it fails in raising both educational and missionary ap-
portionment, but. it also does not fully succeed if it raises
one in full but lacks in the other; in fact, a conference or a
church is not perfectly successful even if it raises the total
amount of both benevolences, but has a surplus in one and
a lack in the other. So far as the conference can control
the matter, has it a right to pay a surplus for one benevo-
lence while there is a lack in the other? Some say that
gifts cannot be controlled, but is it not true that usually
there are enough individuals and churches who are willing
to pay on the undivided plan to keep the matter in balance?
Many churches are seeing the wisdom of raising the
total apportionment for both benevolences as a whole and
paying the amount undivided to the proper authorities. A
church has met its obligations when it has paid to the con-
ference treasurer its apportionment in full for each benevo-
lence. A conference has met its obligations when it pays
to the Connection its apportionment in full for each benevo-
lence.

We believe that it would be in accordance with sound
business principles if full publicity were given to the results
that each charge and each conference is accomplishing for
the budget. To accomplish this the statistical blank for
the pastor’s report should contain a budget item, which,
when filled out, will show the amount assigned the charge
for each benevolence, the amount raised for each benevo-
lence, and the amount raised as undivided budget. It should
be necessary for this item to be audited by the conference
treasurer, and each pastor should be held strictly account-
able for having done his best to raise both parts of the
budget in full or an undivided amount sufficient to balance
the two parts. The conference statistics should show the
amount assigned for each part of the budget and the amount
raised for each part. At the close of each series of confer-
ences a statement should be published in the Wesleyan
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showing for each conference the membership, the amount
assigned for each part of the budget and the amount raised
fdr each part.

J. S. Luckey,

A. D. Osborn,

I. L. Prouty,

M. E. Warburton,
G. W. Hall.

Report No. 4.
(See Item 28, under Report No. 7.)

Report No. 5.
THE STATE OF THE CHURCH.

Brethren and Members of the General Conference, vour
committee begs leave to submit the following report:

The state of the Church has been a question of vital im-
portance ever since its institution by Jesus for the ac-
complishment of his purpose upon the earth. With the :
promise which he gave that “all the gates of hell should not :
prevail against her,” was the implied prediction of constant F
warfare between her and the powers of darkness as long as
this present dispensation should endure. The conflict has
raged about her and at times the onrushing hordes of the
evil one have threatened her extermination; but always she
“has emerged from the struggle purified and stronger to re-
new her warfare against the opposing forces. In the dark-
est hours God has raised up defenders and leaders who have
directed her course in constant anticipation of the announce-
ment, “Behold the Bridegroom cometh.” As the times of
apostacy have come and the multitudes have sunk into the
sleep of carnal security, like the virgins of old, or have
gone off after other lovers, and as the near approach of the
advent of the Lord is being more clearly indicated by the
momentous events in the fulfillment of prophecy with which
the world is being visited, the inquiry concerning the state
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of the Church is assuming a gravity second to no other.
God’s people ought to be sure of their preparation to meet
their Lord; they ought also to be sure that the organism
of which they are a part, the Church of Christ, is in the
best possible state of preparation to do the will of her Lord
while she awaits his coming.

The Wesleyan Methodist Church.

We thank the Lord that he saw fit to call into existence
the Wesleyan Methodist Church at a time when there were
few to defend the rights of human liberty, and that she
nobly fulfilled her trust and held up a standard to which
the people of the nation rallied and wrote liberty into the
constitution in lefters of blood. Since her organization she
has become the champion of spiritual freedom as well
With her Lord she has felt, under the anointing of the
Holy Ghost, the call to “preach deliverance to the captives
and the opening of the prison to those that are bound.”
She has determined that the victims of Satan’s oppression
and wrath shall not appeal to her in vain. She has proved
to her own satisfaction that the “gospel is the power of God
unto salvation,” and to those who would escape the tempt-
"er’s power, the bondage and oppression of sin, and the de-
spair of eternal death, and whose helpless, appealing hands
are stretched out for aid, she has undertaken to point to
him who is the help of the helpless and the hope of the
hopeless, and is doing what she can to bring these lost sons
and daughters of earth to the Savior of men. What her
present state of preparation and equipment for this work
is, together with the degree of progress for the past several
years, is an important subject of inquiry.

Doctrinally.

We believe that the Wesleyan Methodist Church is sound
and biblical doctrinally. In these times when the churches
which through the past have been the champions of Bible
doctrines and practice have departed from the faith to such
an appalling extent as to be almost unbelievable and have
lowered the standard of Christian living until it is scarcely
higher than that held by the world, we are glad that there
is till afforded a home for those who love the truth of God,
where the false doctrines and skepticism of the present age
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of apostacy are excluded, and where an opportunity for ser-
vice is afforded to those whose spirits revolt at the world-
liness and corruption in high places. We believe that the
Church is more of a unit in its devotion to the sound Bible
doctrines of salvation from sin and Bible holiness and the
allied doctrines and reformatory principles for which she
has stood in the past than ever. The times of controversies
with regard to these questions have largely passed with us
and our strength is being more wholly devoted, not alone
to the defense of these doctrines and principles, but as well
to aggressive, constructive work in harmony with these
standards. We believe that it can be said that as a unit the
Weslevan Methodist Church. is more truly a holiness church
from a doctrinal standpoint than ever in the past.

Spiritually.

What has been said of our Church doctrinally we believe
can truthfully be said of her from a spiritual standpoint. If
spirituality is the application and fruitage of correct doc-
trine in practical and holy living, we believe that the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church is making great gains spiritually.
The correct form and the perfect machinery are both value-
less unless energized with life and power; so the Church
without spiritual power is a vain thing. On the whole we
believe that the type of spirituality of our people is of a
high quality. This is evidenced by the large degree of
peace and harmony among ourselves, and the ever increas-
ing passion for the salvation of the lost which breaks out
in pentecostal revivals in almost all quarters of the church.
‘While there is much to be wished for along these lines, yet
there is much to encourage and inspire to greater faithiul-
ness and effort. In this particular we would suggest that
our people throughout the Church pray and work for a
mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Church in
every department of its work. This we believe will solve
more of the perplexing problems than any other method or
plan that could be put into operation. God grant that the
day may speedily come that we will not alone seek out the
very best plans and methods of doing the work which we
have been called of the Lord as a Church to do, but that
we will not rest content until all these plans and methods.
as well as the workers, are under the mighty baptism of the
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Holy Ghost. We firmly believe that the pentecostal ex-
perience and pentecostal methods will still bring pentecostal
results.. We thank God we can report that progress is being
made in the right direction.

Numerically.

Numerically the Church has more than held its own during
the last quadrennium. This increase is true of most, if not
all of the conferences, so that today marks a degree of
progress and activity which is very encouraging. The
statistical report will undoubtedly reveal a larger increase
than is generally supposed. This growth has been gradual,
and we believe substantial and permanent.

Financially.

The financial condition of the Church in the years since
the last session of the General Conference has been at times
the cause for the gravest concern. The Church seemed to be
passing through a financial crisis in her history. This was
caused in part by the transition from an unsettled and un-
satisfactory to a more stable and secure financial system.
The Budget system adopted by the last General Conference
has proved to be eminently practical and efficient wherever
it has been put into operation and worked with a desire to
give it a fair and honest trial. This plan needs to be still
farther improved and more fully adopted by all parts of the
Church. TIf this is done there will be ample means provided
to meet the needs of the various departments of our Church.
The publishing interests are in a better condition than at
any time for many years, as will be seen by reference to
the Agent’s reports to the Book Committee for the past
two years and the financial statement submitted to this body.
We believe that the crisis has been safely passed and that
we are now in a fair way to better times from a financial
standpoint.

Educationally.

‘We have great reason for satisfaction over the progress
made in the educational field. There are a greater number
of young men and women of ability in places of responsi-
bility in the church, who have been trained in our own in-
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stitutions of learning, than any other time in our history.
Each of our schools, including the Fairmount Bible School,
stand unfalteringly for the highest type of spirituality as
well as for the best mental and physical development. The
revival fires are burning constantly at these places where the
best young people from all parts of our Church gather, and
the consequence is that they go forth with a mental equip-
ment that enables them to successfully compete with others
in whatever their calling may be, and with a moral and
spiritual equipment that makes them a power for good in the
church and in society. The financial situation throughout
the country, has seriously affected the income of all of our
schools, and especially is this true of the school at Central;
but we believe that under the blessing of the Lord and with
the help of our loyal and sacrificing people, these difficulties
will be passed safely. But we direct your attention to this
as one of our most pressing needs at the present time.

Our Missionary Fields

Our missionary work in the foreign fields has probably
suffered more on account of the unusual conditions arising
from the war in Europe, than has any other part of our
work. It was a serious question for a time whether it
would be possible to continue the work in India and Africa,
and of course it is not yet known what the developments of
the near future may be. But while the work has been much
hindered, both because of the lack of funds and on account
of the danger and uncertainty, and the inability to transmit
funds regularly to the fields, nevertheless the work has been
continued and we trust that with the blessing of the Lord
no further impediment will arise, but that the work may
be continued. Much credit is due to the Y. M. W. B. and
its efficient superintendent for the raising of a constantly
increasing amount of money with which to make possible
the successful continuation of our missionary work.

Among the Conferences.

The replies to inquiries sent to the presidents of the
various conferences, with scarcely an exception, indicate
that the general condition of the conferences is good, the
spiritual state showing decided improvement, with a hope-
ful and encouraging outlook along almost all lines for the
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future. These replies which we are unable to embody in
this report are most encouraging and furnish a good founda-
tion for a’ most optimistic and hopeful outlook for the
Church as a whole. There are still many difficulties to en-
counter, and our progress must be made by overcoming and
converting them into stepping stones to better things.
Among the difficulties enumerated we find the following:
Difficulty in getting good pastors and evangelists; insuffi-
cient support for pastors; lack of funds with which to carry
on the work which might otherwise be undertaken; lack
of a better financial system among the churches generally;
the opposition of the lodge and of those who hate holiness;
disloyalty on the part of some to the principles of the
church of which they are members; discouragement result-
ing from the unfaithfulness of some who have been in offi-
cial position. These and other difficulties we have always
been called upon to face and they are no more pronounced
than formerly; but on the other hand there is a greater
degree of victory over the difficulties and hindrances in
some quarters than in the past. It is to be hoped that so
far as may be possible these hindrances may be removed
that the work of the Lord may be accomplished and the
truth established in the earth.

Aggressive Evangelism.

One of the greatest needs of the Church at the present
time is a better and more comprehensive system of home
missionary work and general evangelism under Connectional
direction. This demand is coming from all parts of the
church and constantly increasing in intensity. We recom-
mend that some definite steps be taken looking toward im-
provement in this direction.

Needs of the Sunday School Work.

In this connection we believe that one of the most fruit-
ful fields is through the Sunday School. The possibilities
of the Sunday School as an evangelizing agency is rapidly
being realized by our preachers and churches. If the plans
adopted by the last General Conference and which will in
all probability be improved upon by this body were more
fully adopted throughout the Church great good would un-
doubtedly result.

’
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Unity Among Ourselves.

As an evidence of the blessing of the Lord upon us as a
Church is the progress "being made in harmony and unity
among ourselves. We can only expect to conquer by pre-
senting an undivided front to the foe. With hearts perfect
toward God and full of love and affection for one another
we can conquer every foe. On the whole we believe that
we have every reason for encouragement. We are ambi-
tious for nothing but the glory of God and the advance-
ment of his kingdom. Beneath the banner of “Holiness unto
the Lord,” let us press forward until the face of the King
we view.

F. A. Butterfield, Chairman.
E. Teter,

J. S. Willett,

O. N. Carnahan,

F. H. McMillan.

Report No. 6.
REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY SECRETARY.
Africa.

1. The work in Africa has made good progress since our
last meeting. The work was being cared for both as to
workers and money, till the present war started. This has
made it very difficult to take care of the work.

2. The conditions now existing will make it more neces-
sary than ever that money be paid into the treasury, to re-
lieve the situation, the moment it can be relieved. It is a
time for earnest and importunate prayer. Brother G. H.
Clarke, Dr. Paine and others will make a full report touch-
ing this work and its needs, they having just returned from
the field.

India.
The work in India is a large and very promising field..
Brother Ashton about two years ago asked for a furlough

to come home on account of failing health. This was.
changed later to a permission to go to the mountains, about
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1,000 miles away. He, with his family, have been there for
about eighteen months. I need not say that it makes it a
hard problem for any one to manage a mission who is not
on the field, or in such close proximity that the field could
be reached in a day or so. Brother Ashton sent in"a re-
quest to the Board to have his leave of absence to ‘the

mountains extended during the “war. The Board did ot

see proper to grant this, but authorized his recall vs}hén'
possible. It will take some over $1,200 to pay the return

trip, as he has several children who are old enough to re-

quire full price for passage. Brother John Reed, who is
now the only man on the field, will have charge of the
work till other arrangements are made. The war has also
made it very difficult to manage that work. Sister Stella

Wood, who has just returned from that field, will make a

more definite neport.
Home.

1. The work in the homeland is about the same 'és'_ it
was four years ago. The work has been carried on through
the various conferences.

2. Since our last session, however, the Missionary Society
has started a Mission Schoo! for the benefit of the colored
people in the South, and for Alabama in particular. It is
doing a good work, and Brother Frank Roberts, who is
our superintendent for that work, will speak with reference
to it. There are others also who will speak with reference
to our work at home.

General.

The General Conference in the past adopted what is
known as the budget system, which required the Missionary
Secretary to submit an estimate to the Missionary Society
of how much money it would take to carry on the work
of the Church, as to Missions. The Missionary Secretary
did so, placing the amount at $20,000. This would give
$12,500 for Africa, $2,500 for India, and $5,000 for home.
This amount has not been reached by our people, the short-
age this year being $2,439.40. If we had this amount, -it
would place us out of debt, and with other contributions,
through bequests and interest, we would have enough to
tide us over emergencies, unless it was unusual, and enable
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the Missionary Society to take care of all the work it has
authorized. As the amount asked for is only about an
average of $1 per member of the Church, it will be to our
confusion and shame in the Judgment if we do not do it.
We ought not to stop short of $5 per member for missions.
True, some can not pay, but others can pay up to the
hundreds, and possibly thousands.

I have been a member of the Board for twenty-one years.
No present member has been a member as long. I have
been Missionary Secretary for- fourteen years. Comparing
our work as a Church in missions, with what it was twenty-
one years ago, it is marvelous what has been done and the
work accomplished. The raising of funds has been system-
atically planned, and among said plans is the Y. M. W. B,
-whose beginnings were small, but whose prosperity has
‘been such under the leadership of Mrs. E. G. Hartson as to
‘make it one of the strong methods of the Church in raising
amoney, as we have passed the $7,000 mark in raising funds,
which is more than twice as much as is raised from all
other sources. The Limba Workers’ Band, under the super-
vision of Mrs. Lizzie Ayers, has also done good work.
The General Conference Woman’s Missionary Society has
also been very helpful in the work, and if, in addition to
all that these Bands and Society have raised, the pastors
would raise their Budget, for missions, I am sure that we
would not have to ask our people to sing the Doxology,
for I think it would sing itself. But, while all the above
is true, we have no ground for boasting, for we are below
our duty and privilege in the matter of giving. Taking
the figures of the General Conference of 1911, and adding
up the amounts given for all purposes as reported by the
Conferences, and dividing it by four so as to get the average
contributions for one year, I find that we have paid out in
the Lord's service about $260,000. The membership was
about 20,000. This will make an average of $13 per member
for all purposes in Church work. Now, counting only
10,000 as wage earners, and put the earnings at only $300
per year, and the tithe would be $300,000, or $40,000 more
than we have given. We have not come up to the tithe,
to say nothing of gifts and offerings. The divine rule is:
“To lay by in store every week, as God has prospered us,”
which means nothing less thdn the tithe, and offerings and
gifts should be added; and if we will do this, there will be
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meat in the Lord’s house, and the blessings of the Lord
will be so poured out upon us as that there will not be
room enough to contain it.

I am very grateful for the hearty co-operation of my
brethren, official and otherwise, and also to the whole
Church, for the hearty support that has been given the
cause while T have been serving you, and trust that the
blessings of the Lord will still abide with us.

Personally, I wish to retire to private life.

E. Teter, Missionary Secretary.

Report No. 7.
COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF DISCIPLINE.

Submitted by the Book Committee as Committee on
Revision.

Item No. 1:—In paragraph 269, amend by striking out the
words, “Licentiates or ministers,” and insert the words,
“Members into our churches,” instead. Insert between the
words- “use” and “tobacco” the words “cultivate, manu-
facture or sell”

The paragraph will then read: “We will not receive as
‘members into our churches, nor will we ordain or license
to preach, or exhort, persons who use, cultivate, manu-
facture or sell tobacco.” (Adopted.)

Item No. 2:—Change paragraph 93, page 64, to read “The
General Conference at its quadrennial sessions shall elect
a Book Committee consisting of fifteen persons, eight elders
and seven laymen. The Connectional Editor, Connectional
Agent and Treasurer, Connectional Missionary Secretary
and teachers and heads of Comnnectional schools shall not
be eligible to election to this committee.” (Lost.)

Sub. a:—Paragraph 102, page 68, ninth line, the words
“‘Connectional Agent ” shall be stricken out and the words
“Book Committee” inserted. (Adopted.)

Sub. b:—Paragraph 104, page 70, first line at the top of the
page, change to read, “the Book Committee shall cause the
Connectional Agent,” the rest of the paragraph standing
as it is. (Adopted.)
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Item No. 3:—Resolved, That we hereby tender the Fair-
mount Bible Training School to the Connectional Educa-
tional Society.

Condition One: All endowment moneys, notes, bequeaths
and other values shall remain in the ownership and control
of the Indiana Conference. The proceeds of these moneys,
together with what shall be raised for running expenses,
shall be turned over to the Connectional Treasurer by the
Conference Treasurer, to be used for the maintenance of
said Fairmount Bible School.

Condition Two: The Connectional Treasurer shall open
an account for said school and conduct the business the
same as for other schools which pay in money through sub-
treasurers. (Referred to Educational Society and Trustees
of Indiana Conference.)

Item 4:—Change the first sentence of paragraph 134, page
80, to read: “Each Annual Conference shall elect a Mission-
ary Board of not less than three persons. No Annual
Conference officer, teacher or head of Conference School
shall be eligible to election on this Board, or the Board of
Conference Trustees.” The rest of the paragraph begin~
ning with the words, “they shall serve one year,” shall read
as it is, provided that all points in the Discipline shall be
harmonized with this change. (Referred to the Committee
on Constitutional and Statutory Law.)

Item No. 5:—In paragraph 90 of the Discipline, be-
ginning at the top of page 59 of the Church Discipline,
change the remainder of the paragraph so as to read:
“The Quarterly Conference at its first session of each Con-
ference year shall elect a Committee on Pulpit Supply,
each member of which shall continue in office until his
successor is elected. If the charge consists of more than
one church, an equal number of the committee shall be
elected from each church. This committee shall be properly
organized for the purpose of taking the vote of the
churches, and communicating same in writing to the Annual
Conference through its delegate. In case of the resignation
or death of the pastor, this committee, with the aid and
consent of the President of the Conference and his Advisory
Board, shall secure a pastor for the remainder of the year.
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If the pastor does not desire to serve the charge as pastor
any longer than the present year, he shall communicate
the same to the Committee on Pulpit Supply, not less than
sixty days before the next Annual Conference. It shall be
the duty of the Committee on Pulpit Supply, not less than
thirty days before the next Annual Conference, to ascertain
by vote the desire of the charge as to retaining the present
pastor, provided that he has not served notice on the
committee that he will not remain another year. In case
such notice has been given by the pastor, a vote on change
or no change shall not be taken. In case the pastor cannot
be secured for another year, an expression in like manner
may be taken with reference to securing another pastor.
Notice of the meeting shall be given on two successive
Sabbaths, and it shall require a majority of all the members
present, voting, to constitute a call in either case. The vote
shall be taken at a regular business meeting of the church.
The result of the vote shall be instructions to the delegate,
and the delegate shall report said action to the Annual Con-
ference which instructions may serve the purpose in guid-
ing the Conference in supplying the work, but all appoint-
ments to work within the bounds of the Conference shall
be made by the Committee on Pastoral Relations of the
Conference and approved by the Annual Conference.”

We recommend that all previous laws touching upon this
point that conflict with this law shall be stricken from
the Book of Discipline. (Amended and adopted. See
below.)

Item No. 5, as adopted:—Beginning with the words
“Quarterly Conference,” at the top of page 59, let the
paragraph stand as it now reads to and including the four-
teenth line, but in the fifteenth line, beginning with the
words, “Not less than thirty days,” change so as to read as
follows, “Not less than sixty days before the next session
of the Annual Conference. In case the pastor does not wish
to serve the charge for another year, no vote shall be taken
as to retaining said pastor. It shall be the duty of the
committee on pulpit supply, not less than thirty days before
the next session of the Annual Conference, to ascertain by
vote the desire of the charge of retaining the present pas-
tor, provided said pastor has not given notice as above.
Notice of the meeting at which the vote is to be taken shall
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be given at least two weeks before the vote is taken, a
majority vote of those present to constitute a call.” The
balance of the section to remain as it now reads.

Item No. 6:—(Insert as a separate paragraph between
paragraphs 239 ‘and 240).

The Committee on Revision of the Disciplinary Course
of Study shall be a standing committee, consisting of five
members, three elders and two laymen, elected by the
General Conference, whose duty shall be to pursue their
work from the adjournment of the General Conference,
and shall at the end of the third year publish the result of
their work in four consecutive issues of the Wesleyan
Methodist.

All objections, with reasons for the same, to any book
or books in said proposed course, or the removal of any
book from the course shall likewise be published in four
consecutive issues of the Wesleyan Methodist. The com-
mittee shall have privilege to remove said books, against
which objections are raised, from proposed course in which
case they shall not be considered as a part of their report
to the General Conference. No book shall be given a
place in the Course of Study that contradicts the Articles
of Faith as set forth in our Book of Discipline.—(Amended
and adopted).

Item No. 7:—Sec. VI, Art. 79, add “or committees affected
by the same.” (Adopted).

Item No. 8:—Sec. V. Art 62, insert between the third
and fourth lines, “The Agent, Editor and Missionary Secre-
tary shall be ex-officio members of the General Conference
in addition to the regular delegates.” (Lost).

Item No. 9:—Paragraph 86 should be repealed and omitted
from the next Discipline as all necessary provisions for the
privileges of licentiates to vote in an annual conference
are found in paragraph 79 of the present Discipline.
(Adopted).

Item No. 10:—Paragraph 359 should be corrected so that
reference will be made to paragraph 204 instead of para-
graph 197 as in the present book. (Adopted).

wul
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Ttem No. 11:—Inasmuch as the course of study has been
extended from a three years course to a four years course
it is proposed that paragraph 80 be so changed as to pro-
vide for four ministerial members instead of three as at
the present time. The paragraph or that part of it relating
to the number of members on the committee would then
read as follows: The Annual Conference shall elect a
Committee on Itinerancy and Orders, the chairman of which
shall be chosen for one year; the second member for two
years, the third member for three years and the fourth
member for four years, and thereafter their successors shall
be elected yearly for the full term of four years. (Amended
and adopted).

Item No. 12:—Page 47, paragraph 76, beginning in the
twelfth line from the top of the paragraph following the
fourth word continuing to read, “Also fill vacancies in any
annual conference office or standing committee.” (Amended
and adopted).

Item No. 13:—Insert new paragraph on page 47, to the
known as sub-paragraph 1, to follow the words Generat
Conference:

“The annual conference at the time of election of its
officers shall elect a Board of Annual Conference Trustees,
consisting of five persons—one elected for one year, two
for two years, two for three years, and thereafter their
successors to be elected yearly as their respective terms ex-
pire, for a full term of three years.” (Lost.)

Item No. 14:—On page 57, paragraph 86, beginning in the
tenth line from top of paragraph, after sixth word in line,
be amended by striking out the words “Election of con-
ference officers,” the remainder of the paragraph to stand
as it now reads. (Expunged from report.)

Item No. 15:—“Request for license to preach or exhort
shall be referred to the Church Committee and pastor for
consideration in accordance with paragraph 55, sub-para-
graph (4) of Discipline before being granted by quarterly
conference or church.” (Adopted.)
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Item. No. 16:—“Reports of preachers, exhorters, stewards
and treasurers shall be in writing, when made to the
quarterly conference or church.” (Adopted).

Item No. 17:—Let paragraph 55 beginning with the third
line from top of page 32 be changed as follows,—Each
church shall at the time of election of church officers (204
sub-paragraph (4) elect a Church Advisory Committee of
not less than three persons of which the pastor shall be
chairman ex-officio, the duties of which shall be: (as
stated in sub-paragraph (1) (2) and (4). Omit sub-para-
graph (3) and in others where the word “committee” oc-
curs change to the word “board.”” (Amended and adopted).

Item No. 18:—Course of Study. (See Report No. 23.)

item No. 19:—Regarding time limit for Presidents of
Conferences holding office. (Referred to committee on
Constitutional and Statutory Law.)

Item No. 20:—Statistical Blank. (See Report No. 20.)

Item No. 21:—ILengthening the time in which privileges
are to be granted licentiates. (Adopted).

Item No. 22:—On page 49, paragraph 79, beginning with
the ninth line and read as follows “Licentiates, who are
regular pastors, shall have the right to vote in the election
of all Annual Conference officers and delegates to General
Conference and other business except election to Elder’s
Orders and passing the character of elders where a vote is
required.” (Amended to change to Licentiates appointed
to definite active work).

Item No 238:—Recommendation for separate Connectional
Sunday School Seccretary. (Referred to Book Committee.)

Item No. 24:—In order to meet the increasing demand
for general evangelistic work under connectional oversight
and direction, we recommend that the Missionary Society
be authorized to enlarge the scope of the home missionary
activities to embrace the work of general evangelism, by the
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adoption of a new paragraph to follow what is now para-
graph 132 of the Discipline. The proposed paragraph
follows:

II. Connectional Evangelism.

Paragraph 133. The Missionary Society shall have under
its management and direction the general evangelistic work
of the Connection. It shall recommend from time to time
such books and reading matter as may promote a more
general interest in this important subject, and in other ways
as it may determine to seek to extend evangelistic activities
more generally throughout the church.

(1). It shall examine into the fitness and availability of
persons for general evangelistic work, engage such as may
meet its approval and the needs of the work may require,
designate the nature and field of their activities and direct
the same, and require reports to be made. It shall enter
into such agreement for the employment and remuneration
of these persons as may meet the necessity of the case and
the available resources for this purpose may warrant. When
such persons shall have been engaged they shall be desig-
nated as Connectional Evangelists.

r(2). The Missionary Society shall conduct its evangelistic
activities through the Missionary Secretary, provided in case
of necessity some other arrangement may be made for the
care of the work.

(3). The Missionary Society may recommend such per-
sons as may be endorsed for General Evangelistic work in
the conference in which they hold their membership, and
may publish a list of such evangelists in the Wesleyan
Methodist. (Adopted.)

Item No. 25:—We recommend that it shall be the duty
of every pastor to cause every Sunday School under his
charge to observe the first Sunday in June, or such other
Sunday as may be convenient, as Children’s Day, and upon
said day, as part of the service he shall take a collection to
be devoted to the Children’s Fund. The pastor shall for-
ward the collection aforesaid directly to the Treasurer of
the Educational Society.

The Educational Society shall administer the Children’s
Fund to assist worthy young people, members of the Wes-
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leyan Methodist Church, in obtaining a more advanced

education. The aid shall be granted only in the form of

loans, but the Educational Society shall have the authority

to cancel said loans, in part or in whole, for protracted ill

health, or for five years actual missionary service. (Adopted.)
These paragraphs shall be added to section ten.

Item No. 26:— Page 45, Sec. VI, Par. 74, second sentence.
Change so as to read, “If the charge or circuit has for its
pastor either an elder or licentiate of the Weselyan Meth-
odist Church, and one or more elders not on the unstationed
list reside on the charge or circuit,” rest of paragraph to
remain the same. (Adopted.)

Item No. 27.—Resolved, (2) That we petition the General
Conference to change the name “Central New York and
Pennsylvania” to the “Rochester” conference. (Adopted.)

Item No. 28.—Sunday Schools:—Your Committee on
Sunday Schools respectfully submit the following report:

I. We recommend the election of a Connectional Sunday
School Secretary and Editor.

Paragraph 172, pages 93 and 94 to be amended as follows:
The Connectional Sunday School Secretary shall be at the
head of the Sunday School work of the Connection, under
the direction of the Connectional Sunday School Board.
He shall be the Editor of our Sunday School literature and
shall travel among the conferences in the interests of the
Sunday Schools. Those who determine the salaries of the
other Connectional officials shall fix his salary. The Wes-
leyan Methodist Publishing Association shall pay one-half
of his salary for the work of editing our Sunday School lit.
erature. The other one-half of his salary shall be paid by
the Book Committee who shall apportion the same to the
Annual Conferences upon the basis of the Sunday School
membership as revealed by the statistics the year previous
to his election.

The Annual Conferences shall apportion the amount
among their various charges. And it shall be the duty of
the pastors to collect the same:

II. The following shall compose paragraph 180: There
should be a Home Class Department under the care of a
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superintendent who shall report quarterly to the Sunday
School. At least one day each year shall be set apart as
Home Department day, which shall be under the care of
the Home Department superintendent and the pastor.

I1I. Paragraph 181 shall read as follows: There should
be a Temperance Department in every Sunday School un-
der the direction of a competent superintendent. The quar-
terly Sunday School! temperance lessons, literature, pro-
grams, addresses and other proper means should be em-
ployed to educate the young concerning the direful resuits
of the use of intoxicating beverages and tobacco, and en-
courage them to sign the pledge against their use.

IV. The following shall constitute paragraph 182: We
recommend a Missionary Department under the direction of
a superintendent who is interested in missionary work.
Special services may be held for the instruction of our
scholars in missionary needs and provide support for the
same.

V. Present paragraph 181 shall be numbered 183, and
paragraph 182 shall be 184, and amended to read as follows:
Every Wesleyan Methodist Sunday-school shall use Wes-
leyan Methodist literature.

VI. The present paragraph 183 be. numbered 185 and
amended as follows: In third line from the close of the
paragraph after the word “work” add the following words,
“for the Annual Conference and for the Connectional Sun-
day-school Secretary,” striking out the remainder of the
paragraph.

VII. We urge upon our people the importance of
adopting approved Sunday-school methods in harmony with
deep spirituality and our doctrine as a Church. The Sun-
day-school is the Church organized for Bible study. The
Bible is able to make all ages of human kind wise unto
salvation, hence we should inject into our Sunday-school
work the spirit of evangelism and expect our scholars to
be converted and wholly sanctified through the truth
taught and practiced by Spirit-filled teachers. Qur aim
should be the salvation of the young as well as the old and
to lead them into the deeper spiritual relationship with
Christ and into useful Christian lives.

{Paragraph I. referred to Book Committee; remainder
adopted.)
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Item No. 29.—First, the following shall take the place of
Section XX of our Church Discipline:

Church Finance.

1. It is the judgment of the Wesleyan Methodist Con-
nection that the law of tithing is scriptural and that God
fequires all his people to pay him the tenth of all their
increase. We do therefore recommend:—

a. That all our people tithe, and that they subscribe
themselves into a denominational Tithing Union.

b. That each church and Annual Conference elect a tith-
ing Secretary whose duty it shall be to keep a tithing roll
in which shall be subscribed the names of all members who
tithe, and he shall gather statistics in evidence of the
verification of God’s promises to all who observe this law.

2. The Educational Society and the Missionary Society
shall submit to the Executive Board of the Book Committee,
at its February meeting each year, a budget showing the
amount needed in their respective departments for the en-
suing year. Tt shall be the duty of the Book Committee to
aggregate the amounts needed in the various departments
of church work into one budget of expense, and appor-
tion to the several conférences the amount of this budget.
In making this apportionment the Book Committee shall
take into account the numbér of members in each conference
and their ability to pay the share assigned to them. Assoon
as possible after the Executive Board has made the assign-
ments, the Editor shall publish in the Wesleyan Methodist
a statement showing for each conference its membership ac-
cording to the latest-statistics, and the apportionment for
each benevolence. Two weeks before the session of each
annual conference the Agent shall send to each conference
president and to each confererice secretary a statement of the
apportionment for that conference. At the close of each
series of conferences the Editor shall publish in the Wes-
leyan Methodist a statement showing for each conference
its membership, its apportionment for each benevolence, and
the amocunt raised on the budget for each benevolence,
Every person authorized to receive Connectional funds who
receives money that can count on the budget and that has
not passed through the hands of a conference treasurer,
must give the person from whom he received it a duplicate
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receipt, or else send a duplicate receipt to the proper con-
ference treasurer.

3. It shall be the duty of each conference at its annual
session to apportion the budget of connectional benevo-
lences assigned to it to the various charges of the confer-
ence. In making the apportionment, the conference shall
take into account the number of members of each chargc
and their ability to pay the share assigned to them. The
conference shall state the exact amount assigned to each
charge for each benevolence, and the conference secretary
shall report the same to each pastor within two weeks af-
ter the close of the conference session. A conference has
met its financial obligations to the Connection when it pays
its apportionment in full for each benevolence.

4. It shall be the duty of the pastor and stewards to
see to the faithful collection of the share assigned their
charges. All money paid for current expenses of the Edu-
cational work, or for the current expenses of the Missionary
work, either home or foreign, and pledges and interest
(but not principal) paid for these purposes, and all money
paid by the W. H. & F. M. S, the Y. M. W. B, or the
Sunday Schools for these purposes may count toward the
budget. If any person or society pays money to any person
authorized to receive Connectional funds for any of these
purposes, a duplicate receipt shall be given, and the pastor
and stewards shall accept these receipts as payments on the
budget. All money and duplicate receipts collected by the
pastor and stewards for the budget shall be sent to the con-
ference treasurer, provided however that money collected
definitely for education or definitely for missionary work,
and not as undivided budget, may be sent to any person
authorized to receive Connectional funds. In this case a
duplicate receipt shall be given which shall be sent to the
conference treasurer. A charge has met its obligations to
the Connection when it has paid the conference treasurer
its apportionment in full for each benevolence, or when it
pays an undivided amount sufficient to balance in full its
apportionment for each benevolence. The pastor’s statis-
tical report to the conference shall contain a budget item
showing the amount assigned to his charge for each benevo-
lence, the amount raised definitely for education, the amount
raised definitely for missions, and the amount raised as un-
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divided budget. This item must be audited by the con-
ference treasurer before it is accepted by the conference.

5. The General Conference recommends:

a. That the charges be urged to raise the budget, as
far as possible, on the undivided plan.

b. That the ccnference treasurer be instructed to remit
to the Connectional treasurer at least quarterly all money
received definitely for education, or definitely for missionary
work, but that undivided budget may be retained until it is
evident where it will be needed to maintain a balance be-
tween the henevolences, and should then be distributed so
as to maintain this balance.

c. That the pastors be urged to investigate the Duplex
Envelope System, and to introduce the same wherever
practicable. A

Second, The following shall take the place of sub-sec-
tion (8) paragraph 82. (a) Have you faithfully presented
the subject of Missions and Education on your charge?
(b) Did your charge elect a Missionary Board? (c) Did
your charge meet its financial obligations to the Connection
as defined in paragraph (insert the correct numbgr)? (d)
Is there any territory within the bounds of your work that
you consider a good field for missionary work? (e) Of
how much of this work can you take charge? (Adopted.)

Report No. 8.

COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS.

Missions impress our minds in three ways: First, there
are those who are so far from the law of virtue, honesty,
self respect, and right conception of their eternal interests,
that they have reached the lowest depths of demoralization..
Second, there are those who have become awakened, not
only to their own personal interests, but that of others, and
are using means to carry to them the truth that “lightens
every man that cometh into the world.” Third, there are
those on whom God’s hand has been laid to carry the light.

This is the great command that our Lord gave to the
church, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature.” Knowing that the sword had failed to
conquer, and develop the purpose of God in the lives of
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men who had fallen so low in the depths of sin, we must
espouse the interests of humanity and strive to carry into
execution the great commission. While the great issues
which gave the Church her place in the world were slavery
and the moral reforms of that day, which are questions al-
most settled, if we would have a healthy existence in the
world and grow, we must give our hearty co-operation and
support to missions.

As a token of this great trust committed to the church
you can look and see bright faced, brilliant young people
who are now members of and visitors to the General Con-
ference, that are a credit to any church as pastors, evangel-
ists, and missionaries in the homeland. Also we can look
about us and see twenty-two returned missionaries on whose
hearts lie the burden of the foreign work to which God has
called them. Some are anxiously waiting to be returned.
Can we as a Church live and expect God to give us such
noble characters for the field if we fail to do our best in
giving to support those whom He has already given us?
Surely these are questions that are before us as a Christian
Church; for truly God does not call a person for one, two,
three, or a dozen years, but for a lifetime, and when force
of circumstances are such that one is not permitted to re-
turn as is the case now, because of the present war, we are
compelled to bow our heads in submission to the will of
God.

We recommend that just as soon as money can be raised
and a safe voyage is possible that Brother and Sister
Sprague, Sister Day, Sister Young and Sister Lord be re-
turned to their field of labor, for we believe that confer-
ences are losing interest in missions because these have not
been returned.

We further recommend that all returned missionaries,
after a short time of rest, be employed by the missionary
societies of the Connection and by the Missionary Secretary
to travel in the interest of missions, soliciting funds from
parties that may not be reached by the services of the
church, and when one has worked a conference or district
that there be a changing about until the entire Connection
has been canvassed, and definite arrangements be made that
worthy and efficient returned missionaries may be paid for
this work and when their health. will permit, be returned to
their labor on the foreign field.
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We recommend further that all conference presidents,
pastors and evangelists co-operate with such missionaries
when coming into their midst by arranging a schedule for
them.

We also recommend for the homeland that all our mis-~
sionary interests in QOklahoma, Alabama, and all other
places that are opening to us, be entered as fast as proper
persons and means can be had to develop and care for the
work; that encouragement and support be given the work
among the colored people in Alabama, by providing teach-
ers, evangelists and pastors to care for the work; also
East Tennessee with four churches organized, that with
evangelistic help it may soon become a conference. During
the last year in the state of Virginia our work has been
organized, with other places in the state calling for meet-
ings, and with organizers placed there with proper support,
during the next four years healthy conferences can be or-
ganized. This work is now being cared for by the North
Carolina Conference and is being pressed to the point abcve
mentioned, but each point could well use a tent and evan-
gelistic services which would help to develop the work.

We were much pleased in hearing the reports of the
Missionary Secretary and Agent with the great advancement
in all these lines during the past four years, and especially
the increased interest in our Connectional work.

Brethren, let us not nestle down and rest on past achieve-
ments, for there is much unoccupied territory, both in the
states now holding conferences and those that have not yet
been organized, but who would welcome the work in their
country. As a church will we remain in territory now cov-
ered, or will we be used of the Lord and go under the
command and fill well the place to which He has called us
that is yet unoccupied?

Brethren of this General Conference, let us make the
next four years a time of growth in the homeland, and as
we do this our work across the seas will get its touch of
glory and increased help. May God’s richest blessing rest
upon each of us, and may our faithfulness be proven.

Repectfully submitted,
H. W. Hawkins,
Jacob Hester,
W. M. Lee,
J. Lawrence,
Jasper Hester.
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Africa.

Houghton, N. Y., June 25, 1915.

To the members of the General Conference now assem-
bled, Greetings. Your committee on Africa begs leave to
submit the following report:

It is with a deep sense of gratitude to our heavenly
Father for his manifold blessings and his protecting care
over our mission work and workers in Africa during the
past four years that we present to you this report.

The general health of our missionaries has been much
better than in the past in spite of the added burdens which
have been put upon them because of a lack of workers and
because of conditions which have grown out of the political
situation in Europe.

During the past quadrenmum one of our number, Rev.
J. C. Ovenshire, has been called to his reward from the
mission field, but his life of energy and devotion lives on
in the hearts of those who learned .to love him.

During the past quadrennium we have seen many changes
in the social, political and economic condition of the coun-
try which have materially effected our work in some re-
spects. It was reported at our last General Conference that
a new railway was likely to pass through the part of the
country where some of our missions are located. This
railway has now been put through two of the towns where
we have mission stations. Kunso and Masumbo are from
five to seven miles from the line, but quite as close as is
good for our boarding schools at these two places. The
coming of the railway has made possible a rapid advance-
ment of so called civilization into the interior and our mis-
sionaries are placed under obligation to meet the new con-
ditions thus thrust upon them. To properly meet these
new conditions, and also to meet the demands which the
natural development of our work there has created, we need
a large force of workers.

The time has come when we must have Church organiza-
tions, and church buildings; we must have day schools and
school buildings; we must have a manual training de-
partment with buildings and equipment for the teaching of
carpentry, blacksmithing, etc.

An encouraging feature of our work is the protection
which has been thrown abcut our missions by the British
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government. Three of our mission stations are within pro-
hibitive territory and the importation of liquor into this
territory is prohibited by law. The result is that some of
our young men who were being led astray by the allure-
ments of the grog-shop and its kindred evils are now living
sober, industrious lives.

“The coming of the railway has greatly reduced the diffi-
culties of travel and the cost of transportation. Instead of
a three or four days’ march overland and a hard and
sometimes dangerous river trip to reach the coast, we can
now take the train almost at our doors and our supplies
from Freetown are brought right to us by rail.

Our school work has made marked progress during the
past four years, and our schools have been highly com-
mended by the English Government School inspector who
visits our schools annually. The English Government is
now making grants in money for our schools, which grants
we are supposed to use for the purchase of better school
equipment and not for paying the salaries of teachers. Our
grant for the year 1914 was £28-15-00, or about $140.

At our last General Conference you were asked to con-
sider some new features ‘of mission work. One of these
new features was a medical department. We are glad to
report that this has received special attention and our
medical work has made rapid progress toward self-support.

Our conference of workers assembled at Kunso in the
month of April last sent the following recommendation to
this Conference:

“We recommend that our dispensary be located at Mabai
and that there be erected during the dry season of 1915-16
a building with good walls, cement floor, and iron roof
which can be used for dispensary purposes, and that a
building for dispensary and hospital purposes be erected as
soon thereafter as possible.”

Another feature of mission work you were asked to con-
sider was the opening of a manual training department in
our school at Kunso.

The Conference of Workers send you the following in
connection with this work: “For your encouragement we
wish to mention the splendid work done by our school boys
in helping in the erection of a dormitory, dining hall, and
kitchen for our school boys, and the building of a home
for our native teacher, at Kunso.
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These buildings were made necessary' by the fire which
occurred in the spring of 1914, destroying nearly everything
at Kunso except the mission house. The enthusiasm and
energy with which our boys performed their part of the
work, and, in the absence of a regular carpenter, the special
ability manifested by some of them in the use of the car-
penter’s tools, only increase our desire to see a thoroughly
equipped manual training department at Kunso for the bene-
fit of these boys, and, through them, for the benefit of the
people.”

We have on hand £28-15-00 Government school grants
for last year which the Conference of Workers has voted
to use for the erection of a manual training building at
Kunso. We recommend that the erection of a building be
ordered. Our mission buildings at Masumbo have become
uninhabitable and some of them are practically beyond the
possibility of repair.

For various reasons it was thought best to temporarily
remove our girls’ school from Masumbo to Bingkola. Af-
ter the change had been made the chief and head men of
the town plead for their return and promised to do their
best. to make the buildings there inhabitable.

There is no more important department of our work than
the evangelistic. Whenever possible some of our number
‘have given their time to preaching the Gospel in the towns
about the country. We would be glad if this department
could be provided for in the near future, and some one
sent out especially for this work.

The Conference of Workers recommended that a rest
‘home be builded at a convenient and suitable location where
the missionaries might go for a complete rest some time
during their term.

The faithfulness of our missionaries in preaching the Gos-
pel of Christ has been evidenced by the revivals which have
been held in our schools, and by the general progress that
‘has been made along spiritual lines. The first and all im-
portant work of all our mission force is to preach the
glorious Gospel of salvation from all sin, both by precept
and example. The importance of this is readily acknowl-
edged by all our workers and we believe that all these are
living wholly sanctified lives before the natives, and their
‘holy lives are having the effect which we believe God has
intended. As a result we hear our young men and women
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seeking after and praying for purity of heart and holiness of’
life.

Qur regular work in Africa, under normal conditions re--
quires the services of eleven or twelve workers. The war
conditions in Europe during the past year have materially
added to the burdens under which our missionaries have
been compelled to labor, while their numbers have been
decreased nearly one half. We deplore this retrenchment
and entreat the General Conference to take steps, if pos--
sible, to send to the field at the earliest opportunity such of’
our missionaries now on furlough as are available.

Recommendations: (Africa).

1st. We recommend that a building be erected during
the coming dry season, at Mabai, for dispensary purposes,
according to the recommendation from the Conference of
Workers.

2nd. (a) We recommend that a building for manual train--
ing purposes be erected at Kunso during the coming dry
season, and that we approve the plan of the Conference of
Workers to use the Government school grants for this pur-
pose and as much more as may be secured from local con-
tributions.

(b) We further recommend that an appropriation of $100-
be made by the Board for the purpose ‘of purchasing
tools and equipment.

(¢) We further recommend that a special effort be made:
to secure the services of a suitable young man to take
charge of this department and that he be given at least four
months of training in a good manual training school betore:
being sent to the field.

3rd. We recommend that there be erected at Masumbo
during the coming dry season such buildings as are neces--
sary for the proper care of our girls’ school, but that the
W. H. & F. M. S. be requested to supply the funds for
these buildings.

We further recommend that the outlay for the erection of
these buildings be limited to $1,200.

4th. We recommend that no more money be expended
upon our African Mission field for the building of grass
roofed houses, except in the case of a new mission station.
being opened.
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5th. Owing to the pressing need for workers in our
African mission we recommend that Brother and Sister
Sprague be sent to the field within two months, and that
as soon thereafter as the superintendent and Conference of
Workers shall call for more workers, Sisters Lord, Young
and Day be sent out, provided they pass a satisfactory ex-
amination before a practicing physician who has had ex--
perience in the treatment of tropical diseases.

6th. We recommend that the matter of erecting a rest
home be left with the Conference of Workers for further
consideration and future recommendations with plans and.
specifications to the Mission Board.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
G. H. Clarke, Committee.

India.

We, your Committee on India, beg leave to submit the-
following report:

We can say in the words of thePsalmist, “The Lord hath
done great things for us, whereof we are glad.”” The work:
has moved forward in spite of the many hindrances, namely,
the death of Brother John Armstrong, sickness of other
workers and scarcity of workers at all times.

During the last four years two new out-stations have
been opened so we now have four light-houses from which
the gospel light is radiating to darkened hearts. We have
native houses at the three out stations where our native:
. pastors can live the year around, and a good comfortable-
Bungalow at Pardi. Counting our mango orchard of nea'rly
one hundred trees and the wells at the different stations
the valuation of the property in India owned by the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church is estimated at $6,000. But the-
value of the souls who have passed into eternity praising
God cannot be estimated in dollars and cents, but only in
the light of Calvary sacrifice.

Village schools have been opened in different places and-
have been taught by our own Christian workers with the:
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oversight of the missionaries. These can only continue for
a part of the year as at certain seasons the children must
be at home to help their parents.

The Lord has specially blessed in the touring work
among the villages during the last two years, I had the
privilege of going with Brother and Sister Read for a few
weeks this last cold season. Between four and five thousand
heard the Word of life, but how it makes our hearts ache
that because of lack of workers many of these people can
only hear once a year and many thousand of others are
passing away without having heard at all. We found com-
paratively no opposition in this work, but on the other
hand we met with good, attentive crowds and had a ready
sale for our Gospels and religious booklets.

The great need at present is consecrated workers who
will count it a privilege to hold up the banner of the cross
in dark India. We feel our work could be greatly forwarded
if a qualified M. D. could open up work in our field.
God has entrusted this field with its darkened hearts to
our charge, if we as a church fail to carry the glad news
of salvation to those for whom Christ died, how can we
give an account of our stewardship before the bar of God?

I wish to thank the Missionary Board for their hearty
co-operation, the Missionary Secretary for the great help
and encouragement given, and the Church at large for their
loyal support and prayers. .

We wish to recommend that workers shall be sent to
India as soon as suitable ones can be found and means are
available. -

’ Respectfully submitted,
Stella Wood.

Tennessee and Alabama.

We are indeed grateful to our kind heavenly Father for
his great love in sparing us to meet this esteemed body
for the purpose of repotting our work in the South.

At the last General Conference many words of encour-
agement were given us for our effort in trying to bette:
the moral, intellectual, and spiritual condition of the people
to whom we are called to labor.
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We returned to our field with new zeal and greater faith
for the accomplishing of God’s will, and there have we con-
tinued in faithful service since our last report.

We have not seen all accomplished that we desired, but
to our best ability we have labored earnestly, and wish we
could have been able to do more.

Since our last report every church building has been re-
paired, one church house destroyed by storm has been re-
built and one house burned down a new building is erected
and free from debt.

Our churches have not gained numbers so rapidly but
as we review the sad condition of the work as we found it,
greater has been the change than we can make plain by
this report.

Some of the churches were made up of men and women
looked upon as leaders who were given to lives of shame,
and all manner of vileness in sin and ignorance with the
awful drink habit the moral condition of which cannot here
be described.

But by a persistent effort in teaching and preaching the
gospel accompanied by the Holy Spirit there has been a
great change in the people of our churches, and in the com-
munities surrounding us.

The lack of appreciation for the good work in a measure
has been overcome, the spiritual nature of this people has
been enlightened so that through their lives an influence is
being exerted that speaks well for the church and its work.

‘We have in our churches 2 large number of young people.
Some very devoted who love our church for its principles
in whose lives are great possibilities and the hope of the
church in future years.

We have spared no pains in the interest of our Sunday
Schools and to this arm of the work is due much credit for
our success whatever it may have been in getting before
this people a true conception of truth, and duty.

Our mission work in Alabama is in a prosperous condi-
tion, the church is the best it has been since its organiza-
tion with an increase in its membership. We have suffered
great loss in the death of the Rev. J. L. Avery for whom
we deeply mourn, and his name should be held in sacred
memory for the great, and noble work which he did.

Since the last report, through the kindness of our friends
in the North who have manifested a generous spirit toward
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o1t work in the South we have erected a good substantial
school building in which is being held a seven month school
-each year.

There are 249 children of school age in the district, and
last winter we had 190 of this number in our school.

To dispel ignorance and darkness from the minds of this
large number of children is indeed a great work. Many of
the larger students have professed conversion, and are
-workers in our church and Sunday School

It being the custom for the women and children to labor
in cotton fields from early spring till late fall it can be
easily seen that industrial work among this people is verv
‘much neglected.

Experience taught us that some effort should be made
giving the girls of our mission an opportunity to learn gen-
eral housekeeping. This great need was brought before the
W. H. & F. M. Society of the Central New York and
Pennsylvania Conference who responded with means, mak-
ing it possible to start an industrial department in connec-
tion with our other work, and last winter there were 40
girls who were in training in cooking and sewing.

The girls take great delight in this work and improved
very rapidly and to my mind no effort has been put forth
‘more needful and which will prove a greater blessing to
the homes than our industrial work.

A room will be needed in time for the winter term for the
accommodations of this work, and four teachers will be
needed as one will have charge of the industrial work.

I therefore recommend that we be permitted to erect a
room larger and more suitable than the one we now have
at a cost not to exceed $150.00 in which to carry forward
this work, and that one more teacher be added to the list
in all making four to be employed.

Much praise is due the women of missionary societies of
the different states who have been very kind in sending to
our mission a large lot of clothing making it possible to
have in our school many who otherwise could not have
attended, and we thank the friends with our Missionary
Secretary for their support and prayers in our struggles
for the uplift of the needy South.

Humbly submitted,
F. M. Roberts.
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Report No. 9.
STATE OF THE COUNTRY AND PROHIBITION.

Our country today occupies a unique position among the
great nations of the earth. While war with its destruction
and carnage is threatening the very foundation of civiliza-
tion, crumbling age worn creeds and systems and changing
geographical lines, our nation, built upon the foundation of
political freedom and equality before the law, stands as an
arbiter of the nations.

God has blessed America, as He has not other nations,
with wealth and natural resources.

The noble response of America to Belgium’s starving mil-
lions in the last few months has proven that the humani-
tarian spirit still actuates our nation and that the faith of
our fathers is not extinct.

America is still the refuge for the downtrodden of other
mnations, and offers opportunity to every man to follow the
pursuit of his own happiness.

Among these favorable factors that enter into our na-
tional and social life, still exists the antagonism between
Capital and Labor, and the twin evils of the “White slav-
ery” and the liquor traffic.

The gigantic struggle between capital and labor is con-
tinually increasing. The high cost of living, the low wage
scale, in many cases, the great army of the unemployed, and
the large fortunes accumulated by the many captains of
industry, render the present situation in our country very
serious. This condition of things is greatly intensified by
the international European struggle. Soon our land will be
sought as a refuge from the great burdens of taxation loaded
upon the defenseless citizens of those warring nations.

These enormous war debts will have to be paid, and the
tax payer will have to do it, largely. But when the burden
becomes unendurable, the system will be antagonized and
the offended will seek a new home. Effort is being made
by socialism, trades unions and various other organizations
to solve these labor problems. But all these methods ap-
pear to possess some of the elements of anti-Christianity.
As a Church, we believe the Sermon on the Mount outlines
the kingdom conditions, and that these conditions cannot
obtain in any other way, than by exalting our coming King.
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Therefore as a Church we will give encouragement to and
co-operate with those methods only which are in harmony
with our holy religion, as outlined by the Master and will
strenuously oppose any other method.

The white slave traffic is a great menace to our country.
Many of our young maidens are becoming an easy prey for
human vultures who concentrate their hellish designs upon
an innocent womanhood. Sixty thousand girls go out of
sight and three hundred million dollars go into the white
slave traffic annually.

Seventy per cent of our young men are unfit for matri-
mony because of immoral diseases. We recognize the
great power of the ministry to cry out against this evil, and
we urge upon our ministers the great importance of dis-
charging their duties in this respect.

- The temperance question has been handicapped by ill-ad-
vised political action in this country until many of the
earnest workers for this cause have become discouraged and
have abated their zeal. The hope of the temperance reform
is not in moral suasion alone, but in political action by a
party thoroughly committed to the overthrow of the drink
traffic, by electing men to office who stand on a platform
that declares for the utter annihilation of the manufacture
and sale of all intoxicating beverages. To expect any re-
form to come by voting for good men in license parties that
are receiving revenue from the traffic is contrary to all sound
reason as well as express declaration of the Word of God.

Developments in Russia and France, who realized that
if they were to conquer, they must have a sober people,
have given impetus to the prohibition forces of America.
The autocratic stroke of Russia’s ruler, which procured pro-
hibition for the Empire and thrift for the people, has
changed the pessimist to one whose optimistic vision can
see the dawn of a sober day when the saloon will not be
seen in all our domains.

Our duty as a Church is to continue a factor of reform,
with renewed energy and faith in the ultimate triumph of
Truth and the enthronement of the principles, which gave
us denominational birth.

Signed by the Committee, W. L. Thompson, Chairman,

A. E. Belk, Secretary,
E. F. McCarty,

W. L. Thurber,

E. D. Cheney.
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Report No. 10.

REPORT OF THE CONNECTIONAL TREASURER
FOR QUADRENNIAL TERM CLOSING
JUNE 1, 1915.

Through the tender mercies of our Lord we are permitted
to bring to you the work and results of another quadrennial
report. In many ways the tokens of God’s favor have
rested on all the Corporate Societies of the Church and we
have special cause for gratitude to our Lord for his hand
that has so graciously preserved us and his power that has
wrought for us in caring for our Church interests. In spite
of the trying time financially, on account of the European
‘War, yet God has watched over our work and every need
has been supplied in the different departments, and we
are able through his grace and mercy to report progress all
along the line.

We herewith present the report of the various incorporate
Societies of the Connection for your action.

WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNECTION (OR
CHURCH) OF AMERICA.

Assets and Liabilities.

Assets.
Note and stock ............ ... ... ... $1,800.00
Cash in Trust & Deposit bank ........ 8.77
Total assets, June 1, 1915 ............ $1,808.77
Liabilities. '
Note and interest .................... $1,025.00
Loan from Publishing Asso........... 126.70
Educational Society loan ............. 110.73
Total liabilities ....................... $1,262.43
Net assets, June 1, 1915 ................ $546.34
Net assets, June 1, 1911 ............... 775.17
Loss for the four years ............... $228.83
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SUPERANNUATED MINISTERS’ AID SOCIETY OF
THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNEC-
TION OF AMERICA.

Assets, June 1, 1911 .................. $1,724.83
Cordelia Bassett Bequest .............. 600.00
Total assets June 1, 1915 ............. $2,324.83

WESLEYAN EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY.

HOUGHTON.

Cash Receipts and Disbursements.

Receipts.

Principal on endowment notes ........ $3,789.38
Interest on endowment notes ........ 2,824.39
Interest on endowment loans .......... 525.74
Pledges ...t e 4,247.05
General contributions ................. 13,757.84
Tuition ... 18,240.27
Dormitory .......... ... ... 3.077.88
Rents ... 565.52
Apparatus fund contributions ........ 963.92 -
Academic fund from New York State .. 364.92
Bank interest ......................... - 53.33
Interest on Lindley Reserve Fund .... 284.67
Interest on tuition notes ............. 79.88
Principal on tuition notes ............. 77.22
Loans ..., 3.370.96
Principal on endowment loans......... 500.00
Lindley Reserve Fund ................ 2,333.33
Miscellaneous receipts by H. W. Mec-

Dowell ... . i 164.11
Miscellaneous ......................... 1,045.29 N
Cordelia Bassett Bequest ............. 7,800.00
Total receipts ............ccvuiuea.... $64,128.70
-Cash on hand June 1, 1911 ............ 996.12
Total for balance .................... $65,124 .82
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Disbursements.

"Teachers’ and Janitor’s salaries ...... $31,426.95
Endowment loans .................... 5,290.00
Interest on borrowed money .......... 1,154.29
‘Treasurer’s salary ..........covevinen.. 265.41
Clerk’s salary ........coiiiiiiiiiienn, 1,159.95
Postage ....ciiiiiiiiii e 296.36
Board Meeting expense ............... 447.20
Heating and lighting ................. 3,862.50
School supplies and office expense .... 559.95
Repair and maintenance of grounds .... 1,113.83
Apparatis .......iiiiii e , 812.81
Advertising ... ... 108.05
Sundries and legal fees .............. 533.99
Annuities ...l 744.00
Traveling expense .................... 724.53
Freight, cartage and express .......... 134.70
Retained by H. W. McDowell ........ 119.13
Printing ... ... ... . ... 952.94
Bills payable ............... ..o 3,463.22
Fire escape .........viiiiiiiin.. 250.00
Besse note and loan .................. 2,435.07
Rent for water system ................ 71.58
Miscellaneous disbursements .......... 1,136.60
Scholarship ..o, 240.00
Educational Secretary's salary ........ 441.33
Loan to E. Teter, Agent of Lindley

Reserve Fund ...................... 2,333.33
Endowment for water system ........ 700.00
Total disbursements .................. $60,658.59
Cash on hand June 1, 1915 ............ 4,466.23
Total to balance ...................... ) $65,124.82

Assets and Liabilities.

Assets.
Office supplies, furniture and fixtures.. $2,004.00
AppParatis . ...vniiiiii i 1,410.00
Retained by H. W. McDowell ......... 119.13
Cash in T. and D. Bank .............. 4,010.61
Cash in O. C. S. Bank ................ 455.62
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Loans ...veiiii i e, 5,620.49
Bills receivable, tuition notes & interest 552.94
Library ...oooiiiiiiiii 2,300.00
Real estate .......iiiiniiiaaninnnns 55,880.00
Wesleyan Methodist Publishing Associ-

ation loan ............ ,...c..iiioaen 840.03
Wesleyan Methodist Connection loan 110.73
Foreign Mission loan, Africa ......... 983.13
Apparatus fund notes and pledges.... 2,235.01
Endowment notes and interest ........ 39,821.53
Pledges . oovivini i i 2,583.25
Lindley Reserve Fund ................ 2,333.33
Pump House matchinery, ete. .......... 60.00
Total assets ..........civeeviuennnnnn. $121,319.80

Liabilities.
Bills payable ............c.ccvviin... $5,120.14
Patterson contract .................... 200.00
Foreign mission loan ................. 1,046.18
Accounts payable for salaries and cost 1,891.82
Total liabilities ....................... $8.258.14
Net assets, June 1, 1915 ............... $113,061.66
Net assets, June 1, 1911 ........covn... 105,320.79
Gain for the four years ............... $7,740.87
MILTONVALE.
Cash Receipts and Disbursements.
Receipts. \

Principal on endowmient .............. $696.90
Interest on endowment ............ 3,043.74
Interest on Lindley Reserve Fund .... 284.39
Endowment reserve contribution ...... 400.00
Endowment loan ...................... 300.00
Loans ... .o i 1,500.00
Lindley Reserve Fund ................ 2,333.33
Pledges ... i 1,374.53
General contributions ................. 6,768.16
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Tuition ...t i i 13,200.23
Bank interest ............ ... ..., 23.39
Interest on endowment loans .......... 430.23
Martin scholarship note .............. 300.00
Miscellaneous receipts ................ 172.28
Total receipts ........coviiiiiivon.. $30,827.18
Cash on hand June 1, 1911 ............ 1,075.99
Total for balance .-...................
Disbursements.

Teachers’ and janitor’s salaries ....... $20,221.52
Agent’s and clerk’s salaries ............ 700.90
Postage ... e 69.84
Board Meeting expense .............. 282.49
Office and school supplies ............. 448,35
Heating, lighting and water .......... 645.13
Freight, cartage and express .......... 19.20
Repairs and maintenance of grounds .. 434.77
Traveling expense .................... 880.30
General expense and sundries ........ 368.97
Legal fees ......ooiei i, 40.85
Martin scholarship note ............... 300.00
Miscellaneous ......ooviiiiiineenna.. 476.37
Tuition returned .......... ... ..., 70.62
Interest on and bills payable .......... 1,420.42
Loan to E. Teter of Lindley Reserve .. 2,333.33
Endowment loans .................... 1,875.00
Educational Secretary’s salary ........ 380.37
Apparatus ........ T 98.35
Rent ... .. i i 330.00
Total disbursements ..................

Cash on hand June 1, 1915.............

Total to balance ......................

Assets and Liabilities.

Assets.
Furniture and fixtures ................ $3,711.05
Trust and Deposit Bank .............. 2.90
Onoen. Co. Savings Bank ............. 503.49

$31,903.17

$31,396.78
-506.39
$31,903.17



GENERAL CONFERENCE MINUTES.

Library ..o e 603.00
Real estate .......oviiitiiniiniinnnn 23,756.40
Loans ..ot e 2,399.40
Lindley Reserve Fund ................ 2,333.33
Endowment notes and interest ........ 30,000.04
Retained by S. W. Bond .............. 20.00
Pledges ... ..o . 1,318.97
Foreign Mission loan ................ 148.95
Wesleyan Methodist Publishing Associa-

tion loan .............. ... .. ... 178.75
Total assets ...........ccoviiiiiiann.. $64,976.28"

Liabilities.
Accounts payable .......... .. ... ...... $2,406.85
Loan and interest .................... 1,500.00
Total labilities ...................... $3,906.85
Net assets June 1, 1915 ............... $61,069.43
Net assets June 1, 1911 .............. $46,539.95
Gain for the four years ............... $14,529.48.
CENTRAL.
Cash Receipts and Disbursements.
Receipts.

Lindley Reserve Fund ................ $2,333.34
Interest on Lindley fund ............. 284.19
General contributions ................ 5.833.45
Tuition . ..oiiiviiii i 3,045.64
Cordelia Bassett Bequest .............. 600.00
Dormitory ..........ou.. .. e 777.82
Miscellaneous receipts ................ 1,241.90
Loans .ovveiiiiiiii i 1,451.81
Total receipts .......covvvvviinnno.... $15,568.15
Cash on hand June 1, 1911 ... ... ... .. 91.81
Total to balance ...................... $15,659.96.
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Disbursements.
Teachers’ and janitor’s salaries ....... $8,182.46
Loans and interest .........oveeeevnn.. 1,899.58
Agent’s and clerk’s salaries .......... 245.65
Board Meeting expense .............. 119.14
General expense ............eoeon.n .. 134.09
Postage ... .o 18.88
Printing .....ooouiiineiniiiainnnan, 252.59
Legal fees and expense ............... 38.35
Insurance ............. e 307.70
Traveling expense ...........cocucunn 332.23
Fuel and light ........... ... i, 619.34
Repairs and maintenance of grounds.. 524.18
Dormitory ..ooviiieii i 80.72
Loan to E. Teter of Lindley Reserve.. 2,333.34
Miscellaneous ......ooeviiieenaeennnnns 411.17
Total disbursements .................. $15,499.42
Cash in bank June 1, 1915 ............. 160.54
Total to balance ............ooiiiin. $15,659.96
Assets and Liabilities.
Assets.
Central school property, per Invoice
Committee ... ..couiieennnereaannen $17,290.00
Lindley Reserve Fund ................ 2,333.34 3
Endowment note and interest ........ 142.29 e
Trust and Deposit Bank .............. 160.54
Retained by J. M. Hancock .......... 1.00 N
Total assets ........cciviiiniinnnnnnnn. $19,927.17
Liabilities.
................................ $359.92
Accounts payable ............ ... ... 1,590.09
Home Mission loans .................. 3,320.00
Total liabilities ....................... $5,270.01
Net assets June 1, 1915 .. ............. $14,657.16
Net assets June 1, 1911 ................ 11,771.62
Gain for the four YEArS .iiiviinniann.. $2,885.54
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THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE WESLEYAN
METHODIST CONNECTION OF AMERICA.

HOME MISSIONS. i

Cash Receipts and Disbursements.

Receipts.
Cordelia Bassett Bequest ............. $1,200.00
General contributions ................. 13,843.66
Interest, bank and loans ............. 156.44
Interest on Lindley Reserve Fund.... 426.59
Loans ..o e e 1,364.15

From India Funds to equalize salary of
Missionary Secretary and general ex-

DEIISE ot ittt it 189.75
Sale of No. Cohocton Church Property 450.00
Lindley Reserve Principal ............ 3,500.00
Misc. receipts ....ovviiiinreiiiiiiene 14.00
Total receipts .......ccovviiieennann.. $21,144.59
Cash in Bank June 1, 1911 ............ 6.55
Total to balance ...................... $21,151.14

Disbursements.

Tuition as per Ostrander Contract .... $25.00 L
General mission work ................. 13,180.57 :
Missionary Secretary’s salary ........ 1,020.00 :
Traveling expense .................... 312.40 ]
Agent’s and clerk’s salaries .......... 384.81 i
General expense ..........cveeniiannnn. 159.46
Board Meeting expense .............. 302.07
Printing ...... ... ... ool 19.64 f
Postage ... ... i 47.02 :
ADNDUILY o veie et 120.00 i
Insurance and interest on loans ....... 160.05 5
Lindley Res. loan to E. Teter ........ 3,500.00
To Rome Church from Bassett Beques 600.00 :
Loans ... . 600.00
Office expense ............cocvvivnnn. 27.41
Exchange, freight, cartage and express.. 16.44
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Tegal fees and expense ............... 62.25
Southern School expense .............. 19.50
Real estate ...........c.oviiiiiiiiiae, 592.59
"Total disbursements .................. $21,149.21
Cash on hand June 1, 1915 ............. 1.93
"Total to balance ...........cccvnnnenn. - $21,151.14

Assets.
“«Cash in bank ..............c.ciivnn.. $1.93
“Church property .......coovivevennnnn. 4,100.00
Judd bequest .......... .. iiiiilan. 427.83
Real estate ............ccciiiiiiian, 1,100.00
‘Educational Society loan .............. 3,320.00
Notes and interest ............c..u.n.. 1,781.49
Furniture and fixtures ................ 85.15
Lindley Reserve Fund ............... 3,500.00
“Total assets June 1, 1915 ............. $14,316.40
Liabilities.
Loans and interest .............cvuuunn $1,364.65
“Foreign mission loan ................. 614.80
“Total liabilities .............ccovvn.... $1,979.45
Net assets June 1, 1915 ............... $12,336.95
‘Net assets June 1, 1911 .......... . 7,992.76
«Gain for the four years .............. $4,344.19

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Africa.

Cash Receipts and Disbursements.

Receipts.
~General contributions ........... veee. $42,797.91
"Bank interest and loans .............. 124.30
Interest on Lindley Reserve Fund .... 266,61

81



GENERAL CONFERENCE MINUTES.

Sale of Books ............ i 138.67
Lindley Reserve ..................... 2,187.50
Loans .............. et 8,666.00
Cordelia Bassett Bequest ............. 900.00
Medical Building Fund ............... 276.45
Miscellaneous Receipts, in and out .... 218.00
Cash over .. ...oiiiiiiiiiiiiiinineenns 1.00
Total receipts .....cceveiviinnnievannns $55,576 .44
Cash on hand June 1, 1911 .......... 94.76
Total for balance ..................... $55,671.20
Disbursements.

General mission work and workers .... $39,350.49

Missionary secretary’s salary .......... 2,537.50
Traveling exXpense ..........c.ccevvuenn. 783.18
Agent’s and clerk’s salary ............ 629.06
Board Meeting expense ............... 631.83
Postage ... .. il 108.86
Interest and annuity ................. 407.10
Loans paid ........ ... oottt 5,852.45
Printing ...t i e 675.00
Exchange ..., 36.39
General Expense .................... 331.40
Miscellaneous, in and out ............ 218.00
Cash short .......... e, 1.00
Lindley Reserve loan to E. Teter ...... 2,187.50
Office eXpense ......oovieveieienenenn. 73.55
Freight, cartage and express .......... 17.07
Legal fees and expense ............... 60.50
Total disbursements .................. $53,900.88
Cash on hand June 1, 1915 ............ 1,770.32
Total to balance ..........civvunnnnn.. $5

Assets.
Cash in bank ...............coovienen. $1,770.32
African mission property ............. 6,700.00
Merchandise ......c.oviiiiiiiiiiii... 598.35
Furniture and fixtures ................ 110.15
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Home Mission loan ...........cc...... 614.80
Educational Society loan .............. 1,046.18
Wesleyan Methodist Publishing Asso-
ciation loan ........ceviiiiiiiiinnennn 1,623 /32
Lindley Reserve Fund ................ 2,187.50
Notes ..iiiiiiniii it iiiieenrneenenns 3,466.99
Total assets June 1, 1915 .............. $18,117.61
Liabilities.
0aNS it e $1,823.55

Educational Society loan and interest.. 1,132.08

Total Habilities ................. . ..., : $2,955.63

Net assets June 1, 1915 ............... $15,161.98
Net assets June 1, 1911 ............... 9,758.78
Gain for the four years .............. $5,403.20

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

India.

Cash Receipts.and Disbursements.

Receipts.
Cordlelia Bassett Bequest ............ $600.00
General contributions ................ 13,390.63
Native workers .........ccoviiiiiinn.. 665.58
Bank interest ...............iiiiaa, 25.68
Interest on Lindley Reserve Fund .... 160.03
L0ansS ittt i i e e 1,800.00
Miscellaneous .......cevveiviiniinnenns 5.15
Lindley Reserve Fund ................ 1,312.50
Total receipts «....ovuiunrieeecnennnnns $17,059.57
Cash on hand June 1, 1911 ....7....... 52.37
Total to balance ............cccovuen. $18,011.94
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Disbursements.
«General mission work and workers.... $12,682.
Missionary secretary’s salary .......... 520.
“Traveling expense ............ccuveuns 142.
Agent’s and clerk’s salaries ............ 254.
Board Meeting expense .............. 139.
Postage and exchange ................ 55.
Loans and interest ..........coceiunnn. 1,533.
Printing ...t e e 32.
‘General €XPeNnse .........ciieeeneninnn 50.
‘Office exXpense .......c.cevevreennaeen. 12.
Freight, cartage and express .......... 9.

"To Home Missions to equalize expense
of workers and Missionary Secre-
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tary, salary ........ ... oo, 189.%5
A. E. Ashton, as per agreement (1913

P55 e o 2 600.00
Lindley Reserve loan to E. Teter .... 1,312.50
‘Total disbursements .................. $17,535.13
Cash on hand June 1, 1915 ............ 476.81
‘Total to balance ..........cooouia... $18,011.94

Assets and Liabilities.
Assets.
‘Cash in bank .............cv it $476.81
India mission property ............... 4,500.00
Merchandise ...........c00iiiiiin.... 28.00
Lindley Reserve Fund ................ 1,312.50
NoteS  viiiiiiriiiiiniiieeieanriennen 750.00
Total assets ......covveieerennnnnnnnn. $7,067.31
Liabilities.

Loans ...t i i $301.25
Net assets June 1, 1915 ............... $6,766.06
Net assets June 1, 1911 ... ............ 257.48
‘Gain for the four years ............... $6,508.58
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WESLEYAN METHODIST PUBLISHING
ASSOCIATION.

We here repeat the preface in our annual report and say
it is with deep thankfulness to God that we are able to re--
port the work of this corporation. Some of the elements.
that have entered into its success are:

1. The valuable and careful work of our Editors and.
their assistants in giving the Church such excellent period-
icals and literature that meet our needs. Most loyally has.
the Editorial Department co-operated with the Agent in
giving the very best to our people at the lowest cost, and
the broad, comprehensive needs of the work have been ef--
fectively handled through the literature of the Church and
as a result the Church life has been greatly quickened and
loyalty to the principles of the denomination increased.

2. Qur preachers as agents of the Publishing House
have rendered most faithful service and have assisted in
the sale of our books and also pushing the circulation of
the Church literature, and have been alert to direct atten--
tion to the appeals that have been made for the needs of
the work.

3. On the part of our foreman, Rev. Charles H. Cox,.
and all of our employees there has been manifested a spirit
of co-operation that has meant much in the line of increased:
efficiency and economical management of the work.

4. We here record our appreciation of the valuable help.
rendered by the members of the Executive  Board both in
counsel and assisting in carrying out plans best adapted to
the needs of the work.

5. All these human elements have contributed their:
quota to the work, but back of and through and in it all
we must recognize God’s hand that has blest the seed sown
and given the increase and has unstintingly poured out his.
blessings upon the work. To him we devoutly ascribe all.
the praise and all the glory.

‘We give below a summary of the four years’ work, setting"
forth the assets and liabilities of this Association.

Receipts.
Total receipts ........ovivviivvninnn.. $119,682.34-
Cash on hand June 1, 1911............. 2,159.13:
Total to balance .....vvvvvinininnen.ns $121,841.47"
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Disbursements.
Total disbursements ..........cvoeueee $120,995.17
Cash on hand June 1, 1915 ............ 846.30
Total to balance ............c.coiviat, $121,841.47

Assets and Liabilities.

Assets.

Cash in Trust & Deposit Bank ...... $665.25
Cash in Onon. Co. Savings Bank ...... 159.78
Petty cash ... i 21.27
Accounts receivable on customers’

fedger ..o 2,136.32
Books and miscellaneous mdse. ........ 3,550.54
Paper ... e 1,164.20
Ink, cuts and electros ...........c.c... 425.93
Unexpired insurance ............... e 284.02
Unfinished printing .........c.civvn.n. 300.00
Press room and basement machinery

and tools ...... ... i i, 6,656.85
Post office deposit ....... ... il 18.39
Real estate buildings and improvements 51,718.96
Composing room machinery .......... 8,128.90
Furniture and fixtures ................ 1,350.55
Office and sales room expense inventory 108.51
HRditorial room expense inventory...... 11.07
Building maintenance expense inventory 202.00
Notes and loans ...................... 533.17
Editorial petty cash fund ............. 3.90

Loan to Wesleyan Methodist Connection 126.37
Total assets .........ciiiiirninennnn.. $77,565.98
Liabilities.

Accounts payable (Mdse, building and

FEPAITS) i ttieee it eeiianeeanns $795.72
Loans on Certificate Plan ............. 1,531.23
Educational Society loans ............ 1,018.78
Foreign Mission loan ................. 1,623.32
Superannuated Minister’s Aid Society,

loan ... i 1,724.83
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Syracuse Savings Bank loan ........... 10,208.33
Rev. E. Teter loan account of 1912-1913  3,500.00

Total liabilities ..........cciiiiiiinnn. $20,402.21

Net assets June 1, 1915 ............... $57,163.77
Net assets June 1, 1911 ... .. ..ovuen. 52,708.07
Gain for the four years ............... $4,455.70

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT.

Total Earnings.

Wesleyan subscriptions ............... $18,389.00
Books and miscellaneous supplies...... 17,988.56
Sabbath School supplies .............. 31,392.37
Job printing ..ot 23,096.20
Advertising . ......eiiiiiiiiiiiiie 148.67
Rents ..ot e 9,282.25
Bank interest ..........coiiiiiiiinannn 96.67
Cash over ... iiiiiin e iinenaenns 7.4
Miscellaneous items ...........ccvvun.. 96.05
Galn o i e e e 12.50
CommiSsion ........veiiiiiernnnnnanns 3.58
Total earning for the four years....... $100,513.59

Salaries and Expense

Agent’s salary ... $3,637.25
Editorial room salaries ............... 7,683.59
Mechanical Department salaries ...... 26,965.48
Office and sales room salaries ........ 2,767.59
Postage for mdse, and general purposes 1,356.40
Postage Wesleyan Methodist ........ 1,293.39
Postage Banner ...................... 532.16
Postage Sabbath School supplies ...... 382.65
Postage Primary Class Paper ......... 43.78
Freight, cartage and express .......... 1,127.83
Agent’s traveling expense ............. 486.03
Office and sales room expense ........ 1,328.19
Editorial room expense ............... 568.74
General expense (gas engine, linotype,

metal, etc.) ... . i, 2,305.34



GENERAL CONFERENCE MINUTES..

Building maintenance and repairs...... 5,351.24
Lighting and water ................... 1,555.55
aXES v ieieineiern i aetanecesaannn 2,246.12
INSULANCE vt vei i iiieenrmnaenanenns 885.33
Fuel, gas and electrical power ........ 5,049.67
Exchange and commission ............ 112.50
Discount to customers ................ 140.51
Annuity and interest .............. ..., 4,176.29
Books and Sabbath School supplies.... 14,778.63
Miscellaneous supplies ................ 946.29
Book binding .......... i, 1,000.68
Inks, cuts and electros ................ 811.52
Paper ... e 10,444.19
Loss and gain ..........ccviiiineenens 41.35
Editorial traveling expense ........... 132.68
Editorial Piece work .................. 330.26
Board meeting expense ............... 1,332.34
Tegal fees ..ovvriinniieninenenenns 2.25
Gas engine eXPENSEe ..........ceeeesas 33.55
Cash short ......ciiiiiiiiiiiinennnes .80
F. A. Butterfield moving expense ...... 330.35
Relocation of Publishing House ...... 64.25
Press room expense .................. 63.68
Depreciation of Gas Engine ........... 26.00
Depreciation of furniture and fixtures .. 41.60
General expense ..................unn. 83.06
Total salaries and expenses ........... $100,460.01
Gain for the four years ............... $53.58"
J. S. Willett, Treasurer.

Report No. 11.

EDITOR’S REPORT TO THE GENERAL

CONFERENCE.

During the quadrennium now closing the Connection:
suffered the loss of one of its staunchest defenders and
supporters in the person of its Connectional Editor, the
late Rev. A. T. Jennings, who had served continuously in
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that capacity for about a quarter of a century. During this
time he had brought the work of the office to which he
had been called by the Church to a high state of efficiency,
winning for himself and the Church he represented the
respect and confidence of those without, as well as of those
within the Church.

The announcement of his resignation brought a shock to
the entire Church, bringing with it the keenest sorrow as
well as grave solicitude for the work he was compelled to
lay aside. To me this seemed to be an irreparable calamity,
for it meant the loss of one whom I had loved and re-
spected for many years, and held in the highest honor, and
with my brethren, my heart was full of sorrow. But when’
no other choice was possible, we reverently bowed to the
will of God. When asked by the Book Committee to take
up the work laid down by our brother it at first appeared
an impossible undertaking, but when after prayerful con-
sideration it appeared to be the will of God I resolved by
the help of God to be no less devoted to the cause he
loved, and with renewed consecration have sought to carry
forward the standard placed in my hands when our be-
loved brother fainted and fell beneath the heavy burden
he so long and faithfully had borne.

Coming directly from active pastoral labors it was not
an easy task to adjust myself to the duties of the office
and to classify and arrange the work. I found it necessary
to continue the work for a time in much the same way
as it had been planned by Brother Jennings, but have grad-
ually brought about such changes 'as would more fully
meet the requirements and needs of the Connection. The
financial crisis through which the Church has been passing
has called for the use of more space in the Wesleyan
Methodist for the purpose of presenting these needs as well
as the plans and methods which will insure a more perfect
financial system throughout the Church. This class of
matter has at times seriously encroached upon departments
of vital importance, but I have felt that the results ob-
tained have been my justification for so doing, and I am
sure that we all are pleased to see that the free and liberal
use of the columns of the Church paper by the Agent, the
chairman of the Budget Commission, and others in pre-
senting the financial needs of the Church bas met with suc-
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cess and has had much to do with the improveéd financial
situation.

It is gratifying to be able to report a good degree of
progress in the development of the literature of the Church.
For more than a year we have been issuing the Primary
Class Paper from our own presses. This paper has been
a financial success from the beginning, the increase in the
circulation since” last June amounting to 1,600 copies per
week. The increase in the other publications has also been
marked. This increase in the case of the Wesleyan Method-
ist has been substantial and indicates a healthful growth.
The increased weekly circulation of the Banner for the past
year amounts to 3500 copies. The same healthful gain is
also true of the Sunday School quarterlies, which amounts to
700 copies for the Teachers, 2,000 for the Scholars, 2,000
for the Junior Quarterly, and 600 for the Little Folks Cards,
making a total increase of 33,600 pieces per quarter. That
this substantial increase has come during one of the most
trying periods of our history and at a time of great busi-
ness depression throughout the country, indicates that the
growth is healthful and permanent. Neither the spiritual
tone of the publications nor the position of the Church on
the various reforms for which we stand has been compro-
mised to secure these gains.

The Editorial and Business Departments are necessarily
closely allied, and the full co-operation and most cordial
relations are necesasry to the greatest success of either.
In the short period of our association I have found the
Agent to be considerate and helpful, and to his careful
business management and courteous treatment of our pa-
trons is due a large measure of the success which is com-
ing to the publishing interests of our Church. It is a
pleasure to be associated with men and women of the fine
Christian character which, almost without exception, have
composed the force of the business and mechanical depart-
ments since our coming to Syracuse.

In conclusion I desire to express my gratitude to the
God of all grace who has been with us through all the
trying places and has prospered the work of our hands.
Though the work was accepted with great reluctance and
has been continued with great sacrifice in some directions,
yet it has not been without great spiritual profit and plea-
sure. The Lord has seen fit to lhear prayer and greatly
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stengthen my physical powers for the past several months,
so that the present finds me in the best of health and
enjoying a rich experience in the deep things of God and
the presence of the abiding Comforter. I have been pain-
fully conscious of my limitations, and no one has regretted
them more than myself. I have sought to render faithful
service to the Church of my choice in a most trying and
perplexing period of her history. How far the expectations
and hope of the Church have been met I leave for others
to judge. The office came to me unsought, and I am not
now solicitous for official position, and if this honorable
body deems it wise to place the editorial work in the hands
of others, or to change the nature of the work entrusted to
my care, or to dispense with my services altogether, I shall
still be grateful to serve the Lord and the Church in the
humblest capacity.

Acknowledging the co-operation and helpfulness of all
who have so faithfully assisted in the past, and who de-
serve credit for their share of any success that may have
crowned our efforts, I respectfully submit this report.

F. A. Butterfield, Connectional Editor.

Report No. 12.

REPORT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL SECRETARY
TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.

Upon my election to the office of Connectional Sunday
School Secretary to complete the unexpired term of our
lamented brother, the Rev. A. T. Jennings, I sought to dis-
charge the duties of the office as fully as possible in con-
nection with my numerous other duties. I regret my in-
ability to do more and better work in this department, as
the duties of the Editorial office and the general business
of the Church which has demanded careful consideration
and attention, has made it impossible to give the time and
care to the general Sunday School work that its importance
demands. However, it gives me great satisfaction to be
able to report a healthy growth and development of the
Sunday School interests throughout the Church in most of
the conferences. In some of the conferences the work is
being splendidly cared for by the conference Sunday Scheol
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Boards and the Conference Sunday School Secretaries, im
others there is much room for improvement. It would be
well if the Connectional Sunday School Secretary could
give his entire time to the development of the Sunday
School work, being as it is one of the most fertile fields
for missionary and evangelistic activities, as well as being
one of the best means available for insuring increased
financial returns through the more general use of our sup-
plies. Steps have been taken to more carefully organize
and systematize the work of this department, but much re-
mains to be done in developing these plans and putting
measures into operation which will insure more aggressive
activity in all departments of our Sunday School work.

F. A. Butterfield, Connectional Sunday School Secretary.

Report No. 13.
COMMITTEE ON DISTRICTING THE CONNECTION.

We, your Committee, to whom was referred the duty of
districting the Connection, with the intention of facilitating
the election of the Book Committee, submit the following

. report:

We recommend that Ohio, South Ohio and Tennesse have
one lay representative; Michigan and North Michigan one
ministerial member; Lockport, one ministerial member.
Canada, Champlain and Rochester, one ministerial and
one lay representative; Allegheny, one lay member;
Kansas, Oklahoma and Willamette, one minister; Indiana.
and Illinois, one minister and one lay member; lowa, Wis«
consin and Dakota, one lay member; North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, North Georgia and Alabama, one minis—
terial and one lay member.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

E. D. Carpenter, Chairman,
Arthur W. Smith, Secretary,.
E. L. Henderson,
C. V. Black,
D. 1. Shidler,
E. G. Dietrich,

Committee.
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Report No. 14.
COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCE RECORDS.

We, your Committee on Conference Records, wish to
submit the following report:

We report the records of Kansas, Iowa, Canada and
Lockport and Oklahoma conferences not on hand. We
recommend that the General Conference give instruction
as to obtaining the lacking data for the statistical report
caused by the absence of these books.

Allegheny Conference Record:—Clean and neat; well
written; headed, but not indexed.

Alabama Conference:—Quite well written; few blots, not
indexed.

Africa Mission Conference:—Well written; clean and
neat; not indexed.

Central New York and Pennsylvania Conference:—Very
well written; clean and presents a good appearance; in
place of index work in margin, capital letters are used in
writing in the main body to indicate the same thing the
index work would.

Champlain Conference:—Quite well written; partly in-
dexed, printed statistics pinned in.

Dakota Conference:—Well written; clean; well headed,
but not indexed.

Georgia Conference:—Well written; neat and clean; in-
dexed throughout. )

Illinois Conference:—Well written; clean and well kept,
except one set of statistics not tabulated.

Indiana Conference:—Well written, except a few errors
in typewriting in the year 1914; clean, but not indexed.

Michigan Conference:—Well written; clean and well kept
indexed throughout.

North Carolina:—Well written; partly indexed; clean, ex-
cept few blots. i

North Michigan Conference:—Complete; well written;
headed, but not indexed; few blots.

North Georgia Conference:—Clean; quite carefully kept;
1914 record lacking; crowded.

Ohio Conference:—Clean and neat; well indexed through-
out.
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South Carolina Conference:—Well written; not indexed;
clean and well kept, except a few blots.

South Ohio Conference:—Not indexed; some blots; no
margin in the year 1912.

Tennessee Conference:—Not indexed; fairly well kept and
written; some blots.

Willamette Conference:—Fairly well written; not in-
dexed; not neatly kept.

Wisconsin Conference:—Fairly well written; indexed, ex-
cept last year; Too many abbreviations; clean, except a few
blots.

General Conference Record:—Neatly written; clean and
thoroughly kept; indexed.

Signed,
J. Lawrence,
S. W. Wright,
0. H. P. Woolbright,
Wesley Markee,
Emma Fall.
~

The Records of the Kansas Conference coming in late
necessitates a supplementary report. The four years min-
utes came before us in printed form and neatly bound.
However this does not comply with the rulings of the
Conference.

J. Lawrence,

Emma Fall,

O. H. P. Woolbright,
S. W. Wright,

Wesley Markee.

Report No. 15.
MEMORIAL FOR BROTHER JENNINGS.

Rev. Arthur T. Jennings passed from a life of zealous
toil in service for God in the Wesleyan Methodist Church,
March 20, 1914, in the 56th year of his age. He was born
in Yates County, N. Y., July 21, 1858, and continued a citi-
zen of his native state all his life. Converted at an early
age, and entering the ministry of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church, he began his public activities as pastor of the On-
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tario charge, Rochester Conference, at the age of 20. He
was later called to the pastorate of the Seneca Falls Church,
which he served until called to the editorship of our Church
literature™in October, 1891.. He was re-elected editor at
the various General Conferences, and so continued editor
for twenty-one years.

In March, 1913, he was compelled to resign on account of
failing health. After a year of intense suffering, from which
medical aid could give him only temporary relief, the end
came, and he was called to his heavenly home.

His re-election at so many successive sessions of the Gen-
eral Conference as editor of our denominational paper in-
dicates how large a place he held in the affections of the
Church.

Brother Jennings was a writer of rare ability. He had
the faculty of saying what he desired, clearly, concisely, and
with a dignity of utterance, and courteous regard for the
opinions of others, that placed his writings in the sphere of
the utmost sincerity. His supreme aim was to build up the
Church in spirituality, his central theme being “Holiness
unto the Lord.” He was one of the ablest expositors of
this great central doctrine of redemption, and as a preacher
was fearless, radical and thorough, yet kind, humble, broth-
erly, and very considerate for the feelings and interests of
others. His ability as a preacher made the demands for his
services very great. He filled engagements repeatedly in all
our great Camp-meetings, preaching and conducting Bible
readings upon the essential phases of Christian life and doc-
trine. In addition to this work, and his work as editor,
he visited various conference sessions as Connectional rep-
resentative and was greatly appreciated as a man “set for
the defense of the Gospel.”” In addition to these labors he
held important offices in the Church in connection with its
business management, being a member of the Book Com-
mittee for many years. In these relations he maintained
the same wisdom and conscientiousness that characterized
his activities in other spheres.

It is true that though God buries his workmen, his work
moves on. Therefore, be it resolved by this General Con-
ference, at which his presence and wise counsels are missed
the first time for so many years, that we record our appre-
ciation of his noble Christian character, of his great service
for the Church of his choice, mourn with his family his
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early death, and that we renewedly devote ourselves to
Christ for the continued prosperity of the cause for which,
for Jesus’ sake, he gave his life.

H. W. McDowell,

P. B. Campbell,

J. S. Luckey.

Report No. 16.
COMMITTEE ON BOOK CONCERN.

Your Committee on Book Concern, beg leave to submit
the following report:

With the deepest sense of gratitude to God and thanks-
giving for the co-operation of our devoted people, we recog-
nize and record the splendid advancement all along the line
in this department of our denominational activities. )
. The effort to liquidate the liability against the Publishing
Association, known as the Besse Note and interest to the
amount of $6,464.00 by the Seventy Years Ago Fund plan,
has proven so highly successful that the whole amount is
now fully met.

Through the generosity of Cordelia Basset a new linotype
machine has been installed as an addition to the compeosing
room equipment, greatly facilitating the work of this de-
partment. With the addition of $400.00 from the general
fund, her gift covered the cost of this machine.

The annual financial loss in the publication of the Wes-
leyan Methodist, so long a crushing burden to the Publish-
ing Association, has been reduced to the vanishing point,
and this notwithstanding the fact that the paper has been
considerably improved as to quality of paper used, and also
in mechanical make-up.

Our Primary Class Paper, formerly purchased from the
Free Methodist Publishing Association, is now being pub-
lished at our own plant at a substantial profit to our Asso-
ciation.

There has been a marked increase in the sales of our
Sunday-School supplies. We also note a most gratifying
advance in our job printing activities.

For the purpose of supporting the substantial grounds
for encouragement given in this report, we call your atten-
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tion to official figures given in the reports of the last year
of the quadrennium ending in the year 1911 and in the
last year of the quadrennium ending in the year 1915:

In the year 1911 the loss in the publication of the Wes-
leyan Methodist was about $2,000.00. In the year 1915
it was only $37.81. In 1911 the sale of Sunday School sup-
plies amounted to $6,624.75. In 1915 the amount was
$8,830.69. An increase of $2,20594. In 1911 the total
amount of job printing was $2,981.49. In 1915 the sum of
$9,793.96 is reported for this work, being an increase of
$6,812.47. In 1911 the business loss was reported at $1,458.1%.
In 1915 the business gain reported is $2,217.60, a practical
advance of $3,675.77.

This excellent financial showing in our Publishing Asso-
ciation is but an index to future possibilities. This stan-
dard can be maintained and even greater -success realized
if our pastors and people can be brought to a full realiza-
tion of the fact that the Publishing Association does not
belong te the Agent nor to the Book Committee, but to
every loyal Wesleyan Methodist in the Connection. This
is not to be construed as an appeal to the benevolent ele-
ment in our people, but as a simple expression of the ethics
of business honor and fairness. To a reasonable extent we
may demand that the prices quoted on the products of our
Publishing House shall compare favorably with the prices
of other publishers. Conformity to the principles of fair
competition will help us, and also prove beneficial to the
life of our publishing business. But when this is readily
granted, there still rests upon us a solemn obligation to
patronize our own House in preference to others even when
it may cost us a little more. The surest way to get what
we want at the smallest price possible is to be so liberal in
our patronage of our Publishing House that a gradual de-
crease inn the margin of profit shall be made possible.

We commend the Wesleyan Methodist and our Sabbath
School publications for their biblical and Wesleyan sound-
ness in doctrines and reforms.

Respectfully submitted,
Chas. Sicard, Chairman;
J. 8. Willett,
I. F. McLeister,
C. H. Boggs,
George Rager.
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Report No. 17.
BOUNDARIES.

In the matter of a petition presented to this conference
(and referred to this committee), from that part of the
Ohio Conference formerly known as the Miami Conierence,
accompanied also by a memorial and evidence. oral and
written, your committe€ beg leave to report as follows:

1. We fail to find in the evidence produced, proof of the
charges against the officers and management of the Ohio
Conference. ‘

2. Hence we recommend to all parties in the Ohio Con-
ference that they continue in their present relations and to
their utmost ability, labor in love and unity of mind and
heart for salvation of souls and the redemption of the world.

3. We recommend that Section 39, paragraph 331, page
212, of the Discipline be changed so that the words, “also
the states of West Virginia” shall read, “also the states of
West Virginia and Kentucky, and the West Virginia Mis-
sion.”

4. We recommend that in section 39, paragraph 328, page
212, the words, “The Central Ohio Mission in West Vir-
ginia,” be stricken out.

5. We recommend that in section 39, paragraph 313, page-
209, the words, “and West Virginia Mission” be added to
the end of paragraph 313.

E. A. Boyd, Chairman;
J. E. Smiley, Secretary;
P. B. Campbell,

I. F. McLiester.

N. M. Bales.

Report No. 18.
EDUCATION.

Our children are a heritage from God. Their destiny in
two worlds is largely with us. This brings to us privileges
and responsibilities which are infinite in their extent and
possibility.

That our children should be educated and that they will
be educated is a question which is fully settled. The kina
of training they shall have and the influences that shall

a8




NINETEENTH QUADRENNIAL SESSION.

surround them during the formative period of life we must
determine. The importance and gravity of this problem.
cannot be too strongly emphasized. The many influences
which combine in the formation of one’s character comes
from various sources but none are more potent than those
which come from the school and the school life. This is
especially the case when the youth must leave home with
its restraints and safeguards in order to avail himself of
the benefits of the school. We are, therefore, under the
strongest obligations to place our children in those . institu-
tions of learning where the influences which make for char--
acter are the best.

‘What shall we say of the schools about us? We are not
unmindful of the fact that our public school system has.
long been the boast of the American people and that we-
point with pride to the large number of colleges and uni-
versities throughout the land. We are well aware that these:
institutions have an almost perfect equipment and offer
splendid opportunities for intellectual training. .

But in most of these schools, in the high schools, the col-
leges and universities, and even in some denominational
schools, are conditions which are a menace to those who-
attend. Destructive criticism and atheistic evolution seek
to explain away everything that requires a belief in the
supernatural. Man’s pride and self-conceit make it difficult.
for him to acknowledge his own sinfulness and the need of
the atonement. The more he develops his intellect alone-
the more he seeks to develop a philosophy of religion or a
system of ethics which provides for the elevation of his moral:
nature without the atonement and the new birth—the two
things which his pride and conceit make it most difficult
for him to accept.

It is a well known fact that dancing and card playing and,
theater going are so prevalent in many schools that a stu--
dent who does not indulge in the practices is almost en--
tirely excluded from society and is often subjected to severe-
persecution. )

We are pleased to note a decrease in the use of liquors
in the schools but the drink habit is still so prevalent as to-
cause the ruin of many young men and young women, while
the tobacco habit which is scarcely less destructive con--
tinues without protest.

The matter of Sabbath observance is another factor to-
be considered. In the average student life Sunday is a.
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holiday or a day for study. Last winter the students of a
famous university petitioned that the library be opened on
Sunday and gave as the reason for their request that when
classes met on Monday it was absolutely necessary to pre-
pare lessons on Sunday. This Sunday studying is so preva-
lent that many Christian students are gradually drawn into
it and come to look upon it as something that cannot be
avoided. Add to these the menace of the secret fraternity
and the excesses in athletics and the array is formidable.

We are therefore driven to the conclusion that if we
would hold our children to the fundamentals of the Christian
religion and have them know the saving power of God we
must provide for them the very best opportunity for intel-
lectual development combined with the very best opportun-
ity for spiritual development. This means our own schools
with faculties every member of which has the best intel-
lectual equipment coupled with that humility of mind and
heart that gladly acknowledges Jesus Christ as King of
Kings and Lord of Lords,—that believes without a single
qualification that “there is no other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved,” and “that
he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him.”

To properly equip and maintain our schools means
money. Sufficient money can be secured only by the toil
and sacrifice and liberality of our people. Can we afford
to endure the toil and make the sacrifice? Weigh over
against it the success of our ministers and missionaries at
home and abroad; weigh over against it the success of our
young people who enter the commmon walks of life; weigh
over against it the eternal destiny of our children, and our
most costly sacrifice is nothing.

We therefore, as a conference resolve that the impor-
tance of our educational work stands on a par with the
other departments of the church work, that all departments
must succeed or fail together and that we will and do
pledge to this arm of our work our most loyal and hearty
support.

H. W. McDowell,

J. S. Luckey,
S. W. Bond,
J. O. Baker,

Mary P. Manwell,
Carl C. Conrad.
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Report No. 19.

STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE FOR GENERAL AND
ANNUAL CONFERENCE MINUTES.

We, your committee, recommend that the standard of ex-
cellence for our annual and General Conference Records be
as follows:

1st. Cleanliness.

2nd. Penmanship or typewriting shall be clear and plain..

3d. Proper marginal indexing.

4th. Proper paragraphing and headings.

5th. Statistics of the four years’ work summarized.

Perfection for this standard shall be 100 per cent, divided
equally between the five points. The committee shall grade
the records according to this standard.

We recommend the books used be not less than 600 pages.
and well bound.

Signed by the committee,

Joe Lawrence,

O. H. P. Woolbright,
Emma Fall,

Wesley Markee.

Report No. 20.
UNIFORM STATISTICAL BLANK.

Pastor’s Labors. Item I.

Time employed (months) ............ ..........
ApPOINtments .. ...veiiiiiiiiiiirnaer e,
No. of Church Societies ............... ..c.couen .

Periodicals. Item II.

Wesleyan Methodists taken .......... ..........
Wesleyan Lesson Helps taken:
Sunday School Banner .............. ..........
Primary Class Paper .............c0 coivinn.n.
Teacher’s Quarterly ............ccv viiiennnnn
Scholar’s Quarterly ........cc.iiiit ciiiiiinas
Junior Quarterly ... ... iiiiiii s i
Our Little Folks Cards ........ciivih ciiiiennne
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Membership. Item IIL

Received . vviiiii it it eaeaae e
Expelled ...ovviiiiiiiiiii et
Discontinued ......cieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e

Died

‘Granted Letters ........iiiiiiiiiiin ciaaaia
Number reported last year ............ ...oooanen
Number at beginning of year ........ ..........
Present number ........... ittt i

Loss

Associate Members ...... ... . iiiiiiis ciaiaean
Baptized ..o
Unstationed Elders ........ccivieiies ciriiaaan,
Licentiates ...cuiiiiiniie ettt e
Membership Tithing ............coiivs ciiiaaoen

14.

Sabbath Schools. Item IV.

No. of Sabbath Schools .......... .. ........
No. of Officers, not Teachers or

Scholars .......iiiiinrniiinnine toenannenn
No. of Teachers ........ccoiiiiiin iiiivennn
No. of Scholars in Home Dept... ..........
No. of Scholars in Cradle Roll.... ..........
No. of Scholars in Main School .. ..........
Total No. in Sabbath School .... ..........
Average Attendance ............ ... .....
No. of Scholars Converted ........ .. ........
No. of Scholars Joining Church .. ..........
No. of Departmental Supts....... ..........
No. in Teacher’s Training Course ..........
No. of Scholars in Adult Bible

Cla88E8 vttt ittt e e e
No. of Books in Library .......... ..........

Church Property. Item V.

No. of Church Buildings .............. o.ivea.

Value of Buildings ................ S
Amount of Indebtedness ........... S

No. of Parsonages .......oiiiieeeeans trninennnn

Value of Parsonages ................ $eveinnn
Amount of Indebtedness ........... St

Cash or other values on hand ........ $oeiiiiinn
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Amount Contributed. Item VI,
For Pastors:

Salary .o e $oiiintn
Parsonage Rent .................... $orri
Fees—Marriage and Funeral ........ S
Gifts i e et e Foreann
Total Pastors’ Receipts .............. St

Amount Contributed. Item VII.
For Churches:

Conference President’s Salary ...... $oiintn
Evangelistic Help ...t Pt
Sabbath School Expense ............ $oreriie
Building and Repairs ..........oo00 v
Incidental Expenses ................ S
‘Total for Churches .........covoet. S

Amount Contributed. Item VIIIL.
For benevolences:

Undivided Budget .................. S
MiSSIONS vvreiir it $eet
Education ........cooiiiiiiiiniinn. $oeit
Conference Work .................. $oriiinnn..
Superannuated Ministers’ Fund ...... S
Other Benevolent Objects .......... St
Total for Benevolences ............... $oien e
' Totals. Item IX.
Total for Pastors .................... Feee
Total for Churches ................. ot
‘Total for Benevolences ............... $..0
Total for All Purposes ............. ... S

Budget. Item X.
Assigned Raised

Undivided Budget .........coovinia. S
Missions ...... . il Sl S
Education ................ S S
Conference .............. $oeiin St
Total ...t S $oii
This Budget Report agrees with my books.
fiieiiiiiiiiiieiiienianey, Confl Treas.
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Table of Information, Showing Sources and Distribution of Benevolences.

Sabbath School

Undivided Budget
Missions Undivided
Home Missions

Foreign Missions .............
Specially for Africa RN
Specially for India .............
Education

Conference Fund Undivided

Conference Missions

Conference Incidental Fund
Church Extension .............

Superannuated Ministers’ Fund
Other Benevolent Objects

Other
Sources

(The “Notes”

on the two following pages are a part of Report No. 20.)
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NOTES.

Each Pastor shall fill out neatly and accurately two copies
of this report before coming to Conference. One he shall
keep for his own use. The other he shall present to the
Committee without fail before the close of the second day of
the Conference. It is advised that a temporary copy be made
out at first with lead pencil, so that erasures may easily be
made. When the work is correct, make the two permanent
copies in ink,

tem I. “Appointments” means the number of regular
reaching places on the circuit, while “Number of Church

ocieties” means the number of distinctly organized Wesleyan
Methodist Churches on the circuit.

Item II. Be sure to ascertain accurately the number of
Wesleyan Methodists taken on the circuit, as well as the
number of Wesleyan Lesson Helps used. X

Item III Some Pastors kave difficulty in making their
reports of membership balance, and this trouble is wusually
caused by the fact that there was a mistake in the number
reported for the previous year. To avoid this difficulty a
new line has been inserted giving the number at beginning of
year. If possible, this number should correspond with the
number reported last year; but if this cannot be done, give
the facts. The Loss or Gain is the difference between the
Present Number and the Number at Beginning of Year, and
this Loss or Gain should balance with the numbers Received,
Expelled, Discontinued, Died, and Granted Letters. If there
has been a gain, cross out the word “Loss;” if there has
been a loss, cross out the word “Gain.”

Item IV. “Number of Officers not Teachers or Scholars”
includes just those officers who are neither Teachers mnor
Scholars. = If some person is both officer and teacher, count
him as_a teacher but not as an officer. If some person is
both officer and scholar, count him as a scholar but not as an
officer. If one person, not a teacher or a scholar, fills two
or more offices, count him as only one officer. ‘“Number of
Scholars in the Main School” should include every person en-
rolled in any class except the Home Department and the
Cradle Roll. TUnless these rules are carried out, the “Total
Number in Sabbath School” will not be correct. To find the
“Total Number in Sabbath School” add together lines 2, 3, 4,
5, and 6. “Number of Scholars Converted” does not mean
the number who are Christians, having been converted some
time, but the number converted during the past year. “Num-
ber of Scholars Joining Church” means the number who have
joined during the past year. ‘‘Number of Departmental Su-
perintendents™ includes the Superintendents of special Depart-
ments such as Home Department, Cradle Roll, Mission De-
partment, Temperance Department, Primary Department, etc.,
but excludes the Main Superintendent. These officers are in-
cluded in lines 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6; but line 11 is for special
information. ‘“‘Number of Scholars in Adult Bible Classes” in-
cludes all scholars of the Main School who are enrolled in
adult Bible Classes. These scholars are included in line §6;
but line 13 is for special information.

Item V. In giving the value of buildings and parsonage,
would it not be wise to have the trustees appraise the prop-
erty at its present value and not repeat the old figures year
after year? :

Item VI. “Salary” should not include anything for Par-
sona§e Rent. If the Circuit furnishes a Parsonage, the rent
should be estimated according to the local conditions.

Item VII, All pastors of conferences that do not pay the
Conference President a salary may leave the first line blank.
“Evangelistic Help” should include all that the circuit pays
for Evangelistic Help, Quarterly Meeting Help, or outside
Pulpit Supply of any kind except any part that has been
paid for President’s salary. “Sabbath School Expenses” in-.
cludes all the Sabbath Schools pay for their own expenses,
but does not include anything the schools pay for outside
objects, such as Missions, Education, Sabbath School Ex-
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fension, etc. Any thing of this kind should be included
under ‘“Benevolences.” 3

Item VIII. “Benevolences” should include all that is con-
tributed for any other purpose than Pastor or Local Church.
In each line should be placed all that is contributed for that
object from all sources combined. Therefore this Jtem in-
cludes all that is contributed to these various objects by the
Sabbath School; by the Y. M. W. B.; by the W, H. & F.
M. S.; and by all other sources. This item also includes all
that is contributed to these objects whether it will count on
the Budget or not, therefore it includes principal on notes paid
during the current year as well as interest, also clothing, pro-
duce, books, or anything else that is given as a benevolenze.
However a very conservative estimate should be made on all
that is not cash.

Under “Undivided Budget” include all cash that is con-
tributed from any source and sent to the Conference Treasurer
as Undivided Budget. Under ‘“Missions” include all that is
contributed from any source for IHome and Foreign Missions.
This of course includes all that is given for Missions in
general, and all that is given specially for Africa or India.
It does not include anvthing included under “Undivided Bud-
get” or “Conference Work.” TUnder “Education” include all
that is contributed from any source for Education, not included
in “Undivided Budget.” Under “Conference Work” include all
that is contributed from any source for any branch of Confer-
ence work except “Superannuated Ministers’ Fund,” not in-
cluded in “Undivided Budget.” Conference Missions should
be included with “Conference Work,” not under ‘“Missions.”
Under ‘“‘Superannuated Ministers’ Fund” include all for that
special object. Under “Other Benevolent Objects” include
all that is contributed from any source for any benevolent
object other than the objects already mentioned.

VIIItfm IX. Bring together the totals of Items VI, VII, and

Item X. The Budget Item must not be filled out till the
Pastor reaches conference and comsults the Conference Treas-
urer. It will then include the parts from Item VIII which
can be counted towards the budget, and which the Pastor has
paid to the Conference Treasurer in cash or for which he can
show or has sent the Conference Treasurer a receipt. All
money paid for current expenses of the Educational work or
for the current expenses of the Missionary work, either home
or foreign, and pledges and interest (but not principal) paid
for these purposes, and all money paid by the Sabbath School,
the Y. M. W. B, or the W, H. & F. M. S. for these pur-
poses may count toward the budget. Before the report is
finally handed in, it must receive the signaturc of the Con-
ference Treasurer indicating that the Budget Item is correct
according to his books.

Item XI. This table of information includes exactly the
amounts of Item VIII properly distributed, with the sources
indicated. The dotted lines indicate the distribution and the
columns indicate the source. ‘‘Other sources” include every-
thing mnot contributed by the Sabbath School, by the
Y. M. W. B, or by the W. H. & F. M. S. “Un-
divided Budget” and “Education’” are explained in Item
VITI. Under “Missions Undivided” include all that
is contributed for Connectional Missions, without specifying
whether it is for Home or Foreign Missions. Under “Home
Missions’’ include all that is given specially for that object.
Under “Foreign Missions’”” include all that is contributed for
Foreign Missions, without specifying whether it is for Africa
or India. Under ‘“Specially for Africa” and “Specially for
India” include all that is given expressly for these objects.
Under “Conference Fund Undivided” include all that is con-
tributed for Conference Work, without specifying to what
branch of Conference Work it is given. Under ‘‘Conferencg
Missions,” “Conference Incidental Fund,” “Church Extension,’”
and “Superannuated Ministers’” Fund” include all that is ex-
pressly given for these objects. Under “Other Benevolent
Objects” include all henevolences that are contributed for any
other purpose than those mentioned.

To test the correctness_of the report, find the sum of the
horizontal totals in Item XI and also the sum of the vertical
totals. These sums should be equal, and each should be equal
%o the total of Item VIIIL
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Report No. 21.
ON THANKS.

Your Committee on Thanks beg leave to submit the
following report:

In his instructions to the Ephesians Paul included thanks-
giving as a privilege and duty in these words: “Giving
thanks always for all things, unto God and the Father, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Among the “all
things” of this Scripture we have the following special rea-
sons for giving thanks: -

1st. We should thank God for the evidences of His
favor as seen in the growth of all branches of our work
This growth has not been reached, but by diligent efforg
and by faithful, prayerful administration on the part of
those to whom the work has been committed, accompanied
by the hearty cooperation of the people. For this we give
thanks.

2nd. Because of the present war ocean travel has be-
come especially dangerous. We are thankful to the God
of the Seas for the safe voyages of the ocutgoing and home-
coming missionaries to and from far away Africa and India.

3d. We believe the present bloody strife on European
soil is the crime of all ages. With most ardent hearts let
us thank God that our nation up to the present time has
not been drawn into the strife, and let us add prayer to
praise, to the end that the chief executives of our country
may be divinely directed through this perilous period. |

4th. As a Church we have great reason to be thankful
for the long and successful services of our Missionary
Secretary, Rev. E. Teter. From the beginning of his labors
as Secretary until now the problems have been many and
often difficult of solution and the immediate future will
bring increasing perplexities while we express thanksgiving
for the past let us pray that heavenly wisdom and physical
strength may be given our brother in days to come.

5th. The duties of the Secretary of the General Confer-
ence are by no means light, and are not always fully appre-
ciated. Our retiring Secretary, Rev. J. J. Coleman has ren-
dered faithful and acceptable service for three consecutive
terms and retires at his own request. For his services we
hereby express our heartfelt gratitude and bid him God
speed in his future labors.

107




GENERAL CONFERENCE MINUTES.

6th. Those who have never planned for the entertain-

ment of a large company of people cannot fully understand
the responsibilities of the work. The invitation to hold
this session of the General Conference at Houghton came
from the Eastern conferences. Your committee believes
that greater interest in our educational work will result
from meeting at this seat of learning. The plans for the
entertainment as outlined in the Wesleyan Methodist and
carried out by the local committee must commend them-
selves to every one present. To the Eastern conferences, the
missionary societies, the people in the local church and the
community, to the college authorities and to any and ah
others who have shown us such kindness and so hospitably
entertained us, we return our most heartfelt thanks.
+ May you abound more and more in good works and may
the blessing of the Lord which maketh rich and addeth no
sorrow with it, be upon you all.

S. A. Manwell],

P. B. Campbell,

I. A. Lewis,

Mrs. O. J. Davis,

R. C. Smith,

Committee.

Report No. 22.
SOCIETIES OF THE WORLD.

The interests of mankind are as varied as are their differ-
ent positions and environments in life. For mutual and
individual benefit various societies or organizations are
formed. These may be for a financial, social, intellectual or
spiritual gain or purpose. The efficiency of the organiza-
tion to meet the required end lies in the ability of the or-
ganizer to understand the need and to provide means of
promotion. It will be readily seen that so long as these
are operated by finite beings they will of necessity be im-
perfect in their construction and propagation. These things
being true and also the undeniable fact that there is a great
conflict going on in the world between the forces of good
and evil, it follows that finite minds need assistance from
the Infinite. And just to the extent that the Infinite is left
out, the organization is defective and imperfect.
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But where may we secure this needed help? The Bible
is our rule of conduct. It is the inspired Word of God. It
is “given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.” Hence, any society that
does not harmonize with the Word of God is not founded
on a safe basis and cannot lead in the right direction, and
if not right it must be wrong for there is no neutral ground.
Jesus said, “He that is not for me is against me,” and “Ye
cannot serve God and mammon.,” Again we are to do all
things to the “glory of God.” Then no person can with
safety affiliate with a society which does not in all its
workings honor the Christ of the Bible.

It is a trick of the Devil to mix enough truth with error
to cover up his wicked plan and deceive the people. “A
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” So the child ol
God cannot trample on the devil’s territory and not partake
of his infections. For this reason, though there may be or-
ganizations that are beneficial from a financial or intellec-
tual standpoint, we cannot endorse them because of that
part which does not measure up to the righteousness of the
Bible.

Organization is right and proper and no movement can
be successfully carried out without system. The Church
has a place in the business, social, and political world. And
this is to be a living example of civil righteousness in both
word and precept. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine
before men that they may see your good WORKS and
glorify your Father which is in heaven,” again “Ye are the
light of the world.” We cannot hold ourselves aloof from
society and fulfill our mission. But we can and must keep
from affiliating with or giving sanction to that which de-
flects from the paths of righteousness. That politics are cor-
rupt and that political schemes are manipulated in order to
benefit individuals or corporations is demonstrated by the
history of the past. But as Christian citizens it becomes
our duty to cast our influence and our vote on the side of
right knowing that we are “our brother’s keeper” and that
we shall soon be called upon to give an account of our
stewardship. It cannot be denied that the secret Empire is
opposed to light and justice and that there is that about it
which does not tend to glorify God and emulate the re-
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!

ligion of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is evident that the
position we take regarding secret societies is based upon
common justice and Bible teachings. Satan is entrenched
in these semi-religious institutions to decoy men into his
net where he binds his cords of deception and strategy
about them until they sink into a Christless grave and wail
with the damned in hell

We therefore renewedly pledge allegiance to the Christ of
the Bible and the sacred doctrines of salvation from sin
through the “Blood of everlasting covenani,” and lift a
warning voice against sympathy with, or membership in the

societies of the world.
P. A. Miller, Chairman,
E. W. Jones,
‘Wm. Pinkney,
J. L. Rigsby,
Commiittee.

Report No. 23.
COURSE OF STUDY.

First Year.
Bible.
Theological Compend—Binney.
Wesleyan Methodist Discipline.
Rules of Order—Roberts.
English—Lockwood and Emerson.
Love Enthroned—Steele.

O W n

[=2]

Reading Course.

Life of Christ—Stalker.

Wesley’s Sermons (Vol. 1.)—I-XXXIII.
Catechism—Jennings.

American Wesleyan Missions—Clarke.

Plain Account of Christian Perfection—Waesley.
General History——Myers.

S g W

Second Year.
Bible.
Theology—Miley.
Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation—Walker.
English-—Lockwood and Emerson.
Homiletics—Kern
Teacher Training Course—Hurlbut.
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Reading Course.

Wesley’s Sermons (Vol. . 1.) XXXIV-LVIIL
Perfect Love-—Wood.

Life of St. Paul—Stalker.

How to Conduct a Sunday School—ILawrence,
English History—Montgomery.

Life of William Taylor.

Third Year.
Bible.
Theology—Miley.
Church History (First Half)—Fisher.
Law of Love and Love as a Law—Mark Hopkins.
Christian Evidences—Mcllvaine.
Leaders of Israel—Robbins.

Reading Course.

History of Wesleyan Methodism—]Jennings.
Life of Wesley—Telford.

Life of Livingstone—Matthew.

Reformation (One Vol.)—Seebohm.
American History—Montgomery.

History of Methodism—Stevens.

Fourth Year.
Bible.
Theology—Miley.
Church History (Last Half)—Fisher.
Psychology—Halleck.
Bible Geography—Hurlbut.
Grounds of Christian and Theistic Belief-—Fisher.

Reading Course.

Better Way of Church Finance—Kendall
Revival and Pastor—Peck.
Theology of Holiness—Clark.
Life of Judson.
Spurgeon’s Addresses to Students.
The Pastorate—Kidder.
T. P. Baker, Chairman;
W. L. Thompson, Secretary;
C. L. Williams,
J. S. Luckey,
C. H. Dow,
E. L. Henderson.
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Report No. 24.

SUMMARY OF TREASURER'S REPORT OF
W. H. & F. M. SOCIETY.

Summary No. 1.
Cash on hand in—

General Fund ............... .. .... $588.78
Medical Fund ............ .. .. ... 126.18
Foreign Fund .................. ... 390. 44
India Fund ....... .. ... . oot 48.00
Africa ......... .. ... N 189.20
Masumbo House .................... 6.00
Medical Dispeusary ................ 250.00
Miscellaneous ...... ... .. oo 10.95
Total ... $1409.55
Home—Deficit ......... ... ... ... .. 48.43
Cash Balance ...................... $1.361.12

Summary No. 2.

Total cash on hand in all funds at the last report $1.076.14

Received from all sources, for all purposes, dur-

ing the quadrennium ........................ $11,034.25

TOtAl ottt e $12,110. 39
Total disbursements for all purposes during the

quadrenniam ................... -.... $10,749.27

Total cash on hand .......................... $1,361.12

Clara Wilson, Treasurer,.

Summary of the Statistical Report.

No. of Coaference Societies .................... 16
No. of Local Societies .............coviinnon._ 179
Increase ... ... e 40
No. of Active Members ..............c.oi ... 3,098
No. of Honorary Members ...................... 319
Total Membership ..... ... ... ... ... ... .... 3,417




NINETEENTH QUADRENNIAL SESSION.

No. Members of the Y. M. W. B. ............... 7,539
Receipts from Y. M. W. B. ..........cciviian... $20,765.65
No. Members of Limba Workers’ Band ......... 85
Receipts from L. W. B. ... v $1,980.96
Receipts from Local Societies .........c.covn... $17,163.29
Disbursed from Local Work .................... $4,553.04
Total Receipts from Local W. H. & F. M. S..... $42,282.78
Disbursements:—

Home MIiSSions .......c.cveiiiiiinniinnnnnnenn $9,195.33

Foreign MisSsions .......vveviiveiinninnnnnnnns $7,399.35
Cash on hand in Local Societies ................ $575.78

Mrs. E. A. Boyd,
Miss Imo Jones,
Committee.

Report No. 25.
STATISTICS.
(See Report in Back of these Minutes.)

RESOLUTIONS.
Resolution No. 1.

The Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society
memorialize the General Conference to amend the consti-
tution of our local Woman’s Home and Foreign Missionary
Societies as follows:

Amend Section 4, Article 3, Page 89, by striking out the
entire section.

Amend Section 1, Article 6, Page 89, by inserting after the
word “Societies” the following words, “Shall be members
of the local society electing, and”

Resolution No. 2.

In view of the needs of our publishing interests and the
many duties imposed upon our Connectional Agent and
Treasurer, and in view of the arduous and important duties
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GENERAL CONFERENCE MINUTES.

of the Connectional Editor, I move that it is the sense of
this General Conference that they should not respond te
calls for outside work, unless they can do so without en-
dangering the interest of these departments

It is also the sense of this conference that the Agent
and Editor should advise with the other members of the
Executive Board on matters of the above character.

Resolution No. 3.

Resolved, That the Book Committee be instructed to
consider the preparation of a denominational year book in
as condensed a form as possible and containing the follow-
ing items:

1. The conference rolls and lists of officers, with post
office addresses.

2. The reports on pastoral relations in as condensed a
form as possible,

3. A general statistical report, compiled from the sta-
tistiral reports of the conferences.

4, A summary of the reports on pastoral relations giving
totals of “Elders on Conference Roll,” “Stationed List,” etec.

5. Tabulated information regarding the Woman’s Home
and Foreign Missionary Society.

6. Tabulated information as to our mission fields, work-
ers, schools and membership.

7. Such other items as may be of general interest and
can be inserted without materially adding to the size of
book and expense of publication.

Resolution No. 4

Not less than sixty days previous to the sitting of the
General Conference, the Secretary of the General Confer-
ence shall notify the secretaries of the Annual Conferences
to prepare their quadrennial summary for the General
Conference.
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Report No. 25.---Statistics.
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Alabama  ........ .- 12 7] 7) 136] 21| 25| 13] 26] 356 72 1] 54 763] 6| 10| 25 354] 20| 5| $3360.00] 3] $900.00] $2380.13] $170.50] $87.1°
‘Allegheny  ..........| 106 6| 50! 46 606| 3| 223} 71| 156| 1256(204| 261 39| 306( 915| 3082| 47| 47| 194 3347 637| 43| 63851.00( 12| 13090.00| 34971.31| 4695.00/ 6219.1¢
Rochester ...........| 102 45| 41| 363| 1} 151| 98| 170 1132] 52| 218 22| 250 553| 1652 38| 39(-148| 1580|1012| 29| 66150.00| 19| 21550.00| 29444.34| 3670.02| 1805.0C
Champlain ..........| 78 6| 50| 32| 250{ 5| 172| 87| 88| 1035| 38 134| 2| 12| 237| 377 1330 33| 38| 125 1195(1242| 34| 41600.00{ 19| 18200.00| 23300.63| 3307.72| 4002.6:
Dakota «oevnreenns 14 5| "s| 60 100 2| 9| 210 61 29 4] 32| 45| 238] 5| 5| 21| 215 5| 1300.00{ 5| 3150.00; 4288.30 87.0(
Georgia  ....eenes 39 9| 37| 36| 412| 43| 99} 32| 51| 679] 1j 153] 2| 19| 85| 66| 585 20| 20| 48| 709 30 28| 10350.00| 6| 2650.00{ 9900.09 212.6:
TINOIS  «vvvnevvnnnn] 16 8| 7| 43 26| 8| 22| 239 8 2| 2| 50| 262) 351| 9| 15] 44| 428 32| ‘5| 10000.00{ 5| 8000.00] 6815.09| 1055.00| 876.2¢
Indiana .. l770000 134 41010100(1667| 4| 664'159| 326| 4015(354| 748| 4] 95[ 7221916 8704| 93| 98] 451| 5469| 85| 82! 110250.00] 25| 25250.00 42959.25/ 6116.62| 8447.8(
Lockport .......... 75 2{ 33| 30| 320{ 1| 124| 51} 111 808| 53| 186 3} 20| 274{ 596| 1540 25{ 27| 121] 1654] 666! 23| 39000.00] 17 19000.00{ 28634.12| 2994.15| 5002.4:
RKansas .00l g9 4l 35! 33| 7070 4| 243) 43| 220 1013] “4| 184] 5| 36| 240 244| 1139] 32| 31| 129| 1283| 191] 21 23900.00| 16| 16100.00| 29757.80 3468.17| 3186.0:
Michigan ............| 67 5| 44| 43| 375 103| 70| 125| 1564] 16| 274| 2| 22| 261] 671] 2847| 41| 41| 192| 2520(2047| 43| 76510.00| 21| 29160.00; 25855.33| 3803.39| 4671.0(
North Carolina .....| 77 50( 481211 90| 431| 32 88| 2002| 2| 488 8] 40] 192| 214| 9571| 43] 57| 154| 2473 45| 37100.00| 8| 6038.25 18221.02| 163.00| 1237.9¢
North Georgia ......| 20 8| 8| 90| "8 37 6 15| 319 24/ 1 11| 421 42| 1032| 8| 8| 32| 253| 28] 7| 4800.00 1 500.00|  2505.02 57.5(
North Michigan .....| 47 40| 35| 338| 3| 139 25| 102] 688| 16| 172| 4| 24| 157 427| 1357; 26| 26| 97| 1209 201 26450.00] 15| 12362.27| 10082.31| 1486.07| 1387.2:
South Ohio ..........| 33 4| 14 14| 216| 38| 75| 21| 6| 634| 37| 40 2| 13| 7 14| 20{ 39| 448| 468| 14| 18450.00| 4, 3500.00| 7211.24] 606.00| 294.0
Ohio  ....iiiiiil 29 6l 12| 20] 280] 6| 49 32| 44| 811| 26| 26| 1| 4| 106 243| 688{ 10t 10 38 919| 440| 17| 18600.00| 5/ 6100.00| 8849.43{ 1301.70 2028.5:
South Carolina ......| 53 4| 37| 33| 973(117] 234] 43| 216| 1440| 60| 331] 1| 37| 174 1035| 2671] 32| 30| 132| 1327| 40| 30| 24823.00[ 2{ 1700.00] 12830.67| 341.25|  694.6
Wisconsin  ..........| 12 12| 16| 77 &l 7| " 7| 234| 2 54 1| 7| 51 79 327] 8 8| 32| 258 8| 8000.00] 3| 3000.00] 3258.60| 372.00| 363.8
Willamette ......... s 6 1 2| 20 20 6 47 3| 44] 68| 154) 4| 4] 12 ~ 1) 2200.00| 1 500.00 751.69|  300.00 10. 0
Tennessee ...........; 15 8| 5| 120 25/ 30/ 8 252 26 6| 22 5 1300.00 958.58 26. 1!
IOWa  wevvnvnnnnivins| 99 20| 22| 216 51 33| 77| 682] 15| 125] 6] 20| 121| 223{ 1010{ 18| 19| 69| 832| 185 19{ 23000.00| 14| 16900.00| 14914.06| 2749.97] 2333.6
Canada ..v.ovvunoins 8l 7 262 1 11) 47| 30| 174| 4| 4| 6| 213] 17] 6 4400.00{ 2| 2500.00
Total ..............|1101 8!627]590{9440{269|3014|841|1865|19678]888|3552] 441448|3474[7271]40938[416]557|2129]26686|7140/490/3626796.00[203[$210140.52|$317888 .81|$36600. 56/$43030.8
(15 &
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$544.68 $13.22] $217.97] $306.99] $502.02 $42.25 $430.49] $977.73] $283.33 $1343.20 $107.62
5899.73 1237.56 1392.99] 248.59| 1137.18 337.92 5438.47| 11692.20] 8592.22 11408.74 4449 .281$1271.05
3309.57| $164.74] 1497.70] 2243.92] 5$88.23 2559.02 2143.50( $454.77 2431.54 .
1358.52 91.86) 659.02| 708.52| 189.25 985.57 1681.14] 169.19| 1482.74] 3220.30] 4285.39 4369.14 i 406.11
830.11 57.95 67.82) 36.17| 585.97 264.00 5.00 84.85 402.00f 547.07 90.50 422.25
2229.79 29.44 86.76 98.36| 274.76 66.00 86.25 37.80 35.93| 3601.20| 674.06 1739.22 638.84| 1701.37
. 603.29 3.03 17.50 33.96] 280.60] 2113.95 401.27 99.04 40.51)  1685.51) 1301.63 980.32 882.01) 69.00
$6774.64! 5049.68 542.96| 3042.96| 1830.37| 1073.55| 1372.07|$2099.33| 4551.52| 1727.60| 5919.16( 10147.00|. 9944.96, $173.78 8959.03 3352.50
3594.80]  260.18] 2196.35] 1644.54] 458.96! 2616.81| 1734.96| 5233.76 2711.01)  8317.54| 5507.89 2250.94
2875.78] 6041.18 199.36] 571.76] 409.80| 475.83] 2479.52| 472.94) 5399.44] 1279.24| 2013.99| 6644.69| 4183.80| 159.82; 6577.71) $80.44] 1398.62] 70.08|
2993.04| 1357.96| 414.22{ 1195.79| 1957.03| 1231.70 4(58.90| 10664.86/ 6808.87 3159.47( 2250.00
2314.13| 3796.78 10.31] 763.18| 1438.40 334.69| 230.12| 2261.63| 166.77 2534.37) 10566.89| 2241.98] 98.46| 3285.66| 67.63 921.87| 1927.88
116.38) 719.43 65 21.59] 143.18| 100.78 83.00| 334.53] 105.40 1.50 40.58 619.17| 179.17 5.01{ 377.68] 30.78| 316.17| 57.84
10.50| 1310.96] 268.50] 306.62| 217.16 206.38/ 646.75| 650.51] 612.15( 1177.98 1296.67| 2904.46| 1383.15 2873.65 244.69| 469.80
255.04] 186.24 37.75 12.05] 42.45 3.00 1096.99]  2637.10] 1297.30) - 182.97) 70.51
1035.14!  177.56)  138.94| 264.74] 367.82| 128.911 932.000 67.02{ 1054.81 1343.83| 13017.68| 1886.92 3022.15 1143.31] 214.18
457.22| 1851.14 86.16/ 541.99] 1013.81) 76.10] 750.77| 133.37( 158.26] 506.76( 1685.11 8230.41| 1543.48] 137.22| 4522.06] 99.10| 1334.26] 61.51
49.55| 1143.33 144.48| 134.08] 152.44] 241.10] 44.44| 328.08| 111.90 54,72 246.84) 282.43 1534.49 309.24
26.85 63.49 41.20 56.25| 36.35] 166.80( 181.65 55.60 79.00 190.17| 126.82 2.00 142.92
44.07 11.40 18.13 1.80 18.76 5.50/ 16.01 77.09 766.39 10.39 6.85 36.98
870.39] 2324.67| 233.92] 764.04) ' 385.35| 108.51| 1488.40 36.00) 1030.53] 4078.27] 1745.45) 1830.32) 3719.85 1182.70

114829.69|$41036.34| $2088.17($15220.36{$13762.26]$5549.82|$20190.40{$9995.87]$23933.91] $5597. 78$36009.39]$100609.71]$52816.31/$2411.46/$52805.40($227.95|$22882.74]$8163.22
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I. A. Grise,

D. T.

Perrine,

A. E. Belk,

Statistical Committee,
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