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THE MICHIGAN OUTLOOK.

—The Outlook is splendid. I
read it from A to Z, and parts of
it twice. I wish if was twice as
large. 1t is but an infant and
will surely grow.

—I am glad to acknowledge the
receipt of Vol. 1 No. 1 of the
Michigan Outlook, and desire to
say that T am very favorably im-
pressed with its neat appearance,
the richness of its articles and
the certainty of its sound. May
the blessings of God rest upon
the Editor and all interested in
its publication.

“No man can say ‘I wiil do as

I choose, and it will be nobody’s
business.” Every man’s sin is
everybody’s business, literally.”
—J. G. Holland,

“Disgrace clings to no man
after repentance, any more than
the feet defiled with the mud of
the world, come yet defiled from
the bath.”—George MacDonald.

> —a—-

““All the talent, intellect or gen-
ius that men ever possessed will
not compensate for the want of
fixed moral principle.”

—dJolhmn B. Gough.

——————

“No work truly done, no word
earnestly spoken, no sacrifice
freely made, was ever in vain.
Never did the cup of ‘cold water
given for Christ’s sake’ lose its
reward.”—F. W. Roberison.

o

“Jtis a noble thing to bhe an
architect and build grand cathed-
rals; but grander far to teach
somebody who had not found it
out, that the body and soul were
made on purpose to be the temple
of the Holy Ghost, in which shall
dwell nothing that is not pure
and white and clean.”

—Frances 1. Willard.

Personal Mention.

—The Conference President
assisted Brother Duryea in Hast-
ings in special services a few
nights previous to the Quarterly
Meeting.

—Rev. A. S. Bunnell is pre-
paring to leave the farm for gos-
pel work. It is in the expecta-
tion of some that he will move to
the Diamond Springs charge as
pastor.

—MagriED: Hill-Dekker; at
the parsonage of the Wesleyan
Methodist church, Grand Rapids,
Mich , on Dec. 2, 1909, Mr. Schuy-
ler S. Hill and Miss Mamie Dek-
ker, both of Holland, Mich., Rev.
A. W. Hall officiating.

—Rev. J. K. McCreery seems
to be gaining in strength and has
been able to preach with his usual
acceptability on severaloccasions.
It is to be hoped that he, with

Brother Watrous, will soon be

able to take work among us again.

—Rev. L. H. Watrous preached
in the Hastings Wesleyan church
on the eve of Nov. 23. He and
Sister Watrous are so far recov-
ered that they walked to and from
the church. Do not forget the
constant need of this worthy fam-
ily and contribute according to
the plan arranged by action of
our last conference.

—Rev. H. A. Day and wife, with
Brother Kddy Pennock, were in
a runaway accident on their way
from Delton to Hickory Corners
Nov. 19. Brother Day was thrown
out, escaping with a few bruises.
Brother Pennock fell forward
over the dashboard, striking the
wheel and thill, cutting one ear
badly and bruising his head.
Two ribs were also fractured.
Mrs. Day remained in the car-
riage and escaped harm. All
parties involved find abundant
cause for thanksgiving.
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—Rev. C. S. Rennells and wife
are anxious for the life of their
son Glenn, who has been very sick
for over four weeks. It ishoped
the child may be spared to them.
Let prayer be offered on their be-
half.

—DMrs. Edith Chapman, wife of
E. W. Chapman, now resides on
East Clinton st., Hastings, Mich.,
supporting herself and two chil-
dren by the labor of her hands.
The location of the husband and
father is not known.

—Sister Kellogg, our pastor’s
wife at Allendale, writes, Dec. 2.
“Our littleLiois was surely a bless-
ed baby, too good, it seems, to
stay with us, for the Father took
her to Himself last Sabbath. We
remember the blessed promises,
and expect to know some day
how this sad experience worked
for our good. She was five weeks
and one day old.”” This bereaved
family have our sympathy and
prayers. :

—Rev. A. N. Hudson, the oldest
and only surviving charter mem-
ber of the Michigan Conference,
fell from the porch a few weeks
ago, breaking his hip. He has
since been confined to his bed, yet
still maintains his wonted cheer-
fulness and composure. Brother
Hudson is nearly ninety-five
years of age, but up to the time
of his fall was able to attend
church nearly every Sabbath. His
present address is Lowell, Mich.

.

As thy day, so shall thy
strength be. Deut. 33-25.

“*As thy days, thy strength shall be,
This shouid be enough for thee.
He who knows thy frame will spare
Burdens more than thoucanst bear.”
—TFrances Ridley Havergal.

“Hortune ne’er helps the man
whose courage fails.—Soplocles,

.THE GREAT MISTAKE.

It is the fatal mistake to look
upon Christianity asonlya system
of morals or source of high ideals
or the mereequivalent of the Gold-
en Rule. Christianity is more
than conduct; it consists of facts,
things done; ethics of things to
do; and in the Christian life the
things to do spring from a belief
in things done, in essential real-
ities.

There are two facts, chief and
supreme with God; and which He
regards with an infinite jealousy,
the Deity of Jesus Christand His
death for sinners, as the express-
ion of the deepest thing in God—
even love. ‘“Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that He
loved us, and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.”
Apart from these facts there is
no Christianity, and there are no
Christians.

In the light of these facts it is
evident that merit from good
works and humane deeds cannot
avail before God, painful self-de
nials cannot be a substitute for
the Son of God as the propitiation
for sins, noble character cannot
reinstate man in the lost fellow-
ship of God.

It is equally the great mistake,
viewing Christianity as a code of
ethics or the revelation of noble
ideals, todraw comparisons favor-
able to the system of morals of
non-Christian nations. and claim
that their teachings can form as
perfect a character and produce
as good fruit in the individual and
national life as Christianity, and
that there is therefore no need of
the latter for such nations. Kven
if this were true, there is no more
redemption for such peoples
thereby than for similar moralists
in Christendom.—REV. WILLIAM
J. ErpMAN, D. D., in Watchword
and Truth.
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Gurrent Church Events.

-

Wesleyan Methodist Church, Hastings, Mich.

The dedication of the new Wesleyan Methodist Church in the
city of Hastings shown in the above cut, took place Nov. 28, 1909.
This is a fine building, 84 by 52 feet, neatly finished and furnished,
for which we have every reason to thank God. All indebtedness has
been met by cash and reliable pledges.

The services were conducted by the Rev. H. A. Day, President
of the Conference, and were spiritua,i and well attended. These
splendid results are the fruitage of the good management and faith-
ful toil of the pastor, Rev C. M. Duryea. May this ever be the place
of spiritual devotion and a lighthouse to many a shipwrecked soul.
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Pirrsrorp.—The first qnarter
of our third year of service for
this church closed with a Quar-
terly meeting. These services
cave evidence of better spiritual
conditionsthanhave beenapparent
for some time. The tide of spir-
itual life is slowly but surely ris-
ing, and many of the church are
being borne nearer to the throne
of grace. There is a healthy in-
crease in the attendance upon all
the services. The spiritof inter-
cession isupon some of thechurch
and we are earnestly praying and
working for a much needed spirit-
ual awakening in and about our
town.

SinceConference the pastor has
taken to himself a wife. This ap-
peared to : lease the people, and
a public reception was given us
by the ladies of the church on our
return from a short wedding trip.
A Jarge number of people extend-
ed heartycongratulations and par-
took of refreshments. This was
prophetic of other joys. A few
evenings later about thirty-five of
Pittsford’s young people came to
the parsonage well laden with
precious gifts for the bride, and
in true oriental style laid them at
her feet. A few evenings later
still, a knock at the door brought
the pastor from his study to tind
a large number of the church and
congregation waiting for admit-
tance. The guests soon filled the
house and the rooms resounded
with merry laughter at our evi-
dent surprise and confused state
of mind. This happy company
brought fresh and canned fruits,
vegetables, groceries, and other
eatables too numerous to mention
in detail. After a joyvful hour this
company retired from the “old
manse” on the corner, leaving its
new inmates to wonder and be
thankful. These are bright and
never to be forgotten spots in the
heginning of our family life. May

the Lord abundantly bless all the

people. . F. McCarry.

BricETON.—We are able to re-
port progress on this circuit. Our
first Quarterly Meeting was held
at the Valley church, Bro. D. G.
Hodgin preaching the Word of
God with marked freedom and
unction. Some needed repairs
have been made on the Valley
church property, and we are ex-
pecting the Lord to visit us there
this winter in the awakening and
conversion of the lost ones.
Brethren, pray for this church.
The Brighton church has notlost
the inspiration and help received
during the special meerings last
winter. This is as it should be.
(zod intends his church to be pro-
gressive. The Sunday services
and mid-wesk prayer meetings
are well attended and the Lord is
pressing the people into deeper
things of spiritual life There is
much prayer offered for the un-
saved in the community. We are
looking for gracious things from
the presence of the Lord.

The Church is taking increased
interest in the Sunday School ; a
Home Department, with sister
Lucy Morgan as Superintendent,
is proving a great help. The Cra-
dle Roll department, with sister
Esther ConradasSuperintendent,
is proving an arm of strength to
the churchforit connects theSun-
daySchoolandChurch to thehome
a8 nothing else can do, If we are
interested in the children, espec-
ially the babies, of the home, we
are sure to interest the parents
in the Sunday School and Church
and finally lead them to Christ
and the Church. I believe we asa
conference should be more awake
to the great Sunday School move-
ment. V. H. SIBLEY.

AS SEEN BY THE PRESIDENT.

In due time my appointment
came to be at Grand Rapids
church. With conflicting emo-
tions [ endeavored to fultill the
engagement. Many changes have




6 THE MICHIGAN OUTLOOK.

taken place in one short year. I
am only concerned that God shall
be glorified, and such as will, of
the people, be helped and saved.
Surely the signs of the times are
being in some respects fulfilled
here. Some of my own children
have turned from thehomeof their
spiritual birth. I long for them,
and for their spiritual good. Time
with its slow precision must show
where real right doth lie.

The future looks bright for this
charge, and the present pastor is
most earnestly seeking the larg-
est possible amount of good to the
greatest number of people. When
as pastors and workers we get
the salvation of men above and
beyond all other thought, God will
honor all our efforts and lasting
results reward our toil.

Adanext claimed our attention.
Numerically there is not much
left. Death and discord have
more than decimated the ranks.
If we look only at things which
are seen by earthly vision we fall
into depression. If we behold
the Invisible we are inspired.
Real spiritual interest is not whol-
ly departed from this battle
ground of some of the early fath-
ers. Both outside and within the
church thereis evidence of desire
for truch, but not for high profes-
sion without the life. Of this there
has been enough.

We now proceed to Rives Junc-
tion, where are still the fading
embers of a dying past, with
some fresh life in evidence to in-
spire hope for the future. Here,
as in other places, I was encour-
aged by the presence of dear
young hearts. God give us wis-
dom and grace, patience and dis-
eretion, to properly conserve the
forces of young manhood and wo-
manhood, marching up to fill the
depleting ranks.

At Hickory Corners the Quar-
terly Meeting was good. There
was a degree of inspiration from

the ministry of the Word, and
some conviction on the unsaved.
Great farms, productive soil,hard
workers, and careful calculators,
characterize this place. 1 was
born near here over fifty-seven
years ago. Here, also, are the
young,some of whom are regular
in their attendance upon church
service. The Aid Society was in
session when I reached here,and
wife and self greeted old friends.
The present pastor is already ar-
ranging for special services, from
which I hope to hear a good re-
port. H. A. Day.

CAMBRIA.—On Nov 14. we held
our first quarterly meeting of the
year. Brother Badder and his
wife from Waldron were with us.
We had a refreshing time from
the presence of the Lord. Fol-
lowing the quarterly meeting we
held a three weeks’ meeting at
the Cambria point. A part of
the time the weather was very
unfavorable, but in spite of that
we had a fair attendance. We
know not how far reaching the
influence of the meetings was: we
can, however, report ten souls
testifying to the saving grace of
God. May the Lord watch over
and keep His own. We thank
the Lord for His presence and
manifestation of power. Pray

for us and especially for the.

young converts.
J. A. MCPHERSON.

“However things may seem, no
evil thing is success, and no good
thing isfailure.”--H. W. Longfellow

—_—— .
“'Pis one thing to be tempted,
another thing tofall. ’-Skakespeare

e

“Though you have but a little
room, do you fancy that God is
not there, too, and that it is im-

‘possible to live therein a life that
shall be somewhat lotty "

— Maeterlinck.

. A=
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Miscellany.

THE CHURCH.

Foundation, Aim and Design.

M. E. REMELE,

““Thou art Peter, and upon this rock
I will build my church and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.”
(Matt. 16:18.) )

The question arises, is the church
an external organization founded on
a human person, or is it an internal
system founded on Divine truth? Is
it founded on God or Peter’—turn to
the text.

Thou art Petros, a stone, and upon
this Petra, (a Rock,) this Rock, I will
build my church. Peteris a stone but
the foundation of the church is a
Petra, a Rock. Paul speaks of the
chief stone as Christ, the Son of God.
All true believers representing the
true church are united in Him through
mutual faith in Him as the Son of
God. Through this faith did the
apostles and prophets build. Through
this same faith the church is fitly
framed together.

The Christian Church is founded
upon certain great principles, fed and
sustained by the life of the Son of God.
Jesus is the bed-rock of the church,
and by the acceptance of the truth the
soul is brought into vital harmony
and union with God. The aim and
object of such an organization is to
establish righteousness in the earth.
Hence true believers in this fact are
safely anchored, ‘“‘even the gates of
Hell shall not prevail against them.”

The church is not a plan of the hu-
man mind or a copy of military tactics.
Itis a thought and plan of God. It
has aggressive power. Its mission is
to go through the world teaching

truth, Its avocation is a ministry.’

Its paths are peace. Its aim is a per-
petual springtime of ever newly bud-

ding and unfolding flowers of virtue.
It overthrows error and superstitions,
It seeks the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness.

The Root of the true Church reaches
down to the subsoil below.. Christ
intended his followers to be like trees
planted by rivers of water, every leaf
to yield its healing ointment and every
branch its fruit. His church is to
teach of God, ot reason, of duty, and
the graces of the heart. He seeks to
lift men up above the tog of unbelief
that hides them away from Him.

Upon this same rock we find built a
society, called disciples, saints, Chris-
tians. It is a divine unity, and out of
this divine unity comes a life that
loves God—a life that loves man.
Both have one root, one faith, one life.
They become the light of the world,
the salt of the earth, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation. ““Upon this Rock
I will build my church and the gates
of Hell shall not prevail against it.”

For a building there needs to be a
plan, a selection of material, and the
moulding of the material into shape.
The church of Christ is a community
of believers joined together by the
invisiblelife of Christ. The musician,
in order to compose an anthem, selects
a number of notes in harmony. When
God laid in Zion the rock foundations
He selected what was to be built there-
on. He adjusted, combined and gave
symmetry to the structure. The very
elements of this building have their
roots in the attributes of God. It was
not necessary that all the ideas should
come down from Heaven in the person
of Christ. The moral law was in the
constitution of the soul. The idea of
baptism, regeneration and Kingdom
of Heaven was already here. They
needed adjustment, the unity of lite
and force of spiritual growth. Christ
revealed to us a plan for a church.
He has souight to bring to earth the

Kingdom of Heaven and establish the

principles of holy living. He selected
two classes of elements, the internal
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and the external—the vital elements
and the ordinances. The vital ele-
ments are faith in Christ as the Son
ot God, love for God and man, right-
eousness, and the pure spiritual wor-
ship of God.

The ordinances are baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. If in a cold formal
way the ordinances are put foremost
in a church, it will result in a dwarfed
spiritual life. The outward society
and its government is but the instru-
ment. To illustrate; We are delighted
with diamonds, but there is nothing
attractive in the machine that cuts
them. If, in the church, we attach
the greater importance to the instru-
ment and forget the life to be wronght,
or if we enjoy most the ingenuity of
the cogs and wheels of the machine,
we miss the aim of the founder.

What then is the church? Itisan
organism, sustained by His life,
for the implanting, developing and
proclaiming among men the spiritual
elements of the divine nature. Itisto
bring the Kingdom of Heaven to dwell
among men. e

We measure every society by its
object, the truth developed from it,
and the character formed by it. Meas-
ured by this standard no organized
society can claim equality with the
church. Itis a higher life organism
for the culture of faith in God and the
implanting of righteousness in human
hearts.

The Christian is founded upon an
unchanging principle and will ever
grow into the likeness of Christ. He
will love God with the whole heart
and possess the two lives ot Christ,
the human and divine. He must have
purity of heart, that he may see God.
He must also have mercy, pity and
love for men. Hence any organization
that is not founded in Christ, cannot
grow into his likeness, nor love and
pity men, nor measure the worth of a
human soul.

Matthew 16:18. ‘“Thou art Peter
and upon this Rock I will build my

church, and the gates of Hell shall
not prevail against it.”” This text
signifies a field of battle. For fifteen
hundred years this field has been the
arena of great conflicts. Daniel (12:8)
asks the question, O, my Lord, what
shall be the issue of these things?"”

Let us draw a final comparison.
Rev. 13.  As interpreted by Dr. Seiss,
this beast that John beholds coming
out of the raging sea represents the
world-powers in their final consumma-
tion, a beast of power and dominion,
having a throne and great authority.
He is a worshiper of the Devil and
causes all under him to worship the
Devil. This will be a time when world
powers, political, social, commercial,
and all false systems of religion, sec-
ret or open, will fall in line at the
command of the beast who appears
from the abyss of darkness. \We are
told that this beast or man of sin will
be so attractive and fascinating that
he will draw the homage of the world.
John beheld, and all the world won-
dered after him. Through this beast
Satan will pursue the woman—the
church, (Rev. 12)

The church of God is a progressive
church. She can not be shackeled by
any prescribed form or evil organiza-
tion. Floods have been brought
against her, but she constructed an
ark and sent out doves to gather the
testimony of God. If you fetter her
with irons she will sit down in her
chains and write epistles to her scat-
tered children. She will evér stand.
Rev. 20, 13, 14, 15. ‘‘Aund thzsea gave
up the dead which were in it. And
death and Hades gave up the dead
which were in them, and they were
judged, every man according to his
works, and death and Hades were cast
into the lake of fire.”” This is the sec-
ond death. If any were not found
written in the Book they were cast
into the lake of fire. Those bearing
the mark of the beast shall fall in line
under the awful wrath of Jehovah, and
all evil doers 4nd the nations that for-
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get God shall be turned into hell.

The Church by her external life is
shaping herselt for a glorious future.
She is an external, living church be-
cause God is her founder. Founded
on this Rock the storms ot time or
surges nf eternity cannot shake her
from her anchorage. Thus selecting
her material, thus constructing and
augmenting, she stands upon the
essential nature of God, and the gates
of Hell shall not prevail against her.

OUR CAMPMEETING AS A FAC-
TOR IN THE SOCIAL AND
SPIRITUAL LIFE OF
OUR CHURCHES.

M. J. BADDER.

Israel was required to keep a feast
unto the Lord three times in the year.
—Ex. 23: 14.

The last of the three great festivals
was called ““The feast of Tabernacles.”
It was designed to commemorate the
dwelling in tents in the wilderness,
also a teast of thanksgiving for the
harvest. All the people were required
to be present at the chosen place, the
people dwelling eight days in tents, or
arbors made trom the branches of cer-
tain trees. It was observed with great
demonstrations of joy, and numerous
sacrifices were offered during its con-
tinuance.

The appointed feasts proved impor-
tant factors in the social, civil and re-
ligious life of God's chosen people.
Their social and national union was
consolidated by renewing the acquaint-
ances of their tribes and families, as
they came together from different parts
of the land to the Holy City. Appro-
priate religious ceremonies were ob-
served, the law of God was read and
expounded, and good instruction given
that they might be faithful in observ-
ing the commands of God. The peo-
ple looked forward to these assemblies
not only as times of lawful pleasure
and necessary rest but as seasons of

worship and communion with their
God.

As the Lord honored with His pres-
ence and glory Israel of old in their
feasts, will He not bless us if we for-
get not the assembling of ourselves
togetherin the chosen placeof worship.

For many yearsour people have been
going to the annual feast of tents held
near Hastings city,in Pennock’s grove,
a place “‘beautiful tor situation,” an
oftering from Brother and Sister Pen-
nock to the TLord and the Michigan
Conference for a permanent camp
ground. May the consecrated grounds
continue a memorial of the love and
devotion of Brother and Sister Pennock
to God and the church long after they
have gone to their reward in heaven.

While we rejoice for the wonderful
seasons of grace and manifestations of
God’s pleasure with us in years past
we are convinced that our camp-meet-
ing is becoming more and more a
strong factor in the social and spiritu-
al lite of our churches. While spirit-
uality is the paramount object in our
annual assembly we also find it a time
of lawful recreation and necessary rest.
In its unifying character we are made
to know each other better as we renew
acquaintances, exchange thoughts and
relate experiences, our confidence in
each other is strengthened. The
young people, especially, are becom-
ing more and more a unit in their con-
secrations to the service of the Master
and their desires to be helpful to each
other.

Its Biblical character in the directing
of religious services and faithful pre-
sentation of present day truth is a
mighty factor in the unifying ot be-
lieversandastimulusto christianactiv-
ity. With itsmany object lessonsin the
display of evangelical power to save
and the pentecostal outpourings of the
Holy Spirit, we unite in denmonstations
of joy and shout and sing until the
heavens ring with praises to our King.

I.et us be more determined than ever

v
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in the past to make our annual camp
meeting in its unifying, directing and
Biblical character a strong factor in
stimulating our churches to greater
activity in the christian warfare.

IT IS NIGHT.

MARY PAINE MANWELL.

It is night—the night of nights—
the night when Eternal Love, bearing
the weight of a world’s anguish, sweat
“as it were great drops ot blood" in
Gethsemane's garden, praying for
strength to drink the cup to its dregs
and ‘“was heard in that He feared:"
for “‘there appeared an angel unto Him
from Heaven, strengthening Him."”
On through shameful arrest and farci-
cal trials and heartbreaking betrayal
and desertion of friends, through cruel
scourgings and pitiless, daring insults
and tauntings He bore His cross up
to Calvary's dark mount where the
triumph of our arch-enemy seemed
complete when in that hour and power
of darkness the Son of God suffered
the indignities to culminate in eruci-
fixion and shameless mockings until,
in the awful night of Hell's triumph,
our sins obscured the Father's face
and He who knew no sin tasted sep-
aration from God because of sin until
the work of redemption was finished,
and the great heart of Love broke
under its agony and grew still in
physical death. Down through the
cheerless grave He passed, whose
bonds had no power to-restrain Him
when His mission was ended, and IHe
emerged conqueror of death and the
grave as of Iell itself—made ‘‘perfect
through suffering,” knowing how to
succor the tempted, to soothe the suf-
ferer, to* comfort the serrowing, to
licht up the pathway through the
tomb, and to dispel torever sin’s awful

" night with allits brooding terrors, and

to make us no longer of the night and
of darkness, but the children of light
and of the day.

It isnight—the night of temptation’s
power. Fierce and long has the con-
flict waged between the militant hosts
of evil and the brave young soul that
will not yield, though scarred and
marred with wounds that smart and
bleed. In the moment when awful
defeat seemed just ready to end in
blackness of darkness forever the un-
equal struggle, a flash of Heaven's
own light revealed the presence of the
Congueror, and with one cry for help,
in which was gathered all sorrow tor
the past, all helplessness for the pres-
ent, all hope for the future, the morn-
ing broke—the smile of God's forgive-
ness and tender pity dispelled forever
the grim shadows of the tempter’s
power, and the soul, victorious, swept
torever out of earth’s dreariest night
into Heaven’s eternal day.

WHERE IS THE LACK?

H. A. Dav.

There is probably no greater hind-
rance at the present time to thorough
Christian work than the lives and ex-
amples of unspiritual Christians, if
such a thing is possible. The unspir-
itual condition of the religious world
is something appalling. Go where you
will, in the divided and broken condi-
tion of the so-called church, and you
find this prevailing lack. Among tne
advocates of the purest doctrines as
as well as with those of more congerv-
ative type, the same fact of an alarm-
ing lack of real spiritual lite and power
is iz evidence. The brand of doctrine
professed seems no warrantagainst this
dreadful state. And the unspiritual
religionist, of whatever church, name,
or belief, is about the most difficult
person to utilize of all the multiform
types.

It seems to have been the plan of Je-
sus in the inauguration of His cause,
first to secure disciples and then spir-
itualize them. This is still His plan,
and if faithfully followed will assure
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true spiritual success. All agree in
the fact of unusual conditions 1n the
religious world of this time, and many
are the theories advanced as to the best
thing to do. But if we will, without
churchly bias and free from the control
of eclesiasticism—by which we mean
unquestioning subservience todogmat-
ic theology, or the seeming admission
that because the leaders in the church
teach so, it must be so—it withoutany
ot this, we give candid attention to the
plain and simple instructions of Jesus
to His disciples, we may find how far
we have wandered out of the main road
and how much of confusion has been
brought about by the interpolations of
merely human teachers. Our beloved
brother S. - D. Gordon rightly says:
“There is no language strong enough
totell how absolutely needful it isthat
every follower of Jesus Christ, from
the one most prominent in leadership
dowu to the very humblest disciple,
shall receive the promised power.”
And he further adds: ‘‘Let me repeat
with all the emphasis possible. that as
certainly as you need to trust’ Jesus
Christ for your soul's salvation, you
also need to receive this power of the
Holy Spirit to work that salvation out
in the present life.”” These are true
words, and if well heeded will bring a
much needed help. ‘I will come to
vou shortly if the Lord will,”" says
Paul in Cor. 4: 19, 22, “‘and I know, not
the speech of them that are pufted up,
but the power: for the kingdom of God
is mnot in word but in power."”
Herein lies the supreme test. ‘‘He
giveth power to the faint, and to him
that hath no might, He increaseth
strength.”

Jesus did not teach His disciples to
tarry for anything else, or expect any-
thing else, but the power of the Holy
Spirit, which He promised them He
would send, and which He did send,
and does still, upon believing and sur-
rendered hearts. The Spirit of God is
lacking in all forms of churchism more
than any other element which can

make for real success. Let us not be

wilful, evasive or prejudiced. God is
still able to do great things. Man is
not, and what is more, man cannot do
one spiritual act apart from the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit. Our tathers
believed this, and labored successfully
with this fact well in mind.

THE NEED OF THE CHURCH.

C. 5. RENNELLS.

The question, ‘‘What is the need of
the Church at the present time?’ can
only be answered out of the Divine
Mind. God only can measure the
need and supply it. He is also able
to teach us and does teach us that the
religion of the Bible is Spiritual. ‘“‘Fer-
vent in spirit,” not mere enthusiasm
or emotionalism but an awakening of
the spirit by the movings of grace.
We need not radicalism run cold nor
conservatism gone to seed, but a
soundly regenerated people with hearts
submissive to God. A people who are
earnest, honest and seeking to know
the truth with a knowledge of the
Word to hold us steady, enthusiasm
enough to make us bright, radical
enough to mark us from the world,
conservative enough to be steady, con-
secrated sufficiently to be useful, lib-
eral enough to meet the purpose of
God in the promulgation of the Gospel,
and with enough of kindness and love
to commend our religion to all men.
Over all this may there be a mighty
outpouring of the Holy Spiritin hearts
purified by the blood of our Christ,
This will create in us a passion for
souls and will make us the force in
the world that God wants us to be.

O -

“0O! many a shaft at random sent,

Finds mark the archer little meant,
And many a wordat random spoken,
May soothe or wound a heart that's
broken.” —Sir Walter Scott.
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The Sunday School.

A PREVIEW OF MATTHEW.

Dr. AND MRrs. G. W. BRADISH.

The Inter-National Sunday School
Convention has given us a rich field
for study. The coming year is to be
spent on the Gospel of Matthew.
Looking forward to this it will be
profitable to take the book as a whole,
finding its place among the others, its
purpose and setting. We will have a
clearer idea of its teachings when we
come to the lessons.

Why do we have four Gospels in-
stead of one? This is a natural in-
quiry. A casual reader would say
they repeat and even contradict one
another. The author of the book, the
Holy Spirit, meant them to be just as
they are, and gave them tous this way
that they might harmonize with the
other sixty-two books of the Bible.
The plan of Salvation is not fully re-
vealed in any one book. It takes them
all to present it to us finished and
complete.

t Tim. 3:15 is a foundation text for
all Bible students; one to understand
and act upon. ‘“The word of truth”
is ALL truth. DBut what is truth for
fsrael as a nation is not the truth for
the Gentiles nor for the church of God.
The first thing to get clearly in our
minds in “rightly dividing the word
of truth” is the three great classes God
is dealing with at the present time.

The (From Adam to Abraham.
Gentile j[ On probation apart from Law.

The | The chosen race, under Law.

Jew |

Church | Neither Gentile nor jew.
of God | Redeemed people-under grace

Watching that we may recognize
these divisions anywhere we will
understand the meaning of the four
Gospels.

Matthew fitly follows the Old Testa-
ment as it was written to the Jews,

emphasizing, all the way through, the
fulfillment of prophecy in the events
narrated. ‘‘As it was written’’ occurs
some sixty-two times in the twenty-
eight chapters. This and another
phrase, ‘‘the kingdom of Heaven,’”
are characteristic ot this book. The
latter occurs only here. ‘‘The King-
dom of God" is found elsewhere, but
there is a wide difference in the mean-
ing of the two

Matthew gives a genealogy of Jesus,
but stops with Abraham; shows forth
Jesus as the one prophesied of in the
Old Testament, the Messiah, King of
the Jews.

In Mark's gospel, the shortest one,
we find Him portrayed as a faithful
servant come to do the will of the
Father. There is no genealogy. The
narrative begins at omnce, with action.
CIMMEDIATELY'  and “STRAIGHTWAY''
are the key words. It was written for
the Romans, a people of authority.
Then comes Luke, the gospel of our
Saviour’s humanity. Here we find
most of his lite as a man. The gen-
ealogy in the first chapter does not
stop at Abraham, as Matthew does,
but carries it on to Adam, including
all people. A fuller account of the
Temptation, the parable of the Prod-
igal Son and the reference to the boy-
hood of Jesus are found only in Luke.
“Son of Man’' is the expression pecul-
iar to this book. It was written for
the Greeks, the nation of culture and
learning, worshipping and deifying
perfect humanity. These three, Mat-
thew, Mark and Luke, are called the
“Synoptic (Gospels” because they
“yiew together’” the life ot Jesus. Sig-
nificant seems the fact that at the cru-
cifixion the superscription on the cross
was written in the three languages,
Hebrew, Latin and Greek.

Unique, classed by itself, is the
fourth gospel, John. It shows torth
Jesus as the “‘Son of God.” Begins
away back in the eternities, ‘‘in the
beginning," as Genesis does. John -
was written for the church and brings
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us into an entirely difterent atmos-
phere. Most of our Lord's words and
discourses are here. So we find Mat-
thew gives us Jesus as the Messiah,
Kingof the Jews. Mark gives us Jesus
as the Faithful Servant. Luke gives
us Jesus as the Son of Man. John
gives us Jesus as the Son of God.

It would be intensely interesting to
refer to the typesin the Old Testament
that point to this very fourfold presen-
tation of the gospels, but space will
not permit. The climax and object is
reached in the last verse of the 2oth
chapter of John. ‘*‘These are written
that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son ot God, aund that, be-
lieving, ye might have life through
his name.”’

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR
DECEMBER 26, 1909.

The Birth of Christ. Matthew 2: 1-12.
Commit vs. 11=12.,

Dr. AND MRs. G. M. BRADISH.

Time—4 B. C. Places: Bethlehem
of Judea; the East: Jerusalem.

Persons: Jesus; Herod, King of Ju-
dea, a Roman; wise men, perhaps the
descendants ot Abraham by Keturah,
Gen. 25:6; chief priests, scribes and
people—Jews; Mary, mother of Jesus.

Events: Birth of Christ, visit of wise
men, Herod’s investigation and com-
mission. '

V. 1. ‘‘Now when Jesus was born.”
Almost startling to the student of the
0Old Testament is the accuracy of the
fulfillment of prophecy. ‘‘The times
and seasons are in the Father’s power,”
Acts 1:7. So ‘‘when the fullness of
time was come, God sent forth His
Son,”’ Gal. 4:4. The time, place and
circumstances were foretold hundreds
of years before the event took place.

V. 2. ‘“His star in the East.”” Not
only the Jewish nation, who alone
possessed God's writlen revelation,

were looking in eager expectancy for
the coming Messiah, but hundreds of
others were waiting and longing for a
deliverer. God had taken care that
that great Gentile world which had a
human heart needing God, should have
a means of knowing Him. Besides
the open book of nature (Rom. 1:20,
Ps. 19:1-4) God had His witnesses from
all time; Luke 1:70tells us God “‘spake
by the mouth of all His holy prophets
which have been since the world be-
gan''—Adam, Seth, Enoch and others.
When the sun, moon and stars were
set 1n the heavens that fourth creation
day, God said they should betfor ‘‘signs,
for seasons, for days and for years,”
Gen. 1:4. In keeping with the marve-
lous plan are the starry signs, twelve
in number, the signs of the Zodiac.
If a line were drawn from one principal
star to another the result would be
figures or pictures, and as the stars
change their positions each month, so
the pictures change. The twelve are
a complete representation of the plan
of salvation, according to Dr. Seiss in
his ‘““Gospel in the stars.”” Those
wonderful nights in the far east afford-
ed great opportunity for the studv of
the heavens, and the Magi became
proficient in that lore. Indeed, not
understanding the meaning ot the
signs, their investigation led the peo-
ple into astrology, sun-worship and
other idolatrous customs.

V.3 Why was Herod troubled?
He, the Roman King, of course would
resent any rumor of a rival.

Vs. 4-6. Herod sent for those famil-
iar with God's word. Centuries before
Micah, the prophet, had uttered the
very words quoted and tulfilled at this
time, Micah 5:2. Strangely was this
brought about. for neither Mary nor
Joseph resided at Bethlehem, but at
Nazareth in Galilee, Luke 2:1-6,

V.7. Herod compares revelation
with nature.

V.8, Herod's commission and de-
ception,

V.9. Continued guidance of the
wise men.
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V. 10. Rejoicing in following.

V. 11. Rewarded in following. The
elimax of the journey is reached. In
lowly reverence the three wise men
kneel and present to the Babe their
treasures. Many beautiful legends
gather round this incident. Read
Longfellow’s poem, ““Thethree kings."”
The meaning attributed to the gifts is
fitting:

*They laid their offerings at His feet.

The gold was their tribute to a king;

The frankincense, withits odorsweet,

Was for the priest, the Paraclete;

The myrrh, for the body’s burying."

V. 12. Warned of God.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION.

Herod sought Jesus to kill Him.

The wise men sought Jesus to wor-
ship Him.

We seek Jesus—why ?

The wise men saw a star; following
thefaint glimmer, they found the King.

When Herod wanted to find the
King he inquired ot those who under-
stood God's word. Are we inquiring
at the right source? L

The wise men offered gifts; have we
anything to give Jesus? Yes, “Our
wills are ours to make them Thine.”
“Present your bodies a living sacrifice-
holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service, Rom. 2.

Depersonalizing.

Mrs. Eddy has made a virtue of ex-
pediency and has let it be known why
she refuses to be seen. Very piously
she says that her followers have grown
too fond of her and she wishes to “‘de-
personalize herself” so that they may
forget her but love what she teaches.
She has already ‘‘depersonalized’’ God-
He is only a Principle, whatever that
may mean. The world has long since
‘“‘depersonalized” Satan-he is only a
symbol of evil.

At this rate very soomn nothing will
exist but thin ether and we will all
float on to Nirvana.—Watchword and
Truth.

Missions.

EDITORIAL STAFF.

Mrs. MArRY P. MANWELL,
MRs. MinA B. SHANNON,
MRS. ALICE A. BADDER.

Our Commission: “Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature.”

Motto for the month’s meditation :
“‘Only those who have touched the
scarred hand of Calvary can safely
grasp the hand of a fellow-mortal.”

THE JOY THAT MAY BE YOURS,

UNKNOWN.

1f sometime into your weak hand "twere given
To loose a captive’s chain;

If. at your touch, the fetters strong were riven
That bound with cruel pain.

And one who had for freedom striven
Through you the boon should gain;

If to some woful prison, dark and dreary,
Your hand had found the key;
If those who languished there while life grew
dreary
Your pitying eyes could see,
And you let in the sunshine bright and cheery
And set the prisoner free:

1f some such mission, with sueh rich return.
Were kindly granted you.
Would not your very heart within you burn
With gladness strong and true?
Would not the song of life fresh sweetness
Tearn.
And tuneful echoes new?

Not to such helpful earth-life ministration
May you indeed be called;

No captive by your touch or dispensation,
May straight be disenthralled;

Nor may you help and heal when desperation
Shrinks back from death appalled;

But ah, the souls insadder bondage dwelling !
Hark! they appeal to thee;
Each breeze the buvden of their woe is telling ;
Ol that they might be free!
Your heart with grief is o’er their prison
swelling.
But lo! you hold the key!
Oh, take orsend it—!—Keep not back the
treasure!
“The truth shall make them free.”
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THE MISSIONARY SIGNIFICANCE
OF PAUL’S EPISTLE.

E. F. McCaARTY.

The choice of the above title is,
I fear, unhappy. Itisalmost as
if one should say, ‘*'The literary
significanceof literature, “or*The
financial significance of money,”
for Paul’s letters are just the let-
ters of a missionary to missionary
churches on subjects related to
his missionary work. '

Paul was the prophet of univer-
sal Christianity—the missionary
preacher and the missionary the-
ologian of the first century of the
Christian church. He combined
in himself the force of a penetrat-
ing thinker and the richness of
an inner life all aglow with the
passion of Christ. His letters,
written at different periods dur-
ing his apostolic career, were let-
ters of warning against the evils
of encroaching heathenism, of in-
struction as to the practical mean-
ing of the Christian Faith,of lofty
presentationofits greatdoctrines,
of eager personal interest in the
people to whom he wrote. Some-
times they were written at white
heat, sometimes they were care-
fully reasoned out, setting forth
the position of the writer upon
great religious questions; always
the message passed through the
life of the author and came forth
warm with his own intense ener-

gy.

The first great factor in Paul’s
letters is his battle for freedom.
He had been delivered from the
chains of legalism into the free-
dom of faith. This was the cen-
tral fact of his personal life. He
had learned that he could not earn
peace, that it must come through
trust. His message was ‘‘Peace,
thegift of God,not ourown achiev-
ment.’’ This conception of Chris-
tianity met with opposition. The
ordinary Jewish Christian did not

see why he could not accept Christ
and yet insist upon the observ-
ance of the ceremonial law. Paul
saw that this was to cut the very
artery of Christian faith. To in-
sist on the necessity of the forms
belonging to the time when men
tried to earn peace was to make
Christianity’s peace partlyathing
given by Christ, partly a thing to
be earned; only a part of the Gos-
pel, pieced out with morality.
This meant ultimate failure; for
if there is the least place of de-
pendence in the Christian, if he
is not trusting for all his peace,
ultimately he will be robbed of it.
Less than a total Gospel is no gos-
pel. Dependence on what man
does, and not on what God gives,
has power to plunge him again in-
to the old unrest of moral strug-
gle. It would have driven Paul
back tothe tortured unrestbefore
the Damascus journey. Paul’s
battle-ground therefore, was a
whole Gospel, because it is that or
none; complete freedom from le-
galism as essential to that gospel.
The missionary significance of
this lies in the fact that without
this battle fought and won there
could be noadequate message for
the world. Spiritualized Judaism
could not be a world-wide religion
the central point of which was the
leading man to trust for peace.
That was the heart of the world’s
message. So when Galatians was
forged at white heat, and Romans
written with intensity also,where
Paul fought like a knight in ar-
mor the Judaism which would
have made Christianity a combi-
nation of religion and legalism, he
wasfightingthebattleof the world,
the great battle of his life, and
right gloriously did he win.

What was to be the basis of this
trust, which was to deliver man
from dependance upon his own
achievements? The answer invol-
ves a statement of the essentials
of Paul's Gospel, his missionary
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message, and the message we
have for the world. The first fact
of life to Paul was the fact of sin.
In Romans he makes his great
indictment of the race. By ap-
peal to the facts of life, to human
experience, he finds the nations
of the world, including the Jews,
in the depths of sin. He has made
his diagnosis with a correctness
born of his own experience, and
declares all human souls to be in
sin. The second fact is that man
cannot make his way out of these
depths. No one can solve the
problem of sin for himself. No
one can do the will of God in his
own strength. Even Judaism,
with all its acknowledgment of
God, was a despairing failure.
But Jesus Christ solved the prob-
lem, solved it in his death, which
was an achievement for men. [t
makes possible the forgiveness of
sins; it creates the energy of a
new life. To Paul, Calvary is
Christianity. “I determined to
know nothing among you save Je-
sus Christ and Him crucified,” he
wrote to the Corinthians. The
inner life of one conscious of sin
demands that something be done.
Paul’s gospel is that something
has been done by Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, who died to save
men from sin and make possible
their forgiveness and create in
them a victorious life. The one
condition of peace to the soul is
acceptance and trust. Thus the
great question is answered. As
we trust in Jesus Christ we be-
come vitally connected with Him
and the Christof Calvary becomes
creative in us. We may do many
things, but not that we may earn
salvation. We must obey Him,
but not to earn peace. We just
trust Him for everything, and the
new life He gives isa glad expres-
sion of our loyalty to Him, but we
do not depend on this life for even
one flashing moment, but on
Christ who died for us. His abil-
ity to do all we need, and the fact

of our own immortality, Jesus
sealed in His resurrection. Only
the King over death could so die
as to be the world’s saviour. That
the resorrection seals Calvary as
God’s deed is Paul’s message. It
fitted and completed his life, and
its power to do the same for other
men was attested in all Asia Mi-
nor and even in Rome. Its mis-
sionary significance is that it will
fit and complete the life of every
human being. [f the problem of
sin is the world’s problem, the
solution isadequate for the world.

Because Paul’s letters set all
this forth with passion and fire,
because they express God’s mes-
sage to the world more complete-
ly even than the Gospels give it,
they are the greatest missionary
docnments in the world. From
this Roman prison Paul wrote let-
ters enriched by a mellow and
constantly growing life resultant
from his deep communion with
Christ. Colossians, HEphesians
Philippians are among the price-
less heritages of the church. Of
three great things in these letters
we wish to speak. Colossians
glows with a conscionsness of the
pre-eminence of Christ. Over
against views which would inade-
quately represent our Lord. Paul
places Him upon the very heights.
Ephesians gives us theconception
of the church as an organism, a
great living unity embracing all
the wide world’s peoples who ac-
cept the salvation of Christ, Phil-
ippians gives us the incarnation
as an example; the “‘mind that
was in Christ” is to possess us;
His incarnation to be our inspira-
tionto humility. Thatincarnation
was the great missionary deed of
history and its spirit is back of
all missionary service.

Thus, because Paul fought the
battle for freedom from legalism
and clearly presented Christiani-
ty as God’s way of solving life’s
problems and satistying human
need, and because the epistles are
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the literary exprassion of all this,
we may say that in their very in-
herent quality they are mission-
ary literature,and more than that.
By the vitality of their message,
they are the authoritative inter-
pretation of Christianity as a mis-
sionary religion.

——

“Japanese Buddhists spend
twice as much money establish-
ing their faith on the Pacific coast
as all the Protestant churches
combined.”

The Bright Side.

The Japanese Church began
the celebration of the fiftieth an-
niversary of the introduction of
Christianity into Japan, by the
gathering of Japanese Christians
in convocation, to pray and to plan
for an evangelistic campaign
whose object, as stated in the
meeting, was that by March, 1910,
the entire membership of the
Japanese Church should be doub-
led. At the close of these re-
markable gatherings a Japanese
pastor arose and said: “What we
must preach is Christ—the living
Christ, Christ incarnate, Christ
crucified, Christ dead and buried,
Christ risen—the living Christ,
the only hope of Japan.” At
this meating a young Japanese
who had spent ten yearsin China
and knew the langunage offered to
o to China as a missionary, and
the leaders of this great gather-
ing declared that **As Japan had
sent her missionaries to Formosa
and to Korea and to Manchuoria.
so, although the Chinese have
been our enemies in war and are
hostile in race, we must show
that we love them and want them
to love our Lord and Master »*—
The Missionary Roaview of the
Wl)]{']d.

—

“When duty whispers low
‘thou must,’ the youth replies ‘I
can. —FHmerson.

‘“QUEER.”

REv. W. T. GUNN.

“My. but that was a fire! How
we worked, tearing down the out-
buildings so the fire would not
spread. We saved nearly every-
thing. I even got out some balls
of carpet-rags. Were you there?
O yes; I did seeyou. Iguess the
whole village was there.” ‘Any-
body hurt?”’ “Ono. There was
no one in the house.” “Much
loss?” “*Nothing to speak of; five
hundred will cover it. But how
we did work!”’

“What's that you say? An-
other fire? Burning now? Peo-
ple in some of the rooms and can’t
get out? Man alive! where is it?
My bruther’s in the fire? Come
on! Alive, and calling for help?
For pity’s sake tell me where it
is and come. Hurry!”

“In Africa? and the fire of sin
destroying millions of souls and
bodies forever? O pshaw! I give
fifty cents a year to put that out.
I thought yon meant something
real. Come on home.”

It was queer of him, wasn’t it?

—QCanadian Congregationalist.

GLEANINGS FROM THE FIELD.

Under date of October 29, Sis-
ter Clarke writes: “The Lord has
been blessing the work at Mabai
by giving us a precious revival
spirit. Six of our young people
have started for the Kingdom.
We are busy revising our Limba
dictionary. Have nearly three
thousand words now. The Lord
is blessing at the other stations
also and Masumbo reports three
conversions

Mrs. Jennie Ayers, acting Or-
ganizer for the Woman’s Home
and Foreign Missionary Society,
made a short call Nov. 10 at the
home of “The Outlook,” on her
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way to the seat of the Georgia
and Carolina Conferences. Leav-
_ing the sunny south December 6
with freshly plucked roses in her
hand, she arrived in Coldwater
the next day to enjoy zero weather
and the first sleighride of the
season, Sister Ayers has been
very successtul both in the finan-
cial returns for our Women’s
work and in the inspiration she
has given to the Conference and
Local Societies she has been able
to reach. '

-

REPORT OF ORGANIZER.

MiNA DANNER SHANNON.

My first meeting for the year
was held October 11 at Laketown.
A live missionary society is doing
good work. Oect. 80, [ left home
for a trip whichincluded thirteen
churches. I found the Societies
and Bands actively engaged in
work for the Master. L

The first meeting on the sched-
ule was at West Berlin. This so-
ciety has not reported for a few
years but has recently been reor-
ganized and is at work. Clarks-
ville has a flourishing society, and
while there I organizeda Y. M. W.
B. At Shiawassee the missiona-
ry spirit prevails. Seven years
ago this fall T organized a society
at New Haven with which the Ha-
zelton ladies united. But their
numbers and interest increased
so rapidly that in a few months
it seemed necessary to organize a
society at Hazelton. At the meet-
ing just held, each society gave a
very encouraging report of the
work during these seven years.
New Haven church has also a Y.
M. W. B.

On the Ingham Circuit—and I
certainly realized it was a circuit,
making the three points in one
day—they have a society at West
Locke and a Y. M. W. B. at South

Locke. The Rives Junction peo-
ple greatly miss some of their act-
ive workers who have moved away
yet there are still faithful ones
left to carry on the work of both
Society and Band. At Hastings
I had the privilege of meeting
with the people in their beautiful
new church. They have a Society
and Band. Owing to many dis-
couragements, the society at
North Irving is no more, but we
trust the increased interest may
develop into a society of active
workers. Hickory Corners has
an enthusiastic Y. M. W. B. Al-
legan and Miner Lake churches
unite in their missionary meet-
ings, having but one society. The
Allegan church has a good Band.

May God bless the pastors who
so kindly gave me the use of their
pulpits that I might present the
work; and may Heaven’s choicest
blessings restuponthose whogave
to help carry the glad news of
salvation to thosein heathen dark-
ness.

In far-away Africa are three
workers who belong in an especial
sense to the women of Michigan

‘Conference Society; two natives

whom we aresupporting in mem-
ory of our “two Johns’” who so
willingly laid down their lives for
perishing souls, and our own rep-
resentative on the field, Sister
Ethel Ovenshire. While they are
laboring there, let us double our
efforts here and prayerfully work
as never in the past.

My financial report of cash and
pledges is as follows: Allegan,
$5.91; Clarksville, $24.60; Hast-
ings, $4 41; Hazelton, $27 90: Hick-
ory Corners, $6.15; Laketown,
$11.70; Meridian, $7.31: Miner
Lake, $3.22; New Haven, %26.32;
North Irving, $3.31; Rives June-
tion, $18.13; South Locke, 519.85;
West Berlin, $7.24; West Locke,
%3.04; Profit on postal cards,
$1.95. Total receipts, $176.04.
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PRESENT TENDENCIES.

The strong current, known as
“modern thought,’’ seems to have
drifted further in the year 1908
than in the preceding five years.
It is now affecting the rank and
file of church membership and
the newspaper-reading public,
whichknew little or nothing about
it until recently.

The daily papers, magazines
and popular novels are giving
more space than ever before to
things that undermine the foun-
dation of Christianity. Even re-
ligiousperiodicals advertise books
that wounld have been tabooed as
infidel literature a few years ago.
The sale of destructive works like
those of R. J. Campbell,and books
of similar character, has been
pushed.

Young men studying for the
ministry have been taught that
“modern scholarship’ has made
untenable many of the doctrines
that used to be considered funda-
mental to Christianity. While
the conservative mass of church
members held these things as
vital to their faith, the young men
have been advised to keep their
real views in the background; but
very soon there will be no further
need for reserve or dissimulation
on the part of graduates from
theological seminaries.

The false doctrine of evolution
is now firmly intrenched in our
public schools. The rising gen-
eration is being taught evolution-
ary theories as scientific facts for
six days in the week, and most
churches are unwilling, or unable,
to give any satisfactory antidote
to this error on Sundays. These
two systems of thought—revela-
tion and evolution—areso mutual-
ly destructive that both cannot
long occupy the same discerning
mind.

Finding, therefore, our young
people educated to demand an
evolutionary gospel, and our

young ministers educated to sup-
ply that demand whenever their
hearers will take it, we may con-
clude that success to the “new
theologies” is inevitable.

Toward the close of Robert G.
Ingersoll’s life, some of his ad-
mirers asked him why he did not
attack the Bible and ‘roast the
mistakes of Moses’ like he used
to. He replied, “We don’t have
to. We have the preacher doing
that now.” His words were too
true then, but they are tenfold
more true now.

From every side the cry is
heard—Ilouder and more confident
each year—for a new creed upon
which all sorts and conditions of
men can unite. This creed is
now in swift process of formation
and will soon be proclaimed, to
meet with almost universal ac-
ceptance. It will be attractive
enough to lead astray, if possible,
even the elect. Boundless opti-
mism; infinite evolution; the uni-
versal Fatherhood of God and the
consequent Brotherhood of all
mankind as ‘‘sons of God;” im-
mortality for all, apart from
Christ and His atonement; the
ultimate abolition of ignorance,
poverty, war, and, possibly, even
of death itself, by organized hu-
man effort, through world-wide
education and co-operation and
arbitration and the scientific erad-
ication of diseases and the dis-
covery of new forces in nature
that will promise to prolong hu-
man life indefinitely—things such
as these will attract all mankind
into one universal religion that
will prove, at last, to be the Anti-
christ’s own!—J. J. Robinson, in
Watchword and Truth.
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“Judge not; the workings of his brain
And of his heart thou canst not see;
What looks to thy dim eyes a stain,
In God's pure light may only be
A scar, brought from some well-won

field,
Where thou wouldst only faint and
yield.” -—Adelaide E. Proctor,





