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  Minutes of the 41st Annual Session of the Rochester Conference of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Connection of America, held at Westfield, Tioga Co. Pa. beginning 
April 21, 1885. 
 
 
       Westfield April 21, ‘85 
        First Day PM Session 

 
The Rochester Conference met as per vote of the same at the W. M. 
Church of Westfield at 2.30 P.M. 
The President Rev. R. E. Salisbury not being present, the Rev. A. T. 
Jennings of the Committee on The Presidency called the Conference 
to order, 
Farther made statements, that only two members of that committee 
were present, and desire the Conference to elect a President 
Protem, [sic] 
On motion of Rev, G. L. Paine Rev. A. T. Jennings was elected 
President Protem. [sic] 
The Secretary Rev. J. H. Cook also absent. 
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On motion of Rev. G. L. Paine, The Rev S. Bedford was elected 
Secretary Protem, [sic] 
Devotionary [sic] exercises led by Rev. G. L. Paine, Reading 111 
Psalm, Singing 622 Hymn, Prayer 
The President made remarks, on how to have a good session of 
Conference. 
Singing “All hail the power of Jesus’ name,” and farther led in prayer 
by Rev. G. W Scudder, 
On motion of Rev. G. L. Paine, That first four seats across the 
church, constitute the bars of Conference, 
On motion of Rev S. Bedford 
That Revs G. L. Paine and J. S. Fausey be the committee on 
credentials. 
Rev. H. B. Mason Pastor of the M E Church introduced 

Assembling of 
Conference 
 
Called to order 
President absent 
 
 
 
 
 
A.T. Jennings elected 
Pres Protem 
 
Secy absent 

S. Bedford elected 
Sec. Protem 
 
Devotionary 
 
 
Remarks 
 
Singing & Prayer 
 
 
Bars of Conference, 
 
 
 
Com, on Credentials 
 
Minister introduced 



Committee on Credentials made partial report as follows, viz: A. W. 
Brim Seneca Falls, Morris Pritchard and W. Perry Westfield. 
On motion of Rev. S. W. Jennings, That all visiting members of of 
[sic] our own, and other churches not members of secret societies be 
invited to honorary seats in this Conference 
Committee on Credentials continued their report viz, James H. 
Bowen Haskinville, Oliver Hancock Westfield, Geo Field South 
Bradford, 
On motion of Rev. S. W. Jennings 
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The report adopted. 
On motion of Rev. G. L. Paine,  
That to morrow [sic] at 2, P M. be the time for the election of officers 
of Conference. 
Rev. F. J. Franklin of Syracuse Conference introduced. 
On motion of Rev. G. L. Paine 
That Rev J. S. Fausey with the delegates from Westfield constitute a 
committee on Religious services, 
On motion of S. Bedford, That A. W. Brim be committee on Statistics, 
On motion of S. Bedford, That when Conference adjourn, it be to 
meet at 9. AM to morrow. [sic] 
On motion of Rev. J. S. Fausey, 
That this session of Conference adjourn at 4. 45 PM. 
On motion of Rev G. W. Scudder 
That PM sessions of this Conference open at 2. PM. 
The Committee on Credentials made farther report, viz: J. J. Bowle 
of Jasper Charge, 
On motion of Rev S. W Jennings such report adopted, 
On motion of Rev J. S. Fausey, 
That Conference now adjourn, 
Conference adjourned at 4. PM, 
Announcements made, 
Doxology sung Benediction by Rev F. J. Franklin, 
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       Wednesday 2nd Day April 22 

         AM Session. 
Conference met at 9 AM. Called to order by the President. 
Devotionary [sic] exercises led by Rev H. T. Bessee, Reading 
Scripture lesson, Singing & prayer. 

Delegates Received 
 
 
Honorary Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Report adopted 

 
 
Time to elect Pres & 
Secy 
 
F. J. Franklin 
 
 
Com. on Religious 
Services 
 
Com on Statistics 
 
Time for AM session 
tomorrow 
-------------------- 
Time to adjourn 
 
 
Time for PM Sessions 
 
Delegate received 
 
 
 
Adjournment 

 
Devotionary & 
Opening 



Roll called, 
Minutes of previous session read and approved 
The Rev. U. D. Lathrop President of Ill Conference, and Agent for 
Wheaton Theological Seminary introduced, to Conference 
Rev. H. C. Jackson formerly of Central Ohio Conference introduced 
The Committee on Credentials made farther report viz: Howard 
Henry Ruloffson, [sic] Catharine. Wm. V. Dolph, On Motion of Rev. J. 
M. Swick That such report be adopted. 
Committee on Credentials farther reported viz: Eugene Smith Hector, 
L. H. Grange, Elkland. 
On motion of Rev S. Bedford report adopted. 
On motion of Rev. G. L. Paine, That the committee on Pastoral 
relations be elected, 
On motion Revs H. T. Bessee, G. L. Paine, S. Bedford, with Laymen 
Wm V. Dolph, L. H. Grange & Geo Field were elected such 
Committee 
Rev. A. Jennings President Protem [sic] Appointed Brethren A. W. 
Brim & Wm. V. Dolph on Committee on Itineracy & Orders, See rest 
of said Committee Page 48, 
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On motion by Rev J. M Swick 
That Brethren Wm V. Dolph and L. H. Grange be elected to fill 
vacancy in Missionary Committee. 
For the Rest of Com See Page 49 
On motion of Rev G. L. Paine,  
To elect Committee on Wasioja Scholarships. 
On motion of Rev S. Bedford, 
That present committee be reelected, viz: Rev J H Cook & G. L. 
Paine 
 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee, 
That the order of the day for 8 PM tomorrow be the time for Rev U, 
D. Lathrop, Agent for Wheaton Theological seminary to present the 
interests of said institution to this Conference, 
Conference began the examination of Ministerial Character. 
 
The name of H. T. Bessee called  
Disciplinary questions asked and answered, 
Remarks by Bro L. H. Grange delegate from Elkland, 
Character passed 
The Rev W. H. Ferrel of the M E Church introduced to Conference, 
 
The name of S. Bedford called, 

 
 
 
Brethren introduced 
 
 
 
Delegates received 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee on 
Pastoral Relations 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee on 
Itineracy & Orders 

Vacancy on Miss 
Committee filled 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee on 
Wasioja Scholarships 
elected 
 
 
 
 
Order of the Day for 3 
PM tomorrow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H. T. Bessee 
 
 
 
 
Minister introduced 
 
S. Bedford, 



Disciplinary questions asked and answered, 
Remarks by Bro A. W. Brim delegate from Seneca Falls Church, 
Also by Revs J H. Cook and R. W. Padgham. 
Character passed 
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The name of R. E. Salisbury called. 
Name passed for the present by consent of Conference, 
The name of W. G. Woodruff called Had no regular work assigned 
him at our last Conference. 
Made statements relating to his religious experience. 
The name of R. W. Padgham called  
Had no pastorate, Made statements as to his labors, and religious 
experience. 
Remarks made by Revs S. Bedford and W. W. Miller. 
Character passed. 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee; 
That the time for closing AM Sessions, be 11.30 AM. 
A communication presented to Con by President reccommending 
[sic]          Paine to travel under the direction of Conference 
On motion of Rev J. M. Swick Referred to the Committee on Itineracy 
and Orders 
A communication read by Secretary from Albany St Church Ithaca 
N.Y. 
On motion of Rev. J. S. Fausey: -- 
That is be referred to the Committee on Pastoral Relations. 
A communication read by Secretary recommending Bro W. A. 
Scribner for Elders Orders. 
On motion of Rev J. S. Fausey; 
That it be referred to Committee on Itineracy & Orders, 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee. 
That AM Sessions commence at 9 AM. 
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The name of H. C. Morgan called Missionary to Oregon. 
Name spoken to by Wm A Dolph  
Name passed for the present by consent of Conference. 
The name of James Lee called.  
Left in the hands of a committee at last Session of Conference.  See 
Page 35. 
H. T. Bessee Chairman of committee made verbal report. 
Spoken to Revs G. L. Paine and J. M. Swick, also Bro Wm V Dolph. 

 

R. E. Salisbury 
 
 
W. G. Woodruff 
 
 
 
R. W. Padgham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time for closing AM 
Sessions 
 
Communication read 
 
Referred 
 
Albany St. Church 
 
 
 
 
 
Communication read 
 
 
Referred 

H. C. Morgan 
 
 
 
James Lee 
 
 
 
Report made 



On motion of Rev. J.H. Cook; -- 
That the matter pertaing [sic] to the Rev – James Lee be recommitted 
to Committee for written report. 
Adjourned by limitation 11 30. 
Singing L. M. Doxology. 
Benediction by Rev. W. W. Miller. 
 

 
 
       Wednesday April 22, ‘85 

        2nd Day PM Session 
Conference met at the hour fixed for assembling. 
Devotionary [sic] exercises led by Rev. H. C Jackson, Reading 
Scripture lesson, Singing and prayer. 
Roll called by Secretary 
Minutes of previous session read corrected and approved. 
On motion of Rev G. L. Paine: -- 
That the Order of the Day for present time be postponed until 
Committee on Credentials make farther report, and for the 
presentation of the Transfer of Rev. H. C. Jackson. 
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Rev. Mr Skillman of the Protestant Methodist Church introduced to 
Conference. 
 
Committee on Credentials made farther report as follows: H. 
Baldridge delegate from Varick. 
On motion of Rev J. M. Swick: That such report be adopted. 
The Transfer of the Rev H. C. Jackson of the Miami Conference 
presented by Rev A. T. Jennings President. 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee; 
That Rev H. C. Jackson, be received a member of this Conference. 
 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee;  -- 
That. The Order of the Day be now taken up viz: the election of 
officers. 
Rev Mr Smith of the Baptist Church introduced, and invited to 
honorary seat. 
The Chair appointed as Tellers Rev. S. Bedford, and Bro L. H. 
Grange 
On motion of Rev S. Bedford, That an informal ballot be taken for 
President,. 
Informal Ballot taken to wit: Whole number of votes 24, viz: Rev A. T. 
Jennings 16. Rev S. Bedford 4. Rev H. T. Bessee 4, 

 
 
Recommitted 
 
Adjournment 
 

 
 
Devotionary & 
Opening 
 
 
 
 
Order of the Day 
postponed 

Minister Introduced 
 
 
 
Committee on 
Credentials report. 
 
 
Transfer presented 
 
 
 
Received 
 
 
Order of the Day 
 
 
 
Minister introduced 
 
 
Tellers 
 
Informal Ballot 



Formal taken as follows. viz: 
Whole number of votes 24 
Necessary to a choice 13 
Of which Rev A. T. Jennings received 19. Rev H. T Bessee 4, Rev S 
Bedford 1. 
On motion of Rev G. L Paine: That the election of Rev. A. T. Jennings 
be made unanimous by a rising vote 
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Remarks by the President. 
Conference proceeded to the election of Secretary. 
Ballot as follows: Whole number of votes 25. 
Necessary to a choice 15. 
Of which Rev. J. H. Cook received 19 
Rev S. Bedford 4. Rev R. W. Padgham 2, 
On motion of the Rev. J. S. Fausey: -- 
That the election of Rev J. H. Cook as Secretary be made 
unanimous by rising vote. 
Remarks by Secretary. 
Conference Led in prayer by the Rev – G. L. Paine. 
On motion of Rev. G. L. Paine: 
To elect the committee on the Presidency, 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee: 
That said Committee consist of three with Rev S. Bedford as 
chairman. 
On motion by Rev J. M. Swick; That Rev G. L. Paine, and Bro Wm V 
Dolph be elected members of said committee, 
Examination of Character 
The name of G. L. Paine called. 
Disciplinary questions asked and answered, 
Remarks by Bro George Field delegate from South Bradford. 
Character passed, 
The name of D. V. Owen called  
Not present. Action theren [sic] deferred by consent of Conference. 
The name of G. W. Scudder called 
Engaged to serve Canoe Camp after the adjournment of our last 
Conference. 
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Disciplinary questions asked and answered. 
Bro Scudder not answering questions 8 & 9 in the affirmative as per 
resolution of Conference. By vote of Conference – 

 
 
 
 
A.T. Jennings elected. 

 
 
 
 
 
J H Cook elected 
Secretary, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 
Committee on 
Presidency 
 
 
 
G. L. Paine, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. V Owen 
 
 
G. W. Scudder 

 



Character passed, 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee: That PM Sessions close at 4.30 
P.M. 
On motion of Rev. S. Bedford. That a collection be taken to pay 
$1.70 paid by Rev J. H. Cook for recording articles of incorporation 
of Rochester Conference in County clerks office of Senca [sic] 
County.  
Amt of Coll $6.00 
Committee on religious service gave notice of evening meetings. 
Adjourned by limitation at 4.30 PM. 
Singing Together let us sweetly live. 
Benediction by Rev H. C. Jackson. 
 

----- ----- ----- 
----- ----- ----- 

 
 
 
 
 
       Thursday April 23, 1885 
        3rd Day AM Sessions 

 
Devotionary [sic] exercises led by Rev. R. W. Padgham. Readng [sic] 
84 Psalm, singing 717 No. Prayer. 
Roll called. 
Minutes of previous session read 
Motion by. Rev H. T. Bessee: That the motion made by Rev G. L. 
Paine making postponement of the Order of the Day be stricken from 
the minutes 
Motion lost 
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On motion of Bro A. W. Brim: 
That the order of the day for 2 PM of Wednesday April 22 is 
considered a special order. 
Minutes approved 
Rev Mr Weaver of the M E Church introduced to Conference. 
Rev. H. T. Bessee, Chairman of Judiciary Committee. elected at last 
Annual Conference for the trial of Rev James Lee made report as 
follows; viz: 
 Your Judiciary Committee elected by this Conference one year ago 
in the case of Rev James Lee, report as follows; -- A written copy of 
the charges and specifications were duly served on the accused last 

 
 
 
 
Collection taken, 

 

Special Order 
 
 
 
 
Minister introduced 
 
 
 
 
 
Report of Committee 
in case of James Lee. 



May, citing him to appear before your committee at Canoe Camp to 
answer to said charges at a specified time in June. 
The accused informed your committee, that he had withdrawn from 
the Connection, and was no longer a member of the Rochester 
Conference of the W. M. Connection; hence he was not amenable to 
said Conference. 
In view of the foregoing facts your Committee recommend that his 
name be stricken from the Conference Roll, 
      H. T. Bessee.  } 
      G. L. Paine.  } 
      S.W. Jennings. } 
      J. S. Fausey.  } Committee 
      J. W. Grange  } 
      John Hancock } 
      Woodard Berry } 
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On motion of Rev S. W. Jennings. That the report of Committee be 
adopted. 
Rev H. T. Bessee offered the following resolutions, and moved its 
adoption to wit; 
      Whereas intemperance is the 
great curse of our nation, producing a vast amount of suffering and 
poverty, and many crimes: and whereas this question is brought 
before this nation now, as never before; and whereas we have a rule 
in our Discipline, and have given prominence to it from the beginning 
of our organization: therefore Resolved that we appoint a committee 
on this question to report at this Conference. 
Motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee To adopt prevailed. 
On motion of Rev. J. M. Swick: That Rev H. T Bessee be a 
committee to report as per resolution. 
 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee: That a committee be appointed to 
report on the subjects of Worldly amusements 
 
On motion of Rev. S. W. Jennings: That Rev. G. L. Paine be a 
committee to so report. 
Rev Mr Everetts of the M E. Church introduced to Conference. 
 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee: That a committee to report on Secret 
organizations be elected to report to this Conference. 
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Adopted 
 
 
Resolution offered 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted 
 
H. T Bessee 
Committee 
 
 
Worldly Amusements 
 
 
 
G.L. Paine Committee 
 
 
Minister introduced 
 
Secret Organizations 



 
On motion of Rev. J. H. Cook: 
That Bro H. Baldridge be such Committee. 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee: 
That a committee o three be appointed to assign subjects on which 
report shall be made at next Conference. 
On motion Revs H. T. Bessee and S. Bedford with Bro A. W. Brim 
were elected such committee 
 
Rev G. L. Paine Chairman of the committee in the interests of 
Towanda Church property made report as follows: 
Mr. President, 
        Your Committee in 
the interests of Towanda Church property beg leave to report. 
       In making our report to this 
body one year ago, the question was raised by Brother Marshall 
Frink with regard to the title; he having the impression that property 
was made over to the W. M. Connection, and therefore the title was 
in them. 
On this statement brother Frink was placed on your Committee, to 
associate with the same with power to go to the bottom of things, & 
find out in whom the title was resting, When the time came that we 
should go and do the work, Brother Frink wrote me he could not 
leave then, as he had a Quarterly meeting to attend, and therefore 
would delegate all his 
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power to the former Committee. 
Your Committee went to Towanda, and with the help of the Recorder 
spent a part of two days in looking over the Books of Deeds, and 
found that The First Wesleyan Methodist Church of Towanda, was 
not known nor never had been known in said Books as a title owner. 
– But found June 1st 1860, recorded in Book as title owner page 171.  
That Solomon Cooper bought of D. M. Bull a certain parcel of land in 
the center of the town as it now stands, and paid for it with the 
Church’s money, and took the deed in his own name, as at that time 
The First Wesleyan Methodist Church of Towanda was not 
incorporated. 
We then searched the record for three hours to find where Solomon 
Cooper deeded the said land to the First Wesleyan Methodist Church 
of Towanda. We looked in vain: but we found in Book of Deeds Page 
246. March 5, 1866 where Solomon Cooper had for a consideration, 
deeded this said property to C. S. Ward, and there it rested. 

H. Baldridge 
Committee, 
 
 
Committee to assign 
subjects. 
 
 
 
 
 
Report relative to 
Towanda Church 
property 

 



Having satisfied myself how the Records were touching the property, 
I went and took counsel of Lazer Sanderson who had defended the 
church all through with out fee, He said “it did not make any 
difference who had the deed, it was only a deed of trust; for the 
Church’s money paid for it, and therefore all that Solomon Cooper 
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could transfer was what he had, All that Mr Ward had was a deed of 
trust, and Mr Ward knowing how it was never made any trouble 
about it. Thus the matter stands All of which is submitted 
        G. L. Paine 
         Chairman of 
Com— 
 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee, 
That report be adopted. 
 
Rev. W. J. Houghton of the Lockport Conference, and Agent for 
Houghton Seminary introduced to Conference and invited to 
honorary seat. 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee; That the order of the Day for 3. PM 
to morrow be the time for Bro Houghton to present the interests of 
such seminary. 
 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee; 
To elect the Committee on Superannuated Ministers Fund. 
On motion Revs R. W. Padgham, H. C. Jackson, D. Porter, with 
Brethren A. W. Brim, and H. Baldridge were elected such committee, 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee:  
That Brother W. W. Doughty be continued as treasurer of such Fund 
 
Examination of Character taken up 
The name of J. M. Swick called Disciplinary questions asked and 
answered. 
In connection of which a question arose as to reporting Church 
property 
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On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee: That it is the sense of this 
Conference, that Church property, the title of which is rested in 
individuals, ought not to be reported to Conference. 
Character of Bro Frink passed. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report adopted. 
 
 
 
W. J. Houghton Agent 
for Houghton 
Seminary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee on 
Superannuated 
Ministers Fund 
 
 
Treasurer W. W. 
Doughty. 
 
 
 
J. M. Swick 

Church Property 



 
The name of O.D. Field called. 
Not present, By consent of Conference deferred for the present. 
 
The name of Marshall Frink called. 
Not present. 
Name spoken to by Rev S. Bedford and Bro Wm V. Dolph. 
Farther consideration deferred. 
 
The name of D. Porter Called. 
Disciplinary questions asked & answered. 
Remarks by Bro Eugene Smith delegate from Hector. 
Character passed. 
 
The name of W. W. Miller called. 
Disciplinary questions asked & answered. 
Remarks by Brother Henry Ruloffson. [sic] delegate from Howard. 
Also by Rev W. A. Scribner, Sister Scribner, & Rev R. W. Padgham. 
Bro Miller not being to answer Disciplinary Questions 8 & 9 in the 
Affirmative as per Res of Conference 
See Page 
On motion of Rev, G. L. Paine, 
That the character of Bro Miller pass. 
Adjourned by limitation, at 11.30 
Singing L M Doxology “Praise God &c 
Benediction by Rev W. G. Woodruff. 
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       Thursday April 23, 1885 
        3rd Day PM Session. 

Devotionary [sic] exercises led by Rev W. W. Miller. 
 Reading 91 Psalm Singing Hymn 589 
Prayer. 
Roll Called. 
Minutes of previous Session read & approved. 
A communication from Bro C. C. Corwin Missionary Society 
Treasurer read by the Secretary. 
On motion of Rev. J. S. Fausey: 
That so much of said communication as related to funds of Miss 
Society, be referred to Miss Committee. 
 
Our Connectional Aglent Rev D. S. Kinney introduced to Conference, 
Made remarks. 
On motion of Rev S. Bedford, 

O. D. Field 
 
 
 
M. Frink 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. Porter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W. W. Miller 

Devotionary & 
Opening 
 
 
 
 
 
Communication read 
by Secy 
 
 
 
Referred. 
 
 
D. S. Kinney 



That to morrow [sic] immediately following Rev W. J Houghton Agent 
Houghton Seminary: Our Agent make his annual report to this 
Conference. 
Bro John Depue of Hopewell Church invited to honorary seat by the 
President. 
Made statements relating to Hopewell Church. 
Remarks also made by Rev. W, J Houghton 
The Order of the Day for the interests of Wheaton Theological to be 
presented: the Rev U. D. Lathrop as Agent presented such interests 
in a practical and logical way to Conference. 
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At the close of which pledges and a collection were taken for same. 
viz: 
Pledges notes, & monies, $116.32. Old Acct $2.50 
On motion of Rev S. Bedford: That the report of Rev F. J. Franklyn, 
who has been serving Haskinville charge be heard. 
On motion of Rev J. H. Cook. That the time for adjournment of this 
session be extended. 
Bro Franklyn of Syracuse Conference, ordained in Said Conference 
at its late session: as Licentiate in the same had been serving 
Haskinville Charge. 
Disciplinary questions asked & answered 
Remarks by Bro James, Bowen, delegate from Haskinville. 
Also by Revs D. S. Kinney, W. J. Houghton and S. Bedford 
On motion of Bro A. W. Brim. 
That we now adjourn. 
Conference stood adjourned at 4:50 PM 
Benediction by Rev. D. S. Kinney. 
 

 
 
       Friday April 24, 1885 
        4th Day AM Session. 

Devotionary [sic] exercises led by Rev_ J. Levington. 
Scripture Lesson Isaiah 35. Singing Hymn 302. Prayer, 
 
Roll called 
Minutes of previous session read and approved, 
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Time to make report 
 
 
 
J. Depue, 
 
 
Hopewell Church 
 
 
Wheaton Theological 
Seminary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F. J. Franklyn 

Devotionary & 
Opening 

 
 
 
 
 
Communication read 
by Secy 
 
 



Rev. John Levington of Michigan Conference introduced and invited 
to honorary seat. 
The name of Marshall Frink called 
Not present. 
A communication from Bro Frink to Conference read by the 
Secretary. 
Remarks by Rev. D. S. Kinney. 
Character passed 
 
Remarks relating to Farmington Church were made by Revs A. T. 
Jennings. J. H. Cook, J. S. Fausey, and J Levington. 
On Motion of Rev. S. Bedford: That a committee of three be elected 
to look after the interests of the Farmington Church property. 
 
On motion That Revs A. T. Jennings J H. Cook, and Bro Wm V Dolph 
be such committee. 
 
Motion by Rev S. Bedford: That we elect a Conference Evangelist 
with a pledged Salary of $4.00, dollars, if he give his whole time to 
the work. 
Motion prevailed 
Motion by Rev J. S. Fausey: That 
Rev. R. W. Padgham be elected as such Evangelist. 
Motion advocated by Rev. D, S, Kinney J Levington. & others. 
Motion to elect prevailed 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee: That Rev S Bedford be a committee 
to prepare a plan of finance to provide Evangelist’s salary 
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Rev H. T. Bessee Chairman of committee to assign subjects made 
report as follows: 
  Your committee to assign subjects to brethren to be reported 
in writing at the next Annual Session of Conference, report as 
follows. viz: 
A.T. Jennings, Address to the churches; 
S. Bedford, Sanctification; G. L. Paine; Worldly amusements, J. H. 
Cook, Sabbath Schools. D. Porter, Missions. R. W. Padgham, State 
of Our Country. H. C. Jackson. The Sabbath. F. J. Franklyn. The 
Liquor Traffic.  Wm V. Dolph, Secret Societies H. T. Bessee. The 
Atonement. 
       H. T. Bessee,  } 
       S. Bedford  } Com 
       A. W. Brim,  } 
On motion of Rev D. Porter. That report be adopted. 

J. Levington 
 
 
M. Frink 
 
Communication read 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Farmington 
 
 
Committee elected 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conference 
Evangelist 
 
 
 
 
R. W. Padgham 
Elected 
 
 
 
Evangelists Salary 

Report of Committee 
to assign subjects 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopted 



 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee: 
That we now proceed to elect trustees of Conference in place of 
Charles G. Corwin, George, L. Paine, and Wm. V. Dolph, whose 
terms of office expire 
Conference proceeded to vote for trustee in place of C. G. Corwin, 
with the following result. 
Whole number of votes 23. 
Necessary to elect 12. Of which Bro A. W. Brim received 16, and was 
declared elected. 
 
On motion of Rev. S. Bedford. 
To extend time of adjournment un- [sic] 
trustees are elected 
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Conference proceeded to elect a trustee in place of G. L. Paine. 
Whole number of votes 22. 
Necessary to elect 12. Of which G. L. Paine received 11.  Wm V. 
Dolph 11 
No election 
 
Whole number of votes cast 23. 
Necessary to elect 12.  Of which G. L. Pain, received 12.  Wm V 
Dolph 11 
G. L. Paine declared elected. 
 
Proceeded to elect a trustee in place of Wm V Dolph. 
Whole number of votes 21 
Necessary to elect 11. Of which Wm. V. Dolph received 19. And was 
declared elected 
O [sic] 
Conference adjourned by limitation 
Benediction by Rev. S. Bedford. 

 
 
 
       Friday April 24, 1885 
        4th day P.M. Session. 

 
Devotionary [sic] exercises led by Rev, W. G. Woodruff. 
Reading John 14, Singing 509 No 
Prayer. 
Roll called 

 
Trustees elected 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bro A W Brim elected 
 
 
 
 
Adjournment 
extended 

Ballot for Trustee 
 
 
 
 
 
No election 
 
2 Ballot 
 
 
 
G. L. Paine elected 
 
 
 
 
 
Wm V Dolph elected. 
 
 
 
Adjourned 

Devotionary & 
Opening. 



Minutes of previous Session read and approved. 
 
On motion of Rev H. Bessee: 
That Rev. S. Bedford be elected as receiver of Missionary Money. 
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The name of A.T. Jennings called. 
Rev H. T. Bessee took the chair. 
Disciplinary questions asked & answered, 
On motion of Rev G. L. Paine Character passed as per Res of 
Conference. 
 
The name of J. H. Cook called, 
Disciplinary questions asked & answered, 
Remarks by Bro H. Baldridge delegate from Varick. 
Character passed. 
 
Rev G. L. Paine made request, that Bro Geo Field delegate from 
South Bradford be excused from Conference at close of this session. 
On motion of Rev J. H. Cook; 
That such request be granted. 
 
Bro Wm. V. Dolph requested to be excused from farther attendance 
at this Conference at close of this session. 
On motion of Rev. J. M. Swick; That such request be granted. 
 
The Order of the Day viz: Rev W. J. Houghton agent for Houghton 
Seminary presented the interests of such institution in a most happy 
way. 
Remarks by Revs. J. Levington and D. S. Kinney. 
Pledges taken amount   $169.50 
Collection - - - -          6.48 
Total - - -       175.98 
Paid on such amount aside from Collection $24.50 
On motion. That time of adjournment be extended for Connectional 
Agent’s report 
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Rev D. S. Kinney as Agent of Connection made Annual report to 
Conference 
Collection taken for Donation fund for Wesleyan Methodist. 
Amount $4.44 

 
 
 
 
S. Bedford Receiver 
of Miss Money, 

A.T. Jennings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J. H. Cook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Requests granted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Houghton Seminary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjournment 
extended 

Agent’s Report 
 
 
Collection Taken 



Bro Kinney feelingly & touchingly spoke of the severe affliction of 
Sister Kinney, of sustaining grace in the heart, & home. 
Conference led in prayer in behalf of Sister Kinney by Rev J 
Levington. 
 
Adjourned by limitation at 5.15 PM 
Benediction by Rev D. S. Kinney. 
 

 
 
 
 
      Saturday April 25, 1885 
       5th Day AM. Session. 

 
Devotionary [sic] exercises led by Rev. G. W Scudder. 
Reading 1 Psalm, singing 669 Hymn  
Prayer. 
Roll called, 
Minutes of previous session read and approved. 
 
Committee on Itineracy and Orders made report. by Rev, H. T. 
Bessee, 
Chairman of Committee, viz: 
Your Committee on Itineracy and Orders, report as follows: 
We find M. W. Payne unprepared to pass, an examination on literary 
attainments required by our 
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Discipline at Quarterly Conference: and that he had never studied 
the Books recommended for the first year: hence, your committee do 
not recommend him to travel under the direction of Conference: but 
do recommend him to pursue the studies prescribed for the first 
year’s course. 
Your Committee further report that W. A Scribner passed a creditable 
examination in Christian experience, and on the doctrine of the 
Sacred Scriptures, and on preparation for the pulpit: also well 
recommended in the results of his ministry. 
Therefore your Committee recommend him to be ordained an Elder 
in the Church of Christ. 
 
       {H. T. Bessee – Chairman 
       {S. Bedford 
     Committee {A.T. Jennings. 

 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 
 
Adjourned 

Devotionary & 
Opening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report of Committee 
on Itineracy & Orders 
 
 
 
 
Item 1st 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item 2nd 
 



       {Wm V Dolph 
       { A.W. Brim – Secretary 
 
Motion by Rev H. C. Jackson: that report be adopted 
Amendment by Rev. H. T. Bessee: That it be adopted item by item. 
Motion prevailed as amended. 
On motion of Rev. D. Porter, That item 1st be adopted. 
On motion of Rev. G. W. Scudder, That 2nd item be adopted. 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee: That report be adopted as a whole, 
 
Committee on Superannuated Fund made report by Rev D. Porter 
Secretary of Committee 
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Your Committee on Superannuated minister’s Fund report as follows, 
That Rev R. W. Padgham be receiver of monies for Said fund at this 
Conference, to hand the same to the Treasurer, W. W. Doughty, 
Your Committee reccommend [sic] that Conference appropriate 
twenty give dollars of said Fund for the benefit of of [sic] the widow of 
Rev John Randolph, said sum to be paid by the treasurer W. W 
Doughty to Sister Do Abrams, to be paid by her to Sister Randolph 
as her necessities may require, 
 
      R. W. Padgham  Chairman 
      D Porter. Secy Committee 
 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee: That report be adopted. 
 
Rev H. T. Bessee Committee to report on Temperance made report, 
See report Page 
On motion by Rev. S. Bedford: 
That report be adopted, 
Revs W. J. Houghton, W. W. Miller, G. L. Paine & Js Levington spoke 
favoring adoption. 
Motion to adopted unanimously prevailed 
On motion of Rev. J. M. Swick; 
That it be requested for publication in the Wesleyan Methodist, 
 
Rev S. Bedford. Committee to prepare plan for paying the salary of 
Evangelist made report 
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Adopted item by item 
 
 
1 Item 
 
2 Item 
Adopted as a whole 
 
 
Report of Committee 
on S. Fund 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted 
 
Report on 
Temperance, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Request for 
Publication 
 
Report of plan for 
paying Evangelist 



Your Committee to prepare plan for raising Evangelist’s salary, beg 
leave to make the following report, 
1 – That the Evangelist shall collect as far as possible his salary from 
the several charges and places he shall visit 
2nd – That each pastor shall interest his charge in the Evangelist, his 
work and his support. 
3rd – That if the Evangelist’s collections shall exceed in the aggregate 
his salary, he shall pay the surplus funds into the treasury of our 
Conference Miss Society. 
4th That if the Evangelist’s collections and the efforts of pastors in his 
behalf shall not equal his salary per month, it shall be paid from the 
missionary funds monthly. 
5th That the Evangelist shall report monthly to the President of our 
Conference Missionary Committee what work he has done, and how 
much he has received during the month, 
  All of which is respectfully submitted 
       S. Bedford 

       Committee, 
 

On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee: That the report be adopted, 
 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee; That we now elect a member of the 
Committee on Itineracy and Orders 
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On motion of Rev G. Bedford: 
That Rev H. T. Bessee be elected as such member 
 
On motion by Rev H. T. Bessee:  
To elect Missionary treasurer. 
On motion of Rev G. L Paine:  
That Bro A. W. Brim be elected as such treasurer 
Rev S. Bedford receiver of Missionary money made report. 
See report, Miss Records Page. 
On motion of Rev. G. W. Scudder; 
That report be adopted. 
 
The name of M. H. Sweeten called: 
Character arrested by Rev W. G. Woodruff 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee: 
That his name be referred to a Committee. 
On motion of Rev S. Bedford: That Rev H. T. Bessee be Chairman of 
such committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report adopted 
 
Member of Committee 
Itineracy & Orders, 

H. T. Bessee Elected 
 
 
 
 
Miss Treasurer 
 
 
A.W. Brim elected 
 
S Bedford Receiver of 
Missionary Money 
reported 
 
Adopted 
 
M. H. Sweeten 
 
 
Referred to a 
Committee 
 
Such Committee 
Elected 



On motions Revs. G. L. Paine S. Bedford and brethren H. Baldridge 
and Henry Ruloffson 
 
The name of S. W. Jennings called  
Had no regular work 
Made statements as to labor performed and religious experience. 
Remarks by Rev J. S. Fausey. 
The following preamble and Resolution presented to Conference by 
Rev S. Bedford, 
Whereas our dear Brother S, W, Jennings, has in the Providence of 
God, been called to pass through deep waters of affliction in the 
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long sickness of his wife which resulted in her recent death, 
Therefore Resolved, That this Conference do by a rising vote 
express our deep sympathy for our brother in this his severe trial and 
affliction, and that we will earnestly pray that God shall bless him and 
his with the riches of his Grace, 
On motion of Rev. G. L. Paine: That it be adopted 
Character of Bro Jennings passed. 
 
The name of C. S. Walker called 
Not present 
Name spoken to by Rev G. L. Paine. Who read statistical report from 
Bro Walker 
On motion of Rev. D. Porter: That the character of Bro Walker pass. 
 
The name of H. C. Jackson called  
From Miami Conference present pastor of Albany St Church Ithaca 
N.Y. 
Disciplinary questions asked and answered 
Remarks by Rev D Porter 
 
The name of O. D. Field called 
Not present. 
Spoken to by Rev G. L. Paine, 
Motion by Rev S. Bedford: That a committee be elected to whom his 
name shall be referred, 
Amendment offered by Rev H, H, Cook. That it be referred to the 
Committee in case of M H Sweeten  
Motion as amended prevailed 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
S. W. Jennings 
 
 
 
 
 
Preamble of 
Resolution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted 
 
 
 
C. S. Walker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H C Jackson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O. D. Field 
 
 
 
Referred to a 
Committee 
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The name of D. V. Owen called; 
Not present 
Spoken to by Rev D. Porter. 
Character passed 
 
The name of H. C. Morgan called  
Communication from Br Morgan read by the Secretary. 
Character passed. 
On motion by Rev J. S. Fausey: That he sustain to this Conference 
the relation of Missionary to Oregon. 
 
Adjourned by limitation. 
Benediction by Rev. D. Porter. 
 
 
 
 
 
      Saturday April 25, 1885 
       5th Day PM Session 
 
Devotionary [sic] Exercises led by Rev—S Bedford. 
Reading Romans 12, Singing 583 Hymn. Prayer. 
Roll called, 
Minutes of previous session read & approved, 
 
The committee to whom the names of Revs M. H. Sweeten made 
report by Rev H. T. Bessee, Chairman of Committee as follows, viz: 
Your committee to whom the cases of M. H. Sweeten, and O. D. 
Field were referred, report 
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As follows: In view of statements made by reliable persons before 
your Committee, we recommend against the passage of the 
character of either of them, 
We farther reccommend [sic] that the President of this Conference 
be furnished with these statements, and communicate the same to 
these brethren respectively requesting an explanation, so at the 
fortherest [sic] by the time of our next Annual Conference, their 
cases shall be brought to a satisfactory adjustment, 
      H. T. Bessee,  } 
      G. L. Paine.  } 

D. V. Owen 
 
 
 
 
 
H C Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjourned 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Devotionary & 
Opening. 
 
 
 
 
 
Report of Committee 
in case of 
M. H. Sweeten & 
O. D. Field 

 



      S. Bedford.  } Com 
      H Baldridge,  } 
      H. Ruloffson,  } 
 
On motion of Rev. G. W. Scudder, That the report be adopted, 
 
The name of J. S. Fausey called Discliplinary [sic] questions asked 
and answered, 
Remarks by brethren Wm Perry, & M. Pritchard delegates from 
Westfield, also by Rev W. A Scribner, and Bro O. Hancock, 
Character passed. 
 
Bro D. W. Kinnie [sic] introduced to Conference & invited to honoray 
[sic] seats, 
The name of H. W. Bixby called, 
Not present, 
Communication read by Secretary. 
On motion of Rev G. W Scudder; 
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That his character pass. 
The name of Rev. R. E. Salisbury called, Not present. 
Communication from Bro Salisbury referred to & his name spoken to 
by the President 
On motion of Rev. J. S. Fausey, 
That his character pass. 
 
The name of Waldo Curtiss called 
Not present, 
Name spoken to by Rev W. G. Woodruff. 
Character passed 
 
The name of P. S. Slauson called. 
Not present. 
Name spoken to by Revs S. Bedford 
J. H. Cook, & A. T. Jennings. 
Character passed. 
 
The name of S. D. Prentiss called. 
Not present. 
Name spoken to by Revs J. G. Fausey, G. L. Paine, and brethren O. 
Hancock, J. J Bowles, & Lambert. 
Character passed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted 
 
J S Fausey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. W. Kinnie, 

 
R. E. Salisbury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Waldo Curtiss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P.S. Slauson, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S. D. Prentiss 



The name of C. R. Tripp called 
Not present. 
Name spoken to by Rev S. Bedford. 
Character passed. 
 
On motion of Rev J. M. Swick 
That the President of Conference be requested to write letters of 
cheer to our Superannuated Ministers 
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The name of D. E. Baker called 
Not present, 
Name spokent [sic] to by Rev. S. Bedford 
Character passed, 
 
The name of W. A. Scribner called. 
Licentiate; but a Pastor 
Disciplinary questions asked & answered.  
Remarks by. Bro J. J. Bowles, delegate from Jasper. 
Also Revs W. J. Houghton, & J. Levington. 
Character passed. 
 
The President called Rev. H. T. Bessee to the chair, 
 
Rev A.T. Jennings, Committee in reference to North Aurora St 
Church Ithaca N.Y. made report. to wit: 
      Ontario Wayne Co N.Y. 
       April 15, 1885 
To the Rochester Conference of the Wesleyan Connection of 
America, 
  Your Committee on the Ithaca Church, beg leave to report as 
follows; viz; 
      Effort has been made to carry on 
to completion the work assigned your Committee; but all along your 
Committee have been met with objections which have completely 
prevented the accomplishment of their work. 
 The objections briefly stated are these, 
   1.st – The North Aurora St Church is built up in the 
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interest of Caste prejudice, and is therefore contrary to the principles 
of our Connection of Churches. 

C. R. Tripp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Request of President 

D. E. Baker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W. A. Scribner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report of  
Committee on  
North Aurora St 
Church  
Ithaca 

 



2. That there can be no possible demand for two Wesleyan 
Churches in Ithaca, and so long as we recognize the Albany St. 
Church as a Wesleyan Church, we can not consistently give aid to 
the North Aurora St. Church. 
3rd That the North Aurora St Church is built up at the loss & expense 
of other Churches in our Conference. 
       Your committee being, 
appointed to raise money in aid, of this church, and nothing, more, 
do not feel authorized to investigate these objections in an official 
capacity, nor to pass upon facts that might be presented, 
  In view of the foregoing facts your Committee beg to be 
excused from farther duties in the Case. 
       A.T. Jennings 
        Committee, 
 
Motion by Rev G. W. Scudder, 
That the report be adopted, 
Rev J. M. Swick made remarks against adoption, 
Motion to adopt prevailed, 
 
On motion of Rev. A.T. Jennings 
That a committee of investigation in reference to the North Aurora 
 

 
87 

 
St. Church be elected 
On motion of Rev G. L. Paine: That Rev A. T. Jennings be chairman 
of such committee. 
By father vote Rev. J H. Cook & Bro H Baldridge were added to the 
Committee. 
The President resumed the chair, 
 
The committee on Statistics made report by Rev S. Bedford, 
See report page, 98-101 
On motion of Rev. D. Porter: That the report be adopted 
 
On motion of Rev. J. S. Fausey: That the secretary be requested to 
obtain report from charges not reported, and enter the same on the 
Records. 
 
The Committee on Pastoral relations made report by Bro L. H. 
Grange Secretary of Committee. 
See report Page 
Disciplinary questions relating to Conference answered therefrom. 
See Page 92 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report 
Adopted 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee of 
Investigation 

 
Elected 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report of Committee 
on Statistics Adopted 
 
 
 
 
Request of Secretary 
 
 
 
 
Report of Committee 
on Pastoral Relations 



On motion of Rev S. Bedford: 
That Aurora St church be left in the hands of the President. 
On motion of Rev. H. T. Bessee: 
That the report be adopted. 
 
On motion of Rev S. Bedford: 
That by a rising vote we tender our heartfelt thanks to Church and 
citizens of Westfield for the very hospitable manner the members of 
Conference with visitors 
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Have been entertained & cared for at their homes.  Our pray [sic] is 
that the richest of Heaven’s blessings may rest upon them. 
Farther That this resolution be read from the desk at the hour of 
morning Service. 
 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee. 
That we locate the place of holding the next Annual Session of 
Conference. 
 
Invitation received from Elkland charge, 
 
On motion, of Rev S. Bedford: 
That such invitation be accepted 
 
On motion of Rev. J. M. Swick,  
That the President and Secretary be a committee to locate 
Conference, In case it could not be held at Elkland. 
Motion by Rev S. Bedford: That the next Annual Conference meet at 
7 PM, on Tuesday preceding the 4th Wednesday of April, 1886. 
Amendment by Rev G. L. Paine: That it be at 2. PM. Instead of 7. 
PM. 
Motion prevailed as amended  
Conference to meet at 2 PM on Tuesday preceding the 4th 
Wednesday of April 1886. 
 
On motion by Rev S. Bedford 
That Conference adjourn to 
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meet at the call of the chair. 

Aurora St Church 
 
 
 
Report adopted 
 
 
 
Resolution of Thanks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where hold next 
Conference? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To be held at Elkland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When to meet. 

 



Minutes of this session read & approved.  
Motion to adjourn prevailed & Conference stood adjourned at 5. PM. 
Benediction by the President. 
 
 
 
      Saturday April 25, 1885 
       5. Day Evening Session. 
 
Conference called to order by the President at 11 AM. 
 
On motion of Rev H. T. Bessee: 
That the missionary committee: 
Acting at this session of Conference be elected for the coming year 
 
On motion That committee on North Aurora Street Church be also, a 
committee to raise funds in aid of such church, if the result of their 
investigation warrant it, 
 
A communication read from North Aurora St Church. 
On motion Communication referred to the Committee on said church. 
 
On motion of Rev. H. C. Jackson: 
That the President of Conference instruct our Evangelist to 
particularly visit & encourage weak churches within the bounds of the 
Conference. 
 
Motion by Rev H. T. Bessee: That we adjourn to meet at the call of 
the chair. 
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Pending the motion to adjourn 
Minutes of present session read and approved. 
Motion to adjourned [sic] prevailed and Conference stood adjourned at 11. 30 PM. 
Benediction by Rev. H. T. Bessee. 
 
      A.T. Jennings -  President 
      J H Cook -  Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Adjourned 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Committee 
elected. 
 
 
North Aurora Church 
 
 
 
 
 
Communication read 
& referred 
 
 
Instruction to 
Evangelist 
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Conference Roll. 
Ministers 
___ 
H. T. Bessee. 
S. Bedford. 
R. E. Salisbury 
J. H. Cook. 
W. G. Woodruff. 
A.T. Jennings. 
R. W. Padgham. 
H. W. Bixby. 
J. S Fausey. 
H. C. Morgan. 
G. L Paine. 
D. V. Owen. 
G. W. Scudder. 
J. M, Swick. 
O. D. Field. 
M. Frink. 
D. Porter. 
W. W. Miller. 
M. H. Sweeten. 
S. W. Jennings. 
C. S. Walker. 
H. C. Jackson. 
W. A. Scribner. 
 
 
 
Superannuated 
Waldo Curtiss. 
P. S. Slauson. 
S. D. Prentiss. 
D. E. Baker. 
C.R. Tripp. 

Laymen. 
 ___ 
A.W. Brim. 
O. Hancock. 
James Bowen. 
Wm Berry. 
M. Pritchard. 
J. J. Bowles. 
Henry Ruloffson. 
Wm. V. Dolph. 
Eugene Smith. 
L. H. Grange. 
George Fields. 
H. Baldridge. 
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Report of the committee on Pastoral Relations. 
How the work is supplied 
Elkland - - - -   H. T. Bessee. 
Seneca Falls -   S. Bedford. 
Ontario - - -   A.T. Jennings. 



Catharine. - - -  F. J. Franklyn 
    of Syracuse Conference 
Varick - -    J.H Cook. 
North Cohocton 
& 
Lent Hill. - -  R. E. Salisbury. 
Howard. - -    W. W. Miller. 
Hector. - -    S. W. Jennings. 
North. Bradford -   G. L. Paine. 
South  “  - D. Porter. 
Hornby.  - H. W. Bixby. 
Ithaca N Albany St. -  H. C. Jackson. 
“ N Aurora St -  Left with the 
    President. 
Jasper. - -  W. A Scribner. 
Cameron. - - -  C. S. Walker. 
Westfield. - -    J S. Fausey 
State Road appointments - Supplied by, 
    G. W. Scudder. 
Canoe Camp, -  Supplied by 
    D. Porter. 
Haskinville. - -  To supply itself 
Farmington, - -  In care of Committee. 
Elmira Mission, -  Not  Supplied 
Hopewell - - -   “ “ 
Towanda - - -   “ “ 
Wayland.   “ “ 
Charleston   “ “ 
 
Conference Evangelist;  R. W. Padgham. 
Missionary to Oregon, H. C. Morgan. 
Left without appointments by their own request, W. G Woodruff, J. M. Swick. 
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Without appointments. D. V. Owen. M. Frink. 
Left with the President. O. D. Field M H Sweeten. 
Superannuated Ministers. Waldo Curtiss, P. S. Slauson, S. D. Prentiss, D. E. Baker, C. 
R. Tripp. 
 
Joined the Conference. W. A. Scribner, by ordination. H. C. Jackson by transfer from the 
Miami Conference, 
 
Withdrawn. James Lee. 
 



       L. H. Grange 
        Secretary 
         of Committee. 
 
Disciplinary questions & answers. 
 
1st Who of the Elders are on the Stationed List.? 

Ans – H. T. Bessee, S. Bedford, A.T. Jennings, J H. Cook, R, E. Salisbury, W. W. 
Miller, S W Jennings, G. L. Paine. D. Porter. H. W. Bixby, H. C. Jackson, W. A. 
Scribner, C. S. Walker, J. S. Fausey, G. W. Scudder, R. W. Padgham, H. C. 
Morgan, W. G. Woodruff, J M Swick D. V Owen. M. Frink, O.D. Field, M. H. 
Sweeten, 

 
2nd Who have retired to the unstationed List? 
 Ans, None, 
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3rd What Licentiates are on the Stationed List? 
 Ans. – None. 
 
4th Who are the Superannuated Elders,? 
 Ans. - - Waldo Curtiss, P S. Slauson S. D. Prentiss, D. E. Baker, C. R. Tripp 
 
5th Who have been deposed this year? 
 Ans. – None. 
 
6th Who have withdrawn from the Conference this year? 
 Ans – James Lee. 
 
7th Who have joined the Conference this year? 

Ans. – W. A. Scribner by ordination, H. C. Jackson by transfer from Miami 
Conference. 

 
8th Who have died this year? 
 Ans. – None. 
 
9th What has been contributed on the several circuits & stations for the support of 

preaching on the same, and for the support of Missions.? 
Ans: -- For preaching $4216.04 
For Missions $114.04 

 
10th What numbers are in the Connection? 
 Ans: -- 839. 
 



11th How many Sunday Schools, superintendents, teachers and scholars are there 
connected 
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With the several circuits and stations? 
Ans: -- Sunday Schools 27. Superintendents – 40. Teachers 140. Scholars 1138. 

 
12th When and where shall our next Conference be held? 
 Ans: -- On the Elkland charge: beginning at 2 PM. Tuesday April 27th 1886. 
 
13th  How is the work supplied this year? 
 Ans: -- See Report on Pastoral Relations, Page 92. 
 
 

Standing Committees 
 
On the Presidency: -- Revs S. Bedford, G. L. Paine, & Bro Wm V. Dolph. 
 
On Wasioja Scholarships, Revs J. H. Cook. G. L. Paine. 
 
On The Farmington Church: - Revs A.T. Jennings, J. H. Cook, Bro Wm V. Dolph, 
 
On Itineracy & Orders. Rev A. T. Jennings one year, Rev S. Bedford two years, Rev H. 
T. Bessee three years. 
 
Missionary Committee. Revs S. Bedford J. H. Cook, H. T. Bessee, G. L. Paine. A. W. 
Brim, and Brethren. Wm V. Dolph. L. H. Grange, 
 
          Over  
 
 
96 
 
On Aurora St church, Revs A.T. Jennings. J.H. Cook. & Bro H. Baldridge 
 
Trustees of Conference. A. W. Brim Rev G. L. Paine, Wm V. Dolph for three years. 
Revs S. Bedford. J H. Cook. And A. T. Jennings for two years. 
Jacob Post, John Depue, & Rev H. T. Bessee for one year. 
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The religious services of the Conference were spiritual in a high degree, and blessed of 
God in the saving of sinners, and the enabling of believers to enter into prefect rest, 
The Sabbath services were of special interest; commencing with prayermeeting [sic] 
service at 9. AM. Followed by Love-feast at 10 AM, in which many clear and cheering 
testimonies were given for the Master. 
This was followed by preaching by Rev John Levington, wherein the Word was most 
faithfully declared 
At the close. Bro W. A. Scribner was ordained as an Elder in the Church of God. 
Then came Sacramental Service 
These services closed at 2. PM. 
 
At 3 PM. A children’s meeting conducted by the Rev. W. J. Houghton. Which was a 
precious means of grace to the children, enabling many to find Jesus their Savior we 
trust, 
In the evening preaching by Rev – A.T. Jennings President of Conference; followed by 
altar service, 
Thus closed the 41st Annual Session of the Rochester Conference, leaving influences 
that will be wonderfully productive of Spiritual blessings, 
       J H Cook 
        Secy of Con – 
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[Note: Pages 98 through 101 were Statistical Reports: Tables inserted for clarity.] 
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  Statistical Report Rochester 
[Table 1.] 
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  Months         

Elkland H. T. Bessee 12 8 7 8 2 5 - 3 169 

Seneca Falls S. Bedford 12 1 1 6 2 1 - 1 87 

Haskinville F.J.Franklyn 9 3 3   2 -  84 

Howard. W. W. Miller 12 5 5   1 -  89 

Hector David Porter 12 2 2 1  1 - 2 60 



North Bradford G. L. Paine 12 3 2   2 -  50 

South “ G. L Paine 12 3 1 2   - 3 40 

Canoe Camp G. W. Scudder 12 2 1   1 -  20 

North Aurora St 
Church Ithaca NY 

J. M. Swick. 12 1 1 4   - 3 19 

Varick J. H. Cook. 12 1 1 1  2 -  35 

Ontario. A.T.Jennings 12 2 1   1 -  88 

Catharine No Pastor       -  54 

North Cohocton 
& Lent Hill 

R. E. Salisbury 12      -   

Westfield J. S. Fausey 12 4 2   1 -  44 

Hornby H.W. Bixby 12      -   

Ithaca Nth Albany H. C. Jackson 10 1 1 19 3 1 -  37 

Jasper W.A. Scribner 12 2 2 17   -  48 

Hopewell No Report       -   

Farmington “    “       -   

Towanda “    “       -   

Wayland “    “       -   

Elmira Mission “    “       -   

Cameron C. S. Walker 12 2 1 2 1  -  10 

Charleston No Report.       -   

 G.W. Scudder --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

 Totals - -  199 40 31 59 8 18  12 927 
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Conference 1885 

 
[Table 2.] 
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d

 

U
n
s
ta

ti
o
n
e

d
 E

ld
e
rs

 

L
ic

e
n
ti
a
te

s
 

N
o
 o

f 
W

e
s
le

y
a

n
s
 t
a
k
e
n

 

N
o
 o

f 
B

ib
le

 S
ta

n
d
a
rd

s
 

N
o
 o

f 
B

a
n
n
e
rs

 

N
o
 o

f 
G

o
o
d
 W

o
rd

s
 

N
o
 o

f 
S

. 
S

c
h
o

o
ls

 

          

Elkland H. T. Bessee 3 1 2 28  55  5 

Seneca Falls S. Bedford 5 1  29 4 50 50 1 

Haskinville F.J.Franklyn    14 2 1 1 3 

Howard. W. W. Miller  1 2 16    3 

Hector David Porter 3 1  8 1 15 15 1 

North Bradford G. L. Paine  1  8  1 1  



South “ G. L Paine   1 8  15 15 1 

Canoe Camp G. W. Scudder    8 3   1 

North Aurora St 
Church Ithaca NY 

J. M. Swick. 1   4  1 1 1 

Varick J. H. Cook.    11 1 25 25 1 

Ontario. A.T.Jennings    15 4 90 90 2 

Catharine No Pastor        1 

North Cohocton 
& Lent Hill 

R. E. Salisbury         

Westfield J. S. Fausey   1 12    2 

Hornby H.W. Bixby        2 

Ithaca Nth Albany H. C. Jackson   1 7    1 

Jasper W.A. Scribner 9 1 1 10  25  2 

Hopewell No Report         

Farmington “    “  1       

Towanda “    “         

Wayland “    “  1       

Elmira Mission “    “    8  50 50 2 

Cameron C. S. Walker         

Charleston No Report.         

 G.W. Scudder --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- 

 Totals - -  21  8 186 15 348 248 29 

 
[Table 3.] 

Charge Pastor’s Name 

N
o
 o

f 
S

u
p
e
ri

n
te

n
d
e

n
ts

 

N
o
 o

f 
T
e
a
c
h

e
rs

 

N
o
 o

f 
S

c
h
o

la
rs

 

N
o
 o

f 
B

o
o
k
s
 i
n
 L

ib
ra

ry
 

N
o
 o

f 
M

e
e

ti
n

g
 H

o
u
s
e
s
 

V
a
lu

e
 o

f 

       Dollars 

Elkland H. T. Bessee 9 20 180  1 1/3 2200. 

Seneca Falls S. Bedford 2 10 88 225 1 14500. 

Haskinville F.J.Franklyn 3 12 100 100 1 800. 

Howard. W. W. Miller 3 18 110  1 1000. 

Hector David Porter 1 5 20  2 1500. 

North Bradford G. L. Paine       

South “ G. L Paine 2 4 40  1 1200. 

Canoe Camp G. W. Scudder 1 5 20    

North Aurora St 
Church Ithaca NY 

J. M. Swick. 1 2 8 66   

Varick J. H. Cook. 2 9 65  1 4000. 



Ontario. A.T.Jennings 2 13 95  1 3000. 

Catharine No Pastor 2 5 50    

North Cohocton 
& Lent Hill 

R. E. Salisbury       

Westfield J. S. Fausey 2 4 60 150 1 1200, 

Hornby H.W. Bixby 2 13 125    

Ithaca Nth Albany H. C. Jackson 2 5 38 250 1 1000, 

Jasper W.A. Scribner 4 8 40  1 900. 

Hopewell No Report       

Farmington “    “       

Towanda “    “       

Wayland “    “       

Elmira Mission “    “       

Cameron C. S. Walker 2 9 100    

Charleston No Report.       

 G.W. Scudder --- --- --- --- --- --- 

 Totals - -  40 140 1138 781 12 1/3 
31300, 
Dollars 
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Statistical Report 
[Table 4.] 

Charge Pastor’s Name 

N
o
 o

f 
P

a
rs

o
n

a
g
e
s
 

V
a
lu

e
 o

f 

P
a
s
to

rs
 S

a
la

ry
 

In
c
id

e
n
ta

l 
e
x
p

e
n
s
e
s
 

B
u
ild

in
g
 &

 R
e
p

a
ir
s
 

   Dollars $ Cts $ Cts $ Cts 

Elkland H. T. Bessee 1 800. 415.00 37.10 62.00 

Seneca Falls S. Bedford   566.67 224.38 7.14 

Haskinville F.J.Franklyn 1 800. 235,46 22.35  

Howard. W. W. Miller 1 800. 400.00  50.00 

Hector David Porter   96.00 11.20  

North Bradford G. L. Paine 1 800. 150.00  5.00 

South “ G. L Paine 1 800. 200.00 20.00  

Canoe Camp G. W. Scudder   120.19   

North Aurora St 
Church Ithaca NY 

J. M. Swick.   110.37 21.51  

Varick J. H. Cook. 1 1500. 400.00 69.16 50.27 

Ontario. A.T.Jennings 1 1000. 400.00 56.69  



North Cohocton 
Catharine* 

R. E. Salisbury      

Westfield J. S. Fausey   130.32 5,00 54.00 

Hornby H.W. Bixby   175.00   

Ithaca Nth Albany H. C. Jackson   254.19 70.19 15.00 

Jasper W.A. Scribner   432.90 144.72  

Hopewell No Report      

Farmington “    “      

Towanda “    “      

Wayland “    “      

Elmira Mission “    “      

Cameron C. S. Walker   9,75   

Charleston No Report.   20.19   

 G.W. Scudder      

   6500 
Dollars 421.04 682.30 243.41 

*North Cohocton       
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Continued. 

[Table 5.] 
 

Charge 
Pastor’s 
Name 

S
u
n

d
a
y
 S

c
h

o
o

ls
 

M
is

s
io

n
s
 

S
u
p

e
ra

n
n

u
a
te

d
 M

in
is

te
rs

 

O
th

e
r 

B
e
n
e
v
o

le
n

t 
O

b
je

c
ts

 

E
v
a
n
g

e
lis

t 

 

  $    Cts &   Cts $   Cts $   Cts $   Cts 
Houghton 

Semin $ Ch 

Elkland Bessee 54.15 67.70 5.21  62.15 91.13 

Seneca Falls Bedford 82.97 12.12 8.42 54.57 17.00  

Haskinville Franklyn 11.50 6.95 .50  5 00  

Howard. Miller 30.00   110.00 15.00  

Hector Porter 3.00 1.32 78    

North Bradford Paine  7.55 1.00 2.29 5.85  

South “ Paine 8.00  1.49 43.79   

Canoe Camp Scudder       

North Aurora St 
Ch. Ithaca NY 

Swick. 5.98 1.03 1.00    

Varick Cook. 17.09 10.88 1.50 44.00   

Ontario. Jennings 26.31  .50   
Education 
Purposes 20.00 



North Cohocton 
Catharine* 

Salisbury       

Westfield Fausey 10.00 4.13 1.00  6.00  

Hornby Bixby 33.00      

Ithaca Nth Albany Jackson 29.12 2.00  1.00   

Jasper Scribner 20 00 46 1.00 49.55   

Hopewell No Report       

Farmington “    “       

Towanda “    “       

Wayland “    “       

Elmira Mission “    “       

Cameron Walker       

Charleston No Report.       

 Scudder       

  341.13 114.04 22.40 305.00 111.00 111.13 

*North Cohocton        

 


