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Florida Conference
OFFICERS

President—Rev. Foster Piatt. 305 7th Ave. S, W.. Largo, Florida

Vice President—Rev. R. S. Taylor, 305 6th Ave. S. W., Largo, Florida

Secretary—Mrs. Ethel Coile. Route 2, Box 730. Lakeland, Florida

Treasurer—Rev. Cecil W. Shaffer, R. 2, Box 149A, Greenville, Florida

Sunday School Secretary—Rev. Ruth Rogers, 2107 E. Ida Ave., Tampa 5,
Florida

Tithing Secretary—Rev. George Marsh, Route 1, Box 145, Sanford, Florida

Wesleyan Men's Fellowship—Rev. C. E. Shaw, 113 W. Patterson St.,
Lakeland, Florida

Pension Plan Promoter and Treasurer—Rev. Foster Piatt, 305 7th Ave.,
S. W. Largo, Florida

OFFICIAL BOARDS

Trustees

Elders—

Garner, R. W Term expires 1956

Strickland, John T Term expires 1955

Taylor, R. S .Term expires 1954

Lay—

Powell. H. C Term expires 1956

Martin, Clarence Term expires 1955

Itineracy and Orders

Taylor, R. S Term expires 1957

Garner, R. W Term expires 1956

Shaffer, Cecil W Term expires 1955

Wireman, C. L Term expires 1954

Advisory Board

Garner, R. W. Martin, Clarence
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Judiciary Committee

Piatt, Foster

Rogers, Ruth

Shaw, C. E.

Zuch, James

Committee on Vacancies

Elders—

Piatt, Foster Garner, R. W.

Taylor, R. S. •

Lay-

Crook, Troy Baer, Robert

Piatt, Foster

Rogers, Ruth

Missionary Board

Davis, Charity

.. Garner, R. W.



Conference Roll

Name Present

Zucli, James C. 5

Zuch, Ella V. 5

Shaw, Bertie M. 4

Francisco, L. E. 1

Strickland, J. T. 0

Garner, R. W. 4

Shaw, C. E. 4

Wireman, C. L. 0

Rogers, Ruth 3

Piatt, Foster 5

Taylor, R. S. 5  ,

Taylor, Margaret 1

Myers, James 3

Shaffer, Cecil 4

Shaffer, Anna 4

Swentzel, John F. 1

Swentzel, Mary 1  ■

Robb, C. W. 0

ELDERS

Address

P.O. Box 206, Riviera Beach, Florida

P.O. Box 206, Riviera Beach, Florida
113 W. Patterson St., Lakeland, Florida

943 Oleander St., Lakeland, Florida
236 Daytona Ave., Holly Hill, Florida
Box 629, Pinellas Park, Florida

113 W. Patterson St., Lakeland, Florida
Intercession City, Florida

2107 E. Ida Ave., Tampa 5, Florida
305 7th Ave. S. VV., Largo, Florida
305 6th Ave. S. W., Largo, Florida
305 6th Ave. S. W., Largo, Florida
Box 818, Mt. Dora, Florida

R. ?, Box 149.\. Greenville, Florida

R. 2, Box 149A, Greenville, Florida

420 11th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Florida
420 11th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Florida

Name

Rogers, W. B. i

Marsh, George
Knight, T. J.

Bouington, W. H

CONFERENCE PREACHERS

' Present Address

3  2107 E. Ida Ave., Tampa 5, Florida
5  Route 1, Box 145, Sanford, Florida
4  Steinhatchee, Florida

Box 402, Apalachicola, Florida

Charge

Clearwater

Lakeland

Paola

DELEGATES

Present Delegates and Address

5  Troy Crook, 1856 Overbrook Ave., Clearwater,
Fla.

5  Clarence Martin, 609 4th St. S. W., Largo, Fla.
5  Helen Knotts, R. 2, Box 179A, Clearwater, Fla.
4  H. C. Powell, 828 North Iowa Ave. Lakeland, Fla.
2  Eunice Powell, 828 North Iowa Ave., Lakeland,

Florida

5  Miami Kelley, Rt. 1, Box 178B, Sanford, Fla.
5  Stella Marsh, Rt. 1, Box 145, Sanford, Fla.
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Charge

Pinellas Park

Steinhatchee

Taft

Tampa

Present Delegates and Address

3 Mrs. D. 1. Roush, Gen. Del., Pinellas Park, Fla.
3  Dr. D. I. Roush, Gen. Del., Pinellas Park, Fla.
4  Robert Baer, Gen. Del., Pinellas Park, Fla.
4 Versie Adams, Steinhatchee, Fla.
1  Elizabeth Bostic, Rt. 1, Box 69, Orlando, Fla.
2  G. W. Rogers, 2107 E. Ida Ave, Tampa 5, Fla,

Name

C. E. Shaw

C. L. Wireman

James F. Myers

GENERAL EVANGELISTS

Address

113 W. Patterson St., Lakeland, Fla.
Intercession City, Fla.
Box 818, Mt. Dora, Fla.

Name

Ella V. Zuch

L. E. Francisco

J. T. Strickland

CONFERENCE EVANGELISTS

Address

P.O. Box 206, Riviera. Beach, Fla.
943 Oleander St., Lakeland, Fla.
236 Daytona ,\ve., Holly Hill, Fla.

Name

James C. Zuch

PIONEER WORK

Address

P.O. Box 206, Riviera Beach, Fla.

STANDING RULES

1. In reading statistical report only the following items need be read:

Item II—1. 2. 3

Item III—1. 8. 9

Item IV—7. 8. 9: 1. 2

Item V—All

Item VI—Total

Item VII—Total

Item VIII—All

Item IX—Total

Item X—All

2. The Treasurer shall be paid $25.00 per year for his services.

3. A committee of three members is to be elected at each annual con

ference of which the president is to be chairman. This committee is to
bring nominations, for oil-session and standing committees, at the first
meeting of each annual session.



Journal of Daily Proceedings
First Sitting. Thursday, March 19, 1953, 9:00 a. m.

The fourtli session of the Florida Annual Conference of the Wesleyan
Methodist Church of America convened at Clearwater Wesleyan Methodist
Church, 300 Hillcrest Ave., Clearwater, Florida at 9:00 a. m. March 19,
1953. The session opened with Communion service in charge of Rev.
John A. Giles of the South Carolina Conference.

Conference was called to order by Rev. J. R. Swauger, Home Mission
ary Secretary.

The conference bar to be platform and first four seats on the right
side as one stands on the platform.

Credential Committee—C. E. Shaw, George Marsh.

Roll Call—7 Elders, 3 Conference Preachers, 10 Delegates, W. H.
Bouington, Apalachicola, name to be placed on the roll having been un
officially omitted.

Motion for Orders of the Day: Tlie hours of business to be 9:00
a. m. to 11:30 a. m.; 1:30 p. m. to adjournment by motion.

The following Committees were elected:

Ministerial Character—R. W. Garner, Robert Baer

Courtesy—R. S. Taylor

Thanks—Stella Marsh

Auditing—W. H. Bouington. Helen Knotts

Boundaries—R. W. Garner

Religious Services—Foster Piatt, R. S. Taylor, Clarence Martin

Pastoral Relations—Foster Piatt, R. S. Taylor, R. W. Garner, C. E.
Shaw. Troy Crook| Clarence Martin, H. C. Powell

Budget Apportionment—Cecil Shaffer, George Marsh, Foster Piatt,
James Zuch

Committee on Courtesy—Tlie following were introduced: Rev. Stella
Wood, President R. C. Mullina.K of Wesleyan Methodist College, Rev.
John A. Giles, Rev. C. W. Robb. and Ed Buck Jr. of Hephzibah Orphan
age. These gave words of greeting and testimony. These and all others
so introduced are to be seated as honorary members with the privilege of
speaking on all questions.

The Committee on Religious Services reported the time for President
Mullinax to speak to the conference at 1:30 p. ni. Thursday. Brother Ed
Buck Jr to speak following President Mullinax.

Statistical Committee elected: Ethel Coile, Mary Piatt.
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A committee of three members is to be elected at each annual con
ference of which tlie president is to be chairman. Tliis committee is to
bring nominations, for olT-session and standing committees, at the first
meeting of eacli annual session. This is to be Standing Rule No. 3.

Nominating Committee elected: Foster Piatt (ex-ofhcio). R. S. Taylor,
R. W. Garner, H. C. Powell.

Committee on Religious Services reported missionary society to meet
immediately following afternoon sitting of conference.

Motion prevailed to rescind the time set for adjournment at noon and
the afternoon meeting.

Motion prevailed to adjourn at 11:00 a. ni. and reconvene at 1:00 p. m.

Adjourned by motion. Disnii.ssal prayer by H. C. Powell,

Second Sitting, Thursday, March 19, 1953, 1:00 p. m.

Tlic meeting was called to order by Rev. J. R. Swaugcr. After sing-'
ing Sister Bertie M. Shaw let us in prayer.

Roll Call—9 Elders, 3 Conference Preachers, 10 Delegates.

Courtesy—Rev. and Mrs. F. R. P>irch, Foreign Missionary Secretary,
and Rev. John Swentzel were introduced and gave words of greeting and
te.^timony.

According to Orders of the Day President R. C. Mullinax spoke to us.
Pledges and an offering were received for the building fund. Pledges
amounted to $175.00. Cash received—$139.61., Total—$314.61.

Ed Buck Jr. of Hephzibaii Orplianage gave a good report and testi
mony.

Adjourned by motion.

Thursday, March 19, 1953, 7:00 p. m.

Rev. F. R. Birch brouglit a very inspiring message concerning our for
eign missionary work.

Rev. J. R, Swauger brought the message of tlic evening "Tlie Tongue
i.s a Fire."

Third Sitting, Friday, March 20, 1953, 9:00 a. m.

The devotional reading, John 17, was given by Rev. W. H. Bouington
and prayer led by Rev. T. J. Knight.

Roll Call—12 Elders, 4 Conference Preachers, 13 Delegates.

Minutes of the previous meeting read and accepted as corrected.
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Committee on Credentials presented Elizabeth Bostic, delegate from
Taft.

President's Report by Foster Piatt. Motion prevailed to adopt Part I,
II, and Part III. Part IV referred to Auditing Committee. The recom
mendations were all adopted. (See Report No. 1.)

Committee on Credentials presented G. W. Rogers, delegate from
Tampa.

Reports—James C. Zuch, pioneer work at Riviera Beach, Ella Zuch,
Bertie Shaw, L. E. Francisco, R. W. Garner. Reports accepted. Dele
gates reporting—Elizabeth Bostic, Robert Baer, Dr. D. I. Roush, Mrs.
D. I. Roush.

Motion prevailed to extend time for necessary business.

Motion prevailed that we adjourn until 2: 30 p. m. to allow committees
to transact business. Dismissal prayer, James Myers.

Fotirth Sitting. Friday, March 20, 1953, 2:30 d. m.

Tlie meeting was-called to order by Rev. J. R. Swauger. After sing
ing Rev. C. E. Shaw led in prayer.

Roll Call—11 Elders, 4 Conference Preachers, 10 Delegates.

Report of Religious Services—The election of officers immediately.
Motion prevailed with 20 votes for election.

Tellers appointed—G. W. Rogers, H. C. Powell.

The following officers'were elected by ballot:
President—Rev. Foster Piatt.

Vice President—Rev. R. S. Taylor.

Secretary—Mrs. Ethel Coile.

Trustees: Elder—Rev. R. W. Garner, term expires 1956.
Lay—Clarence Martin, term expires 1955.

The following officers were elected by acclamation:

Sunday School Secretary—Rev. Ruth Rogers.
Tithing Secretary—Rev. George Marsh.

Wesleyan Men's Fellowship—Rev. C. E. Shaw.

Advisory Board (recommended by President)—R. W. Garner,
Clarence Martin.

Itineracy and Orders—R. S. Taylor, term expires 1957.
Cecil Shaffer, term expires 1955 (to fill vacated unexpired term
of John I. Rambo).
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Judiciary Committee—Foster Piatt, Ruth Rogers, C. E. Shaw,
James Zuch.

Committee on Vacancies: Elders—Foster Piatt, R. S. Taylor,
R. W. Garner.

Lay—Troy Crook, Robert Baer.

Missionary Board—Foster Piatt (ex-oflficio), Ruth Rogers, Charity
Davis. R. W. Garner.

Reports—C. E. Sliaw, T. J. Knight, W. H. Bouington. Reports ac

cepted. Delegates reporting—H. C. Powell, Mrs. H. C. Powell, Mrs. Ver-
sie Adams.

General Evangelist C. L. Wireman's report was read by secretary. .

The secretary was instructed to send greetings to Brother Wireman.

An offering was received for the secretary. This amounted to $21.55.

Committee on Courtesy introduced the Bender Evangelistic party. The

children sang for us "Talk. Talk, Talk."

W.Y.P.S. Leader and Organizer elected—R. W. Garner.

Adjourned by motion. Dismissal prayer by Rev. George Marsh.

Friday, March 20, 1953, 7:30 p. m.

The Rev. J. R. Swauger brought the evening message exhorting the
people to praise the Lord.

- Fifth Sitting, Saturday, March 21, 1953, 9:00 a. m.

The meeting opened with each member quoting Scripture followed by
prayer with Rev. James Zuch leading.

Roll Call—8 Elders, 2 Conference Preachers, 5 Delegates.

Previous minutes read and approved as corrected.

Treasurer's Report read. (Report No. 4.)

Auditing Committee Report accepted. (Report No. 5.)

Election for Treasurer. Tellers appointed—James Myers, R. S. Tay

lor.

Treasurer elected—Cecil Shaffer.

Reports—R. S. Taylor, Margaret Taylor, Ruth Rogers, James F. Myers,
Cecil Shaffer, Anna Shaffer, George Marsh, W. B. Rogers. Reports ac
cepted. Delegates reporting—Clarence Martin. Helen Knotts, Troy Crook,
Miami Kellcy, Stella Marsh.

Sunday School Secretary—report read and accepted.

Tithing Secretary—report read and accepted. (Report No. 6.)
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Wesleyan Men's Fellowship—report read and accepted. (Report No. 7.)

Itineracy and Orders—(Report No. 2.)

Committee on Vacancies—report given and accepted. (Report No. 9.)

Missionary Board—report given and accepted. (Report No. 8.)

Budget Apportionment—report read and accepted. (Report No. 11.)

Thanks—Report read and accepted. (Report No. 10.)

Pastoral Relations—report read and accepted. (Report No. 3.)

Pension Plan Treasurer and Promoter elected—Foster Piatt.

Motion prevailed to extend time for necessary business.

Motion prevailed to place time and place of next conference in hands
of President and Advisory Board.

Motion prevailed for President and Advisory Board to set time of
closing statistical and fiscal year reports.

Statistical Committee elected—Mrs. Ethel Coile.

Unfinished business—a motion prevailed to authorize the President and
Advisory Board to care for any unfinished business.

Secretary instructed to send greetings to Sister Grace Wood, Rev.
J. I. Rambo.

The minutes were read and approved.

By motion the Conference adjourned sine die.



Reports
Report No. 1

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Part I

Brother Swauger Chairman:

To the members of the Florida Annual Conference of the Wesleyan

Methodist Church of America now in session at Clearwater, Florida, March

19, 1953.

We thank God for His care and love to us. this past year. Also we
want to thank each pastor who has so wonderfully labored and 'co-operated
with us throughout the year. I could not ask for any better spirit than I
have found among all of the workers of the Conference. Dr. Swauger,
our Home Missionary Secretary has been a real blessing to me, especially
in advising in many ways. It seems like I have not accomplished much

this 3'ear but by the help of God I have done my best.

Part II

Official Acts of the year:

Immediately after conference, I began to work on the Incorporation of
the Florida Conference. I contacted a lawyer who wrote up the Incorpora
tion papers for $25.03. Because of the absence of one of the" trustees for
six (6) months and later the death of this one I did not get the Incorpora
tion of the Conference completed.

Another project I worked on was the transferring of the church deeds

from the South Georgia Conference to the Florida Conference. Since a
matter of this kind requires a great deal of time all of the work on this

matter is not completed.

Due to the fact that John I. Rambo, a trustee transferred to the .Al
legheny Conference his office became vacant. On June 23, 1952 with the
aid of the Committee on Vacancies we appointed Raymond S. Taylor to
take John I. Rambo's place as trustee for the remaining part of the year.

We met Mrs. Elizabeth Jones who lives at Cocoa, Florida. She is .i
member in good standing in the South Carolina Conference. She desires
to transfer to the Florida Conference and to pursue the course of study,
with the intentions of starting a new church in/Cocoa, Florida.

On July 19, 1952 E. F. Houck who was pastoring the Greenvi le
Charge resigned from being pastor. The Advisory Board gave their con
sent that Cecil and Anna Shaffer fill the vacancy as pastors for the remain
ing part of the year.

We corresponded with Rev. C. W. Robb of Wyomissing, Pa. Rev.
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Robb is a preacher in good standing in the Pilgrim Holiness Church, but
feels led to transfer to the Florida Wesleyan Methodist Conference. He
plans to build a Wesleyan Methodist Church at Gulfport, Florida.

During our recent revival at the Clearvvater Church I became acquaint
ed with Rev. John and Mary Swentzel, elders in the Pilgrim Holiness
Church. They too feel led to transfer to our Conference. These folks"
are filled with the spirit of God and have been very successful in pioneer
work.

On July 16, 1952 I received the transfer of James F. Myers from the
Ohio Conference to the Florida Conference.

On March 23, 1952 Rev. L. E. Francisco was appointed to the Taft
church'as pastor for the coming year.

On March 24, 1952 a transfer was granted Walter Johnson, Conference
Preacher, to the South Carolina Conference.

Death—In His wisdom our Heavenly Father saw fit to remove from
o.-r midst this past year, Charley E. Murphy who served 3J^ years on the
.Advisory Board and also as a trustee of the Florida Conference. He will
be greatly missed as a good worker in the Conference.

Part III '

Work done this Conference Year:

Number of Quarterly Meetings held 35.

Sermons delivered 74

I attended the meeting of the Board of Managers at Central College

Pieces of mail sent out 167

Miles traveled 13,161

Part IV

Financial Report:

Salary received from churches $362.98
Gifts and donations 220.01

Received from Conference Treasurer (postage & phone calls) 14.39

Total received • $597.38

Paid out for gas, oil, and grease jobs 174.65

Expense on car for tires 18.00

Total paid out $192.65
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Part V
^  Recommendations:

1. That each charge in the conference have at least two (2) revivals
a year if possible.

2. That each charge administer the Lord's Supper each quarter if
possible.

3. That Rev. John and Rev. Mary Swentzel be accepted into the Flo
rida Conference as elders pending the reception of their transfers, in ac
cordance with the discipline.

4. That Rev. C. AV. Robb be accepted into the Florida Conference as
elder pending the reception of his transfer, in accordance with the disci
pline.

Respectfully submitted.
Rev. Foster Piatt

Report No. 2

ITINERACY AND ORDERS

We recommend that Rev. John Swentzel be accepted into the Florida
Conference as Elder pending the reception of his credentials.

We recommend that Rev. Mary Swentzel be accepted into the Florida
Conference as Elder pending the reception of her credentials.

We recommend that Rev. C. W. Robb be accepted into the Florida
Conference as Elder pending the reception of his credentials.

Committee: R. W. Garner

Report No. 3

PASTORAL RELATIONS

We recommend the following:

Apalachicola—W. H. Bouington

Clearwater—R. S. Taylor, Margaret Taylor, Assistant
Greenville Charge: Pine Island, New Zion—Cecil Shaffer, Anna

Shaffer, Assistant

Lakeland—C. E. Shaw, Bertie M. Shaw, Assistant
Paola—George Marsh

Pinellas Park—R. W. Garner

Steinhatchee Charge: Steinhatchee, Fenholloway—T. J. Knight
Taft—In hands of President

Tampa—Ruth Rogers, W. B. Rogers, Assistant

General Evangelists—C. E. Shaw, C. L. Wireman, James F. Myers
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Conference Evangelists—L. E. Francisco, Ella Zuch, J. T. Strick
land

Pioneer Work within bounds of Conference—^James C. Zuch

We recommend the Conference President to hold all the Quarterly
Conferences unless Providentially hindered.

Committe: Foster Piatt,
R. S. Taylor,
R. W. Garner,

C. E. Shaw,

Troy Crook,
Clarence Martin,

H. C. Powell.

Report No. 4

CONFERENCE TREASURER'^S REPORT, MARCH 19, 1953

Pioneer Fund Plus Card Call

Receipts

Balance on Hand, Mar. 18, 1952.$ 4.04
Home Mission, gifts 1,535.00

Disbursements

Pinellas Park $1,100.00
Fenholloway 300.00
Clearwater 135.00
Balance on hand 4.04

Total $1,539.04' Total $1,539.04

President's Salary
Receipts Disbursements

Budget—Cash $ 167.71 Foster Piatt $ 362.98
Receipts 195.27

Total $ 362.98Total $ 362.98

Conference Work

Receipts Disbursements

Balance on hand ....
Conference Offerings
J. I. Rambo
Conference Minutes ..
Conference Work ..,
Deficit ..'

154.40
59.29
14.50
34.50
161.74
80.33

Ruth Rogers, meals
W. B. Rogers, utilities
Foster Piatt, Treas
Foster Piatt, Pres. Ex
Forter Piatt, Corp. paper
J. I. Rambo, storage
F. R. Eddy, Conf. Minutes 185.55
F. R. Eddy, Leaders* Conf. 90.00
Wes. Meth. Pub. Asan 18.50
Bank fees .' .75
C. W. Shaffer, Treas. Ex 5.48
C. W. Shaffer. Treas 25.00

25.00
7.59
25.00
15.39
31.50
40.00

Total $ 504.76 Total $ 504.76

Conference Missions

Receipts
Balance on hand, March 18, 1952 $ 57.67

Disbursements

No disbursements
BBudget—Cash 220.09

Total $ 277.76

alance on hand $ 277.76

Total $ 277.76
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Camp Meeting Fund
Receipts Disbursements

Balance on hand, March 18, 1952 $ 217.15 .Vo disbursements
Pledges and gifts 85.00 Balance on hand $ 302.15

Tctal $ 302.15 Total $ 302.15

Pension Plan
Receipts Disbursements

James F. Myers $ 8.00 David Rces T S 34.00
R. S. Taylor 18.48
J. I. Rambo (receipt) /.52

Total $ 34.00 Total $ 334.00

Foreign Missions
Receipts Disbursements ^

Budget—Cash^ $ 130.63 F. R. Birch S 197.73
Receipts 482.51 Charity Davis 318.36

Anna Shaflter 97.05

Total $ 613.14 Total $ 613.14

Home Missions
Receipts Disbursements

Budget—Cash^ $ 105.38 J. R. Swauger $ 105.38
Receipts 77.17 Charity Davis 35.63

Anna A. Shaffer 41.54

Total $ 182.55 Total $ 182.55

Education
Receipts Disbursements

Budget—Cash $ 213.53 R. C. Muliinax $ 223.53
_ „ . Receipts 54.43 Charity Davis 38.44Deficit 6.00 Anna A. Shaffer lo!54

R. D. Reisdorph ,.... l!45
Total % $ 273.96 Total $ 273.96

Pension Plan
Receipts Disbursements

Budget—Cash $ 170.52 David A. Rees $ 170.52

Hephzibah Orphanage
Receipts ^ Disbursements

Budget—Cash_ $ 47.36 J. R. Swauger $ 47.36
Receipts 15.03 t!. E. Davis 5.92

Charity Davis 5. 98
Anna A. Shaffer 3.13

Total $ 62.39 Total $ 62.39

General Conference Expense
Receipts Disbursements

Budget—Cash $ 18.06 F. R. Eddy $ 18.06

General Conference Sunday School Work
Receipts Disbursements

Budget—Cash $ 17.90 R. D. Reisdorph $ 17.90
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Budget—Cash

General Conference Administration
Receipts Disbursements

$  47.17 R. S. Nicholson..... $ S.2S
F. R. Eddy 41.92

Total Total

Receipts
Budget—Cash $

Receipts

47.17

Australia

Disbursements

J. R. Sw&uger $
Charity Davis
Anna A. Shaffer

23.24
8.13

$

Total .$ 31.37

Balance 3-18-S2 $ 433.26
Total Receipts 3,918.16

Giand Total $4,351.42

 47.17

23.24

5.00
3.13

Total .$ 31.37

Total Disbursements $3,853.80
Balance 3-19-53 497.62

Grand Total $4,351.42
Cecil W. Shaffer, Treasurer.

Report No. 5

AUDITING COMMITTEE

We, the Auditing Committee, have audited the Treasurer's book, also
the President's book and find them complete

Committee W. H. Bouington,
Helen Knotts.

Report No. 6

TITHING SECRETARY'S REPORT

I want to praise the Lord for the privilege of bringing a message on
tithing at the Clearwater church and also at our church at Paola.

I sent a message on tithing to each pastor of the conference and hope
each one brought a message on tithing to their people.

George Marsh, Tithing Secretary.

Report No. 7

WESLEYAN MEN'S FELLLOWSHIP REPORT

I did not hold any meetings. However, I did contact some of the
pastors by letter and others personally, urging them to start a Men's Fel
lowship League. James F. Myers

Report No. .8

MISSIONARY BOARD

No new work opened this year but we are planning some new churches
for next year. Committee: Foster Piatt,

Ruth Rogers,
Bertie M. Shaw,
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Report No. 9

COMMITTEE ON VACANCIES

Due to the fact that Jolm 1. Ranibo, a trustee transferred to the Al
legheny Conference his office became vacant. On June 23. 1952 we appoint
ed Raymond S. Taylor to take that place.

Committee: Foster Piatt,

R. W. Garner,

Bertha Frye,

George Marsh,

Anna Shaffer.

Report No. 10

THANKS

We, your Committee on Thanks, desire to express to tlie local com
mittee, Sister Martin and Sister Knotts. Also to Rev. Foster Piatt and
the pastor, Rev. R. S. Taylor, making it possible to find such a nice reason
able place to get good meals, and for the gracious entertainment. We had
a wonderful conference feeling tlie presence of the Lord.

Committee: Stella Marsh

Report No. 11

BUDGET APPORTIONMENT COMMITTEE

Wc recommend the following budget:

General:

1. Foreign Missions $2-00 per member
2. Home Missions 1-25 per member
3. Australia '• 25 per member
4. " Education 2.00 per member
5. Pension Plan 1.50 per member
6. Orphanage V:..; 25 per member
7. General. Conference Expense.......; ^ .15 per member
8. Administrative Expense 40 per member
9.' Sunday School Work 10 per member

Conference:

1. Conference Missions 1 Sunday School offering per month
2. Conference Work * i.V $1.50 per member
3. President's Salary 3.00 per member

Committee: Cecil Shaffer,
James Zuch,
George Marsh,
Foster Piatt.
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STATISTICAL REPORT—Continued

Charge

Item IV. Sunday Schools
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Apalachicola
Clearwater
Greenville
Lakeland
Paola
Pinellas Park
iSteinhatchee
Taft
Tampa ....

27

53

56
29
37

89
154
56
16

60 33

69 65

50 451 20

Totals I HI 41|408|479| 271 44|550i5IO| 30| 6 50|114| 851 4[ 36

STATISTICAL REPORT—Continued

Item V. Church Property

Cliarge

No. foChurch Buildings ValuefoBuildings Amount foIndebtedness 1Amount foInsurance
i No.  foParsonages1 Value foParsonages Amount foIndebtedness Amount  foInsurance Cash  roOther Value on Hand

1 $289.00
242.471

2

$15,066
600

$1,450

1

1

1

1

2,500
14,500

$2,500 1

1

$2,500 535.81

125.00
121.74

9,000 $1,200

1,200

Totals 1 7 $33,800i$1.450|$2,500 2lSll.S00|$1.200|$2,SO0!$l,314.O2
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Minutes

of the

Third Annual Session

of the

Woman's Missionary Society

of the

Florida Conference

held at

Clearwater, Florida

March 19-21, 1953



Woman's Missionary Society
OFFICERS

President—Mrs. Ruth Rogers, 2107 East Ida Ave., Tampa 5, Fla.

Vice President—Mrs. Helen Knotts, R. 2, Box 179A, Clearwater, Fla.

Secretary—Mrs. Mary Piatt, 305 7th Ave. S. W., Largo, Fla.

Treasurer—Mrs. Anna Shaffer, R. 2, Box 149A, Greenville, Fla.

Y.M.W.B. Superintendent—Mrs. Charity Davis, R. 2, Box 164A, Clear-
water, Fla.

Statistical Committee—Mrs. Anna Shaffer, R. 2, Box 149A, Greenville,
Florida

Magazine Solicitor—Mrs. Stella Marsh, R. 1, Box 145, Sanford, Fla.

Prayer Partner Secretary—Mrs. Helen Knotts, R. 2, Box 179-'\, Clear-
water, Fla.

Mission Study Secretary—Mrs. Margaret Taylor, 305 6th Ave. S. W.,
Largo, Fla.

Organizer—Mrs. Helen Knotts, R. 2, Box 179A, Clearwater, Fla.

Director of Child Evangelism—Mrs. Charity Davis. R. 2, Box 164A,
Clearwater, Fla.



Roll Call
Society President

Clearwater Helen Knotts

Lakeland ....Ethel Cbile

Psola Ella Davis

Pinellas Park Flora Roush

Tampa Mrs. Ruth Rogers

Y.M.W.B. Superintendent

Society Delegate

Clearwater Ruby Crook

Lakeland Mrs. H. C. Powell

Paoia Mrs. Miami Kelly

Pinellas Park Anna Baer

Present

3

3

0

1

2

3

Present

2

1

3

2

NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEW PRESIDENTS OF 1953-1954

Clearwater—tH el en Knotts, R. 2, Box 179A, Clearwater, Fla.

Lakeland—Ethel Coile, R. 2, Box 730. Lakeland. Fla.

Paola—Ella Davis, P. O. Box 64, Paola. Fla.

Pinellas Park—Flora Roush, Gen. Del., Pinellas Park, Fla.

Tampa—Ruth Rogers, 2107 East Ida Ave., Tampa 5, Fla.

NAME AND ADDRESS OF NEW SECRETARIES AND

TREASURERS

Clearwater—Minnie Martin, 609 4th St. S. W., Largo, Fla.

Lakeland—Dorcas Miner, R. 2. Box 713B, Lakeland, Fla.

Paola—Bessie Govocek, Lake Monroe, Fla.

Pinellas Park—Anna Baer, Gen. Del., Pinellas Park, Fla.

Tampa—Ruth Rogers, 2107 E. Ida Ave., Tampa 5, Fla.



Daily Proceedings
Thursday Afternoon

The Florida Conference Woman's Missionary Society convened at the
Clearwater Wesley an Methodist Church for the 3rd Annual session March
19, 1953. The first meeting came to order with Stella Wood, presiding in
the absence of our president, Ruth Rogers. The group entered heartily
in singing, "Work For The Night is Coming." We were then led in pray
er by Mrs. F. R. Birch. We were privileged to have as .our speaker for
devotions. Dr. F. R. Birch, Foreign Missionary Secretary. He especially
urged us to pray for our missionaries as the menace of nationalism and
communism is making it hard for the missionaries.

Mary Piatt was elected as secretary pro-tern.

Roll Call—3 presidents answered to the first roll call.

Anna Baer was elected as the Credentials Committee. The Credential
Committee read the report of credentials. 4 delegates responded to the
roll call.

The following committees were elected:

Courtesy Committee—Charity Davis

Post Office Committee—Helen Knotts

Auditing Committee—Stella Marsh and Stella Wood
Statistical Committee—Anna Shaffer

Committee on Orders of Day—Stella Wood and Ruby Crook

Report—The treasurer, Anna Shaffer, submitted her report which was
referred to the auditing committee.

Communications from Ruth Argo and Ruby Reisdorph read by Mary
Piatt.

Report—The Y.M.W.B. Superintendent, Charity Davis, submitted her
report which was referred to the auditing committee.

Adjourned by motion.

Friday Afternoon

This meeting came to order by singing, "How Firm a Foundation" led
by our president Ruth Rogers. Scripture and comments were given by
Stella Wood on Col. 3:23, 24. Prayer by Ella Znch. Minutes read and
approved. Roll call: 8 members present. The president requested that
Stella Wood continue to be Chairman of all meetings.

Report—The president, Ruth Rogers, gave her report. A motion was
made that the president's report be adopted, also that she be reimbursed
for her desk expense this past year.



30 FLORIDA CONFERENCE

Report—The Committee on Orders of the Day was given and adopted.
Election results as follows:

President—Ruth Rogers

Vice President—Helen Knotts

Secretary—Mary Piatt

Treasurer—Anna Shaffer

Y.M.W.B. Superintendent—Charity Davis
Chairman of Statistical Committee—Anna Shaffer

Magazine Solicitor—Stella Marsh

Prayer Partner Secretary—Helen Knotts

Mission Study Secretary—Margaret Taylor

Organizer—Helen Knotts

A motion was made and adopted that we have a missionary organizer
and that the Missionary President and Y.M.W.B. Superintendent accom
pany the organizer in organizing new societies when necossary.

Report—Post Office Committee reported and the report was accepted.
Report—The Auditing Committee gave their report and it was adopt

ed.

Adjourned by motion.

Friday Afternoon

A motion was made and adopted that Charity Davis be Director of
Child Evangelism. We received from Sister Shea the banner showing
our Conference is on the Y.M.W.B. Honor Roll.

Report—The statistical committee's report was accepted as read.
Adjourned by motion.

Saturday Morning

We were led in devotions by Stella Wood by repeating John 3: 16.
The minutes were read and approved.

Courtesies Rev. J. R. Swauger gave us encouraging greetings from
tlie Home Missionary Department.

Reports—Conference Magazine Solicitor, Stella Marsh reported. Re
port ̂ ya.s accepted. A motion was adopted that she be reimbursed for her
desk expense for the past year.

Report-The Prayer Partner Secretary's Report was given and ac
cepted.

A motion was made and accepted that Stella Wood be our Conference
Missionary Reporter.



WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH 31

Minutes read and approved. Adjourned sine die.
Ruth Rogers, President

Mary Piatt, Secretary

PUBLIC MISSIONARY SERVICE

Friday Evening, 7:00

We were privileged to have with us Dr. F. R. Birch who gave us a
challenging Foreign Missionary Address preceding our regular evening
service. He urged us to pray much constantly!



Reports
Report No. 1

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

The new year opened with renewed interest. We began planning for
a convention, with the thought of having returned missionaries to speak to
us.

Our convention was entertained at the Paola church. An interesting
program was rendered.

We had the happy privilege of speaking at the Clearwater Church and
organizing a woman's missionary society.

We do praise the Lord for your faithful prayers and for your willing
ness to help promote the cause of missions.

Respectfully submitted,

Ruth E. Rogers

ORDERS OF THE DAY REPORT

We, the Committee, submit the following report:
1. Thursday 7 p. m.—Rev. F. R. Birch

2. Friday p. m.—Election of Officers.

Signed: Stella Wood,

Ruby Crook.

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE

We, the Committee submit the following report:
We have examined the books of the Woman's Missionary Society

Treasurer and the Y.M.W.B. Superintendent and have found them correct
and very neatly kept.

Signed: Stella Wood,

Stella Marsh.

REPORT OF MAGAZINE SOLICITOR

I have solicited the following churches for subscriptions to the Mis
sionary Magazine:

Clearwater : 10
Lakeland 6
Paola 10



WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH 33

Pinellas Park 12

Steinhatchee 2

Taft 1
\

Total 41

Signed: Stella Marsh

REPORT OF PRAYER PARTNER

Number of Societies ■ 4

Number Prayer Partners 35

Number of Missionaries Chosen 43

Home Missionaries 17

Foreign Missionaries 26

Signed: Bertie Shaw

REPORT OF STUDY SECRETARY

Number of Members participating 12
Number of Books and Phamplets read 83

Signed: Dorcas Miner
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